Salem Lutheran Church

OUTREACH
March 2016
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We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:
Sundays:

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

10:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship—Fellowship Hall

10:00 a.m. Sunday School

Wednesdays:

6:00 p.m. Casual Worship Service— Chapel

Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965 ~ melindamcmc@gmail.com

e ™ Pastor Joel Dahlen

GROW 641.420.5604 ~ pastorjoeld@gmail.com

Helen Rice, Church Secretary
641.592.1771 ~ salem@uwctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist

Prepareto. ..

SERVE ' SHARE 641.592.0184
Japelle Gi[bertson, Communications Director
... for Christ’s sake janelle.gilbertson@yahoo.com

MISSION

Salem Lutheran Church members have known and now extend to others the invitation
from Jesus Christ to know him and his gifts of forgiveness, hope, peace, and purpose.
Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We
seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the
gifts of Christ, both as individuals who reach out in love to our families, our community,
our workplaces, and our world, and also as a congregation reaching out with meaningful
and supportive services and programming to people of all ages. We seek to be servants,
following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one
lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others.
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Message from Pastor Melinda McCluskey

How good Lord to be here! As | write this spring is in
the air the anticipation of the birds returning, spring
flowers blooming, and the planting of the garden
awakens in my soul. Yes, | know winter may yet re-
turn but there are far fewer days of winter ahead.
What a wonderful worship service today at Salem.
We welcomed a new sister into the family of God
through baptism, the water and the Word. The mes-
sage delivered by Jesse from EWALU reminds us of
the value of faith formation through the work of the
camping programs of the ELCA. Giving youth an opportunity to go to camp is
one way in which we as a congregation can live out our promise made in the
baptismal service to aid our members in faith formation.

It was great to listen to the Sunday School students learn camp songs com-
plete with actions to share their faith with others through song. We celebrat-
ed with the Sages of Salem a leap year birthday and seventy-three years of
marriage. Salem is a great place to worship and give thanks to God for the
many gifts of our congregational members.

How good Lord to be here! Sunday, March 6 Salem will vote to call a lead pas-
tor. Thank you to the Call Committee, the Transition Team, the Church Council
and members of Salem who took time over the past two years to participate
in meetings to look at the past, the present and the future of Salem. The total
mission of the church is furthered when each member of the partnership is
honored, respected, and fulfills its appropriate role in the process. Each mem-
ber of the partnership is enriched when the call process results in a good
match between pastor and congregation. As we seek to call a lead pastor we
followed a process which was built on trust, openness, and good communica-
tion, designed to result in a call which is pleasing to God. As we prepare to
vote Sunday, we call upon the Holy Spirit to continue to guide us in the call
process.

How good Lord to be here! Our Lenten journey continues on Wednesday eve-
nings with a soup and sandwich supper at 6 p.m. served by our confirmation
youth and families. Worship follows the supper at 7:15 p.m. The service se-
ries, Living Lent as People of the Resurrection continues: March 2 — Proclaim,
March 9 Praise, and March16 Pain. Palm Sunday worship will be at 9 a.m. and
will include a procession of the palms and music by the Sunday School. We
will hear the Passion Story as told by the Gospel of Luke. Maundy Thursday
worship is at 7:15 p.m. will include First Communion for the fifth grade class
and stripping of the altar. Worship on Good Friday at 7:15 p.m. will be a Tene-
brae service, a service of light and darkness.
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Easter Sunday there will be two worship services: 7 a.m. with the organ and 9
a.m. with the praise band. Between services the youth board will be providing
an Easter Breakfast. On Easter Sunday we will once again hear Alleluia’s re-
sounding throughout the sanctuary.

How good Lord to be here! Salem Lutheran, a church living out its mission to
serve the world for Christ’s sake.

©HOHHHHHHHOHHHOHHHO
% WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
& Friday, March 4th

© 9:00 am @ Winnebago Lutheran
% “Receive Childrep, Receive Me”
&
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Special Congregational Meeting
March 6,2016 at 10a.m.

