
Mildred Evelyn Miller
May 08, 1927 - January 23, 2025

Mildred "Milly" Evelyn Miller, 97, passed away peacefully at the Lake Mills Care Center on
Thursday, January 23, 2025. A celebration of her life will be held on Saturday, May 3, 2025, at
the Schott Funeral Homes-Mittlestadt Chapel, 902 East Main Street in Lake Mills, IA, from 1-3
P.M.

Milly was born in Birmingham, Iowa, to Joseph and Bertha Knott. Her family moved to Tipton,
Iowa, shortly after her birth, where she attended school through the 6th grade. The family then
relocated to Newton, Iowa, where Milly completed her high school education, graduating as
valedictorian from Newton High School in 1945.

Milly pursued higher education at Iowa State University, where she graduated with honors,
earning a Major in Chemistry and a Minor in Mathematics. She was one of only three women in
her program and a proud member of the Sigma Kappa sorority. It was at Iowa State University
that she met her husband, James Wayne Miller, whom she married on June 12, 1949.

Wayne and Milly's journey together took them to Weed, CA, Longview, WA, Kansas City, MO,
and Haugan, Montana, before they finally settled in Lake Mills, Iowa, in 1956 to be closer to their
families. Along the way, they were blessed with four wonderful children.

In 1965, Milly earned her teaching degree from Mankato State University. She committed to
educating young minds, teaching chemistry and physics at Lake Mills High School and
mathematics in Buffalo Center until 1970. Milly also worked as a bookkeeper for Twito
Chevrolet and later Nelson Chevrolet. In 2004, Wayne and Milly were honored as July Jubilee
Parade Marshals for their significant contributions to the community.

A devoted and active member of Salem Lutheran Church in Lake Mills, Milly participated in circle
and altar guild, creating beautiful banners and altar cloths with her expert hardanger stitchery.
She was deeply involved in the Girl Scouts, serving as a district leader and running day camps at
Pilot Knob. Milly received the Thanks Badge, the highest award in Adult Girl Scouting, for her 25
years of service to the Girl Scouts. She also taught Tuesday school and Sunday School, served as
a den leader for Cub Scouts, and organized Meals on Wheels deliveries for many years.

Milly had a passion for crafts, including ceramics, candle making, embroidery, knitting, and
sewing. She became an expert hardanger stitcher and was a member of several bridge groups,
where she enjoyed the camaraderie and almost always won at cribbage. Her vegetable and flower
garden were her pride and joy during the summer months. Milly also loved playing golf and bridge
with the ladies at Rice Lake Golf and Country Club.

Milly's love for travel took her across the United States and even to Israel. She cherished
spending winters in Mission, Texas, where she and Wayne made many dear friends and enjoyed



countless card games.

Milly is survived by her husband, Wayne Miller, and their four children: Janet (John) Craychee of
St. Charles, Ill., David (Nancy) Miller of Lac du Flambeau, WI, Jill (James Naibert) Miller of Sisters,
OR, and Barbara Miller of Lake Mills, IA. She is also survived by her sister, Joan (James) Green of
Ellensburg, WA, her nine grandchildren - Daniel Craychee, Katherine (Craychee) Duffy, Kyle
Miller, Timothy Miller, Travis Naibert, Tyler Naibert, Chad Naibert, Anna Rogers, and Tryggve
Rogers, and five great-grandchildren – Kara Craychee, June Craychee, Samantha Naibert,
Bennett Naibert, and Izetta Naibert.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Joseph and Bertha (Werling) Knott of Newton, Iowa.

Milly's legacy of love, dedication, and service will forever be cherished by her family, friends, and
community. She will be remembered for her unwavering faith, her boundless creativity, and her
generous spirit.


