
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
May 13, 2026 6:30 PM 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. 
Members present: Marilyn Hoffman, Laura Gardner, Shannon Bruhns, Mike Swenson, 
Mary Peterson, Bruce Adams, Marci Prescott. 
Secretary’s Report : Report was reviewed by council members. There were no additions 
or corrections. Laura moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Bruce. All approved. 
There was no communication or correspondence to report.  
Treasurers Report: Marilyn provided a written & verbal report. Total income for April 2026 
$16,700.13 & total expenses for April 2026 $17,158.63. Income less expense ---($458.50) 
Checking account balance as of 04/30/26 $188,047.28/ FTSB/ Tuckpointing -$29,011.55 / 
CD at MBT 04/30/26 Ness Estate $44,045.45// CD at FTSB 04/30/26 Reserves $29,581.07.  
Marilyn also reported that the safety deposit key was returned but Salem was charged 
$25.00 as we only had one key returned rather then 2.  
Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura provided a written & verbal report.  2026 YTD total 
offerings as of 05/04/26 were $64,414  2025 YTD offerings as of 05/04/25 were $61,850. 
Difference YTD $2,564. Laura also reported due to her very busy work schedule right now 
she will only be doing deposits every other week. Bruce moved to accept the Treasurer & 
Financial reports, seconded by Marci. All approved. 
Board Reports:  
Board of Worship & Music: Shannon provided a written report as well as a verbal report. 
Due to several factors her board recommended that we only have communion the first 
Sunday of each month.  Marilyn moved to accept the boards recommendation & Bruce 
seconded.  All in favor.  Board report reviewed by Council with several upcoming items 
listed. 
Board of Life & Growth:  Sondra provided a written report. Items listed included Easter, 
Confirmation, Mothers Day as well as Baccalaureate & upcoming outdoor services. 
Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry:  No report 
Board of Property & Management: Mike provided a verbal report. He is still working on 
trying to get a response regarding the tuckpointing. Several other items needing attention 
are being worked on. 
Board of Youth & Education: Marci provided a written & verbal report.  Bake sale fund 
raiser was successful. Confirmation students assembled health care kits & had a pizza 
party to complete their year. Graduates will be recognized & given a gift. 
Pastor’s Report: Open 
Laura moved to accept the board reports, seconded by Marilyn. All in favor. 
Old Business:  
Call committee: Pastor Brackett will be at Salem on May 31st & will provide the sermon & 
will also be available for questions & conversation during Fellowship after worship. 
 
 
 



New Business: 
$25,000 request for courtyard furniture & flowers was discussed.  Mike presented 
information on tables, chairs & benches that had been researched.  Council discussed 
request at length & Laura made a motion to ask the congregation for input on how they 
would like to see the outdoor space used & for donations to go towards the purchase of 
those items. Seconded by Shannon. Vote: 7 yea, 1 nay. Motion carried.  
Copy Machine: Marci presented information on the purchase of a used copier to replace 
our current machine which we have had approximately 12 years & shows a count of over 2 
million copies.  The new proposed copier can be purchased for $4,250 installed.  Motion 
by Laura, seconded by Bruce. All in favor. 
New Members: Joralice Colon Rodriguez is our newest member through baptism. 
Transfers/Statistical Adjusts: Mike & Donna Hengesteg to Trinity Lutheran in Webster 
City, IA. 
Next meeting will be held June 10th, 2026 
Marci moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Mike. All approved. Meeting 
adjourned.  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Mary Peterson 
 