@eeeee®

Purpose of the meeting is to vote on the candidate for the new
lead senior pastor at Salem.
The agenda will be:

~ Call to order

~ Confirmation of a Quorum

~ Vote to extend a call to Pastor Joel Guttormson to be lead
senior pastor at Salem Lutheran Church

~ Vote on the compensation package for the new lead pastor
position

~ Adjournment

/4
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Update from the Council

Salem Church Council Meeting ~ February 9, 2016

President Scott Hagenson called the meeting to order at 5:30
PM. Members present were Scott Hagenson, Brad Evenson,
Mike Swenson, Deb Throne, Yvonne Beenken, Roy Kvale, Wayne
Vanveldhuizen, Brook Byars, Steve Nelson, Willie Skellenger, Al
Skellenger, and Pastor Melinda. Cindy Haugsdal and Abby Hol-
tan were present representing the Call Committee. Pastor
Melinda opened the meeting with devotions. It was moved by
Steve and seconded by Wayne to accept the minutes of the pre-
vious meeting. All approved.

Secretary’s Report: Correspondence was read from LSI and
Russ and Sue Myli.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported a checking account balance
of $49,006.55. Monthly expenses for January were $29,201.41
and income was $20,300.94.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Deb presented information con-
cerning contributions for the previous 9 weeks and comparisons
to the same period last year. She is planning to

continue with this format. The amount of the Noisy Offering was
$163.89. It was moved by Roy and seconded by Brad to accept
the financial reports. All approved.

Call Committee Report: Cindy, Abby and Brad presented for
the Call Committee. They have an interview scheduled with a
pastoral candidate on February 11 and 12. They ask for the con-
gregation’s continued support and prayers.

Board of Worship: Al reported that they are planning Lenten
services and beginning to look at services for the summer. Kathy
Nelson and Kathy Chose have started a choir for 4™ 5th, and 6"
grade students, the Creature Praise Choir. They will provide
some music during worship along with Sunday School students.
Technical difficulties with the radio broadcast and live streaming
broadcast have been solved. There is unneeded music equip-
ment they would like to dispose of.
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Update from the Council (cont)

Board of Stewardship: No report.
Board of Education: No report.

Board of Youth: Brooke reported that plans for youth activities
are beginning to take shape. They plan to serve an Easter break-
fast.

Board of Life and Growth: Willie reported that they would like
to sponsor a 24 hour prayer vigil starting after the Holy Thursday
service. More information will be in the Outreach and bulletins.
They continue to work on the organization of service groups.
More information regarding these groups will be in upcoming
issuse of the Outreach.

Board of Property and Management: Steve reported that they
have had an informal meeting with Bob Johnston from Johnston
Development Company. He is an experienced church contractor
and offered some preliminary advice at no charge. The Board is
very concerned about the continuing high costs of utilities for
the church, estimated to be about $100/day. Mr. Johnston men-
tioned that the fans in the sanctuary should be running continu-
ously to help with heating. He also noted that our building has
been kept up very well. Steve also reported on the library re-
modeling project. Money to pay for this has been secured from
the Enduring Gift Fund, WELCA, and the Brotherhood.

Communication Director’s Report: No report.

Associate Pastor’s Report: Pastor Melinda submitted a written
report for January outlining her work for the month. She has
been helped in planning the worship services by Ruth Sheldon
and Bruce Adams, Kathy Nelson, and Kathy Chose. She is espe-
cially grateful for the assistance of Pastor Joel Dahlen. Planning
for Vacation Bible School has started. Confirmation students and
parents will serve suppers on Wednesdays during Lent. She con-
tinues to attend a colleague group of first call pastors. It was
moved by Deb and seconded by Mike to accept the above re-
ports. All approved.
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Update from the Council (cont)

Old Business: There was no old business.

