Thelma Evelyn Stene
September 29, 1932 - November 04, 2025

Thelma E. Stene, age 93, of Lake Mills, passed away on Tuesday, November 4, 2025 at her home,
surrounded by her loving family.

A funeral service for Thelma will be held at 10:30 AM on Saturday, November 8, 2025 at Salem
Lutheran Church, 401 S. Lake St. in Lake Mills with Pastor Melinda McVey officiating.

Visitation will be one hour before the service on Saturday.
She will be buried at Salem Memorial Cemetery, rural Lake Mills, lowa.

Schott Funeral Homes Mittelstadt Chapel, 902 E. Main St. in Lake Mills is assisting the family
with arrangements.

Thelma Evelyn (Nodland) Stene was born on September 29, 1932 in Frost, Minnesota on her
parents’ farm to Esther (Folven) and Tennes Nodland. She was baptized and confirmed at Dell
Lutheran Church, rural Frost. Thelma graduated from Frost High School in 1950 and from the
Naeve Hospital School of Nursing as a Registered Nursein 1953.

On November 8, 1953 Thelma was married to Royden W. Stene. The couple was blessed with
four children and had lived in Lake Mills since 1966. Together they enjoyed 51 years of marriage;
Roy passed away in 2005.

Thelma worked at Naeve Hospital in Albert Lea, MN, St. Olaf Hospital in Austin, MN, Forest City
Hospital in Forest City, IA, and at the Lake Mills Care Center. For 11 of the 19 years at LMCC,
Thelma was the Director of Nursing. She also cared for children who needed help through
Amicare Home Nursing Service (now Mercy Home Health).

She enjoyed family, playing cards, quilting (lovingly making a quilt for each of her children and
grandchildren), crocheting for church missions, and embroidery handiwork. Thelma was a
member of Salem Lutheran Church where she was active in the Elizabeth Circle, and she had
been president of the Senior Citizens Club where she was a longtime member.

Survivors include her children Bradley (Elvi) Stene of Skokie, IL, Rosanne (Mike) Larson of Lake
Mills, Rodney (Beth) Stene of Joice, and Brian Stene of Sioux Falls, SD; nine grandchildren: Beth
Gretillat, Missy Wacha, Renae Hager, Adam Stene, Sara McGuinn, Karen Gonzalez, Amy Stene,
Lisa Galang, and Emily O’Sell; 30 great-grandchildren; and 2 great-great-grandchildren; She is
also survived by two sisters, Susie Forde of Decorah, IA and Yvonne Gemaehlich of Cedar
Rapids, IA; as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.

Thelma was preceded in death by her parents; husband Roy in 2005; sister Mildred (Nodland)



Clark; brother Laverne “Bud” Nodland; and a grandson-in-law Jon Wacha.
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