New Business: Plans are being made for Easter Sunday with a
Sunrise Service at 7:00 and a second service at 9:00. The break-
fast is tentatively planned for 7:30 to 9:00. It was moved by Ste-
ve and seconded by Mike to adopt this schedule for Easter Sun-
day. All approved. It was moved by Wayne and seconded by Al
to add Scott Hagenson as an additional signer on the checking
account and remove Harris Honsey. All approved. It was moved
by Roy and seconded by Brad to allow Mike and Scott to discuss
a compensation package with the pastoral candidate if neces-
sary. All approved. The Library remodeling project was dis-
cussed. Price is Right construction will be the contractor. In
house funding is available for the majority of the cost. It was
moved by Brad and seconded by Deb to use designated capital
improvement funds if needed. All approved. It was moved by
Wayne and seconded by Al to approve a $4000 gift from the En-
during Gift Fund for the library project. All approved. Beth Ny-
gard will present information from Thrivent on Sunday, February
28. Pastor Joel Dahlen will be able to continue to assist as a sup-
ply pastor. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Steve to ex-
tend our agreement with him for an additional month. All ap-
proved. The board of Worship and Music would like to donate
an extra drum set to the Lake Mills School and an old electronic
keyboard to the Christian School in Scarville. It was moved by
Steve and seconded by Deb to allow the dispersal of this equip-
ment as the Board of Worship and Music designates. All ap-
proved. A retreat for the Council will be heal on Saturday, March
19. Wayne and Scott will write thank you notes this month. We
closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. A motion to adjourn
the meeting was made by Al and seconded by Mike. All ap-
proved. The next regular Council meeting will be held on March
14.

Respectfully submitted,
Yvonne Beenken
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Update from the Council (cont)
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A special meeting of the Salem Lutheran Church Council was held
on Monday, February 15, 2016. Members present were Scott
Hagenson, Brad Evenson, Mike Swenson, Deb Throne, Yvonne
Beenken, Roy Kvale, Wayne VanVeldhuizen, Al Skellenger, Steve
Nelson, Willie Skellenger, Stephanie Steffens, and Pastor
Melinda. President Scott Hagenson called the meeting to order
at 5:30. The purpose of the meeting was to hear a report from
the Call Committee recommending Pastor Joel Guttormson for a
call as Salem’s senior pastor. Brad spoke on behalf of the Call
Committee. Pastor Guttormson has been thoroughly inter-
viewed by the committee and they unanimously support his call.
He comes with ideas and gifts that fit Salem’s needs well. It was
moved by Mike and seconded by Willie to take the name of Pas-
tor Joel Guttormson before the congregation for the position of
senior pastor. All approved. Mike explained the salary and ben-
efit package that we could offer. He estimates this to total
$77,000 per year. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Roy to
offer Pastor Guttormson this package dependent on his age and
synod guidelines. All approved. It was moved by Wayne and se-
conded by Al to schedule a congregational meeting immediately
following worship on March 6. All approved. It was moved by Al
and seconded by Deb to send out a letter to the members of Sa-
lem with more information concerning Pastor Guttormson be-
fore the congregational meeting. All approved. Deb and Scott
will do this. Scott will also contact the Synod office about our
intentions. Pastor Melinda read a thank you from the ELCA
thanking us for mission support. A motion to adjourn was made
by Deb and seconded by Roy. All approved. We closed the
meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Yvonne Beenken
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Holy Week Schedule

fila
Holy Week

Palm Sunday, March 20th

9:00am Worship Service, Students sing

10:00am Sunday School & Coffee Fellowship

10:35am Creature Praise Choir Practice

Maundy Thursday, March 24th

TBA pm 5th Grade Family Meal

7:15 pm Maundy Thursday Worship, First Communion

*  Acolytes: Morgan Brainerd, Nicole Canny, Michelle Jones

* Ushers: Sam Hagenson Family, Emma Hoffman Family,
Christopher Jamtgaard Family

7:15 pm 24 Hour Prayer Vigil begins (See page 15)
Good Friday, March 25th

7:15 pm Good Friday Worship

+  Acolytes: Lindy Brekken, Megan Knutson

*  Ushers: Kayler Jensen Family, Brooke Bergo Family
Easter Sunday, March 27th

7:00 am Sunrise Worship
*  Acolytes: Caleb Swanson, Peyton Severson, Dylan Sanden

+ Ushers: Jayden Hengesteg Family, Tyler Christian Family,
Summer Lauen Family

7:30 am-9:00 am Sunrise Breakfast

9:00 am Easter Communion Worship Service




March 2016

March Volunteers

Sunday 9:00 Worship

6

13

20

27

Acolytes: Madison Holtan, Andrew Fjelstad, Mason Fritz
Communion Servers:

Reader: Cindy Haugsdal

Ushers: Jason & Abby Holtan Family

Acolytes: Ryan Knutson, Elijah Stene
Reader: Tami Alphs
Ushers: Jason & Abby Holtan Family

Acolytes: Kayler Jenson, Michelle Jones, Summer Lauen
Communion Servers:

Reader: Virginia Kingland

Ushers: Dave Anderson, Al Sterrenberg, Rolly Moe, Linda
Helgeson

Acolytes: Brooke Bergo, Michelle Jones, Kit Byers

Reader: Doug Harmon

Ushers: Danielle White Family, Dalton Thorson Family, Riley
Kirschbaum Family

SALEM WOMEN of the ELCA Altar Guild for March

Altar Guild
Tuesday, March 1, 7:00 p.m.

Mission Quilters
Monday, March 14, 1:00 p.m.

WELCA Meeting

Thursday, March 17, 2:00 p.m.

Hostess: Elizabeth Circle

Program: Martha Circle

All Guild Members

Communion Schedule

Sundays, March 6, 20, 27 @ 9am
Sunday, March 27 @ 7am
Thursday, March 24 @ 7:15pm

Mills Harbour & LMCC
Wednesday, March 30

Lake Mills Care Center
Birthday Gifts: Elizabeth Circle

Program: Miriam Circle
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Prayer Families

March 6

Thayne Sorenson, Chelsea
Souder, Brenda Sprecher, Dana
Sprecher, Dillan Sprecher, Eliza-
beth Sprecher Family, Jason
Sprecher, Kevin/Amy Sprecher
Family, Kristal Sprecher,
Wayne/Arlene Sprecher

March 13

Lori Spurgeon, Mary Starn,
Drew Steele, leffrey Steele
Family, Steve/Sue Steele, David
A Steffens, David E/Bonnie
Steffens, Stephanie Steffens
Family, Clarine Steffensen,
Daryl/Linda Stelter

March 20

Shawn Stelter, Andrew/Kendra
Stene, Erich/Julie Stene Family,
Rodney/Beth Stene, Thelma
Stene, Gene Stensrude, Karen
Stensrude, Spencer Stensrude,
Justine Stensrude, Allen Ster-
renberg

March 27

Brian/Karen Sterrenberg Fami-
ly, Candy Sterrenberg Family,
Jon Sterrenberg, Melissa
(Sterrenberg) Holland, Misty
(Sterrenberg) Damm, Marilyn
Storby, Michael Storby, Theresa
Storby, Andrew Story, Vera Sto-

ry

Reserve your
special date to
sponsor the 2016
8:30 a.m. wor-
ship service
broadcast on
KIOW (107.3 FM) radio in Forest
City. The service can also be
heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable
channel 2.
Call the office to reserve your
dates. Cost for 2016 is $83.
Available dates are:

March 20, 27 Junes
July 10,17 August 7, 14
September 4 October 16, 23

November 6,20 December 4, 11

Care Giver’s
Support Group

Tuesday, March 8 at 10:00
a.m. in the Lounge

This meeting is open to any-
one who is caring for a per-
son with any type of chronic
illness. There is no fee —
you do not have to sign up to
come, you are not obligated
to anyone. For more infor-
mation, call Rachel at
641.530.5577.
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Baskets of Promise

WESUPPORT g

lwr.org

.\ Lutheran World Relief
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. LASTING PROMISE. ﬁ

BASKETS 0of PROMISE

This Lent we’re joining Lutheran World Relief’s Baskets of Promise
campaign. Each week we’ll collect a different item that we’ll use to
assemble Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to
stay healthy in life’s most challenging situations.

Our goal is to assemble 200+ LWR Kits during Lent.
HERE IS OUR COLLECTION SCHEDULE:

February 14: Bars of soap

February 21: Bath Towels (Light-weight, dark color, max 52” X 27”)
February 28: Toothbrushes (Adult size, in original packaging)

March 6: Combs

March 13: Nail Clippers (Metal, attached file optional)

March 20: Bars of Soap

Each week the above items may be placed in the basket in the narthex.

PONDER
PURPOSE
PEOPLE
PROCLAIM
PRAISE
Pamn

As People of the Resurrection

Wednesday Schedule During Lent

6:00pm Soup & Sandwiches in the Fellowship Hall
7:15pm Worship in the Sanctuary

11
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Service groups

We are God’s hands and voice on earth and
to do God’s work in the church needs the
help of all. Since we have been given a va-
riety of gifts we can all find a different way
to help.

Salem’s congregation is being divided into
13 service groups to make this more manageable. Each group
will be given a month to serve. Since there are 13 groups the
month your group serves will rotate from year to year, Members
in each group will be able to sign up for things like usher, com-
munion server and lesson reader to name a few. The duties will
vary slightly from month to month along with the church calen-
dar. (For instance —you might sign up to be the sidewalk-salt-

sprinkler on a cold January Sunday.)

We hope that you will prayerfully consider how you can put your
time and talent into God’s service.

Did you know...

5-cent bottles and cans can be returned to the recycling contain-
er at the south end of alley. Bottles and cans should be rinsed,
and then placed in plastic bags (either garbage bags or grocery
sacks). Funds are split between the Education & Youth Boards.

David’s Super Foods and Bills Grocery receipts, Kemps milk tops,
pop tabs, Campbell soup labels and eye glasses may be left in
the baskets on top of the coat rack in the west hall of the Educa-
tion unit. Please do not roll up grocery receipts.

Pop Can Tabs for Ronald McDonald House may be deposited in
the container near the pop machine.

12
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SALEM RECORDS FEBRUARY 2016
Memorials: Funerals:
Roger Juveland: Mylan Johnson
General Fund $400,
$250 Cemetery, Altar Guild $250 Baptisms:

Leila Kloster: Kaci Laine Osheim
General Fund $110

Rudy Nelson Weddings/Trasnfers:
General Fund $10 None

&2 Houi 24 Hour Prayer Vigil

PRA VER VIGIL The night before Jesus was crucified

he went to the upper room and had

the last supper with his disciples.
Afterwards he went to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. He asked
his disciples to watch and pray for an hour. Jesus went further into
the garden and prayed “Father, if it be possible—take this cup from
me. But not my will but Thine be done.” After an hour, he went back
to his disciples and found them asleep. He woke them and again
asked them to watch and pray for an hour. He went back to pray to
his heavenly Father. When he returned an hour later to his disciples
they were still asleep.

To commemorate Jesus hour of trail in the Garden of gethsemane,
Salem Church will be holding a 24-hour prayer vigil in the chapel. It
will take place from after the Maundy Thursday, March 24, 2016 until
the Good Friday service begins on March 25. Please sign up for 1-
hour time slots to “Watch and Pray with Jesus.” Sign-up sheets are in
the Narthex.
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2015 Thrivent Choice Fun Facts

Thrivent Choice is a charitable grant program that gives eligible members of
Thrivent Financial the ability to recommend where Thrivent Financial distrib-
utes some of its charitable funds each year by choosing from a list of thou-
sands of enrolled 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations.

Choice Dollars® Highlights

e By directing Choice Dollars, 313,700 members recommended how
Thrivent Financial distributed more than $54.2 million in charitable out-
reach funds in 2015.

e More than 29,200 churches and organizations received funding through
Thrivent Choice®.

Thrivent Choice Dollars® Grant Funds by Organization Type

/Schools (Pre-12): $5.8M

_— Colleges, Universities
and Seminaries: $1.5M

—— Qutdoor and Campus
Ministries: $2M

— Other Organizations: $12.1M
Churches: $32.8M

BE SURE TO DIRECT 2015 CHOICE DOLLARS®

Eligible Thrivent Financial members have until March 31, 2016, to direct any
remaining 2015Choice Dollars. After that date, Choice Dollars expire.
Through the Thrivent Choice® program, eligible members have the power to
recommend where Thrivent distributes part of its charitable grant funds an-
nually.

Choice Dollars can be directed to thousands of enrolled nonprofit organiza-

tions and congregations, including Salem Lutheran Church
Act soon, before Choice Dollars expire!

Help support what matters most to you by directing Choice Dollars. Visit
Thrivent.com/thriventchoice today or contact Beth Nyguard 641-592-0064
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In preparation for their first communion, our fifth grade class
prepared the ashes for Ash Wednesday worship.

Sunday March 6th & 13th 10:30am-12:00pm
We will begin to explore and learn about First Communion.

Sunday March 20th 10:00am

Willie Skellenger will help the students make Communion Bread
to be used for Maundy Thursday service.

Maundy Thursday March 24th TBA

Fifth grade students and their families will have a meal in the
Fellowship Hall and then will be invited to participate in Holy
Communion together at the Maundy Thursday worship.

If you are interested in join-
ing the Praise Band, please
call Helen in the office.
Thank you!

15
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A Message from LSI

March 2016, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

March is National Professional Social Work Month

March is National Professional Social Work Month, a time to recognize
social workers and thank them for all they do. At Lutheran Services in
lowa (LSI), we're grateful for our many social workers who have dedi-
cated their lives to serving their communities!

Maybe you’ve never had a social worker involved in your life. Yet,
whether you realize it or not, you've had the benefit of their behind-the-
scenes work in your community. Social workers help people help them-
selves in overcoming life’s most difficult circumstances or managing
challenges of everyday living: poverty, abuse, mental iliness, depres-
sion, addiction, disability and many other situations.

Thank you to all of lowa’s social workers, especially those at LSI. We're
proud of you.

LSl is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn more at

www.L Slowa.org and www.facebook.com/L Sl.iowa.

A Stable Home for Angela

When she was little, Angela was placed in lowa’s foster care sys-
tem and was later adopted.

“| always wanted to have more children,” said her adoptive mom

Brenda. “We had done respite for Angela, and when she needed
an adoptive home, she came to live with us. She fit in with us and
knew us. It was an easy transition.”

It was made even easier since Angela had Peggy by her side.
Peggy is a social worker for Lutheran Services in lowa’s (LSI)
behavioral health intervention services (BHIS) and helps children
with a mental health diagnosis learn skills such as coping, anger
management or healthy decision-making.

Over the years, Peggy has been there for Angela during times
when she needed help building some new skills.

“Peggy helped me learn how to calm myself,” Angela said. “I
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learned how to use running to do that, and | like to read. | cope
better now. | know when I'm angry or upset.”

Seeing young people like Angela thrive is what Peggy loves
best.

“It's my brand of social work to support people over the years
and watch them grow,” she said. “Angela has done the hard
work of staying strong throughout her losses, letting others get
closer to her and focusing on what is good in her life. She has
vast potential! She has had caring people all along the way, and
Brenda was just the angel she needed to adopt her. What a
beautiful thing for me to be a part of.”

rmg/ammcf

— To be on time on Sunday,

March 13, set your clocks
ahead an hour March 12.

Time to think about Bible Camps!

Registrations forms for area
Bible Camps are available on the
Education Board table
or online at these websites:

www.ewalu.org

www.okoboji.org

www.riversidelbc.org

Contact the Salem office if you plan on attending any Camp
and register early to take advantage of Camp discounts!
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