Salem Lutheran Church

OUTREACH
August 2015

We invite you to join us for our weekly Worship Services:

Sundays:

8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship Service

9:30 a.m. Coffee Fellowship - Fellowship Hall

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service — South Lawn (Weather Permitting)

Wednesdays:

6:00 p.m. Casual Worship Service— Fellowship Hall

Prepareto...

Pastor Peter Soli
507.369.6303

GROW Peter.Soli@DialogWorks.org

Pastor Melinda McCluskey
563.581.9965
melindamcmc@gmail.com

SHARE Ruth Sheldon, Organist
H 641.592.0184

Janelle Gilbertson, Communications Director
... for Christ’s sake janelle.gilbertson@yahoo.com

MISSION

Salem Lutheran Church members have known and now extend to others the invitation
from Jesus Christ to know him and his gifts of forgiveness, hope, peace, and purpose.
Our desire is to be a welcoming place in service to the Lord who has welcomed us. We
seek to grow in our faith through meaningful worship and study. We seek to share the
gifts of Christ, both as individuals who reach out in love to our families, our community,
our workplaces, and our world, and also as a congregation reaching out with meaningful
and supportive services and programming to people of all ages. We seek to be servants,
following the example of our Lord Jesus, who said that the greatest life is not the one
lived simply for itself, but for the benefit of others.


http://www.salemlakemills.com/tp40/page.asp?id=203782
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Message from Pastor Peter Soli

Worship

= By Pr. Peter Soli

August 2015

A foundation of faith for everything we do

(The following is from the ELCA’s website and repre-
sents our Lutheran understanding of what worship is.)

For Lutherans, worship stands at the center of our life
of faith. Through God’s word, water, bread and prayer
we are nurtured in faith and sent out into the world.

Connected with and central to everything we do, wor-
ship unites us in celebration, engages us in thoughtful
dialogue and helps us grow in faith. It grounds us in
our Christian and Lutheran roots, while demonstrating
practical relevance for today’s world.

While some of the approaches to worship may differ
from one ELCA congregation to another, we hold cer-
tain things in common. Central to our worship life is
the presence of God through word and sacrament.
The word proclaimed and the sacraments —

both Holy Baptism and Holy Communion — are

called the means of grace. We believe that Jesus
Christ is present in these means through the power of
the Holy Spirit. Sometimes we describe worship as a
“gathering around the means of grace.”

A Message from LSI (cont)

The unigue community program, available in the Muscatine and Davenport
areas, is made free to families by local funders and supports those who may
not qualify for traditional services.

Ethan warmed up quickly to his LSI caseworker Ryan during weekly meetings.
He started building skills like learning how to calmly handle frustration and
how to make and keep friendships.

“I was nervous about people coming to our home and how Ethan would re-
act,” Kim said. “But | thought if someone came where he’s comfortable, he
might open up.”

LSI helped the family learn to communicate again. Today Ethan is getting all
A’s and B’s in school. His school suspensions are a thing of the past, and he’s
made some new friends.

“Things are more stable,” Kim said. “We can talk and cope rather than yelling
and screaming. LS| helped us understand each other better.”

Sr. High Service Trip
Information Meeting
2:00 pm Sunday, August 9"
At Winnebago Lutheran

Snacks will be served.
Come and learn about “service trips” and find out the date &
location for the service trip for the summer of 2016.

Sign-Up Begins for the
2016 High School Service Trip
At the conclusion of the Information Meeting you can begin to sign
-up for the 2016 Service Trip.
Signing-up includes completing a registration form with a
non-refundable deposit of $100.00.

Contact the Parish Office any time to sign-up. Registration
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A Message from LSI
Back to School Month

School is right around the corner! As children and teens adjust to a new class-
room routine, the transition can often bring to light behavioral issues that
may stem from a mental health diagnosis, such as ADHD, anxiety, depression
or oppositional defiant disorder.

Did you know Lutheran Services in lowa (LSI) partners with schools across the
state to provide mental health services right in their schools? This makes it
easier to collaborate with educators and reduce the transportation barrier
that sometimes makes it hard for families to attend appointments. We are
grateful for opportunities to provide therapy for uninsured and underinsured
children who otherwise might not get the help they need.

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond together to the
love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service!

LSl is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn more at www.LSlowa.org and
www.facebook.com/LSl.iowa.

Making a “Day and Night” Difference for Ethan

Kim was at her wit’s end. Her son Ethan, who had been bullied, was fighting
with other youth at his middle school. Her daughter Dejah was also struggling
with her parents’ divorce.

“I didn’t know what to do,” Kim said. “I'd tried everything.”

Ethan’s school eventually referred Kim to LSI’s Brief Intensive Services. And
that’s when everything changed.

“It was day and night with the kids,” she said. “At first they weren’t doing so
great, but after awhile it was a complete turnaround.”

LSI’s Brief Intensive Services does just what its name describes — an LSl case-
worker partners with a family for short time, meeting as often as needed, to
help children and teens who are struggling with school, a crisis or behaviors.
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Message from Pastor Peter Soli (cont)

There is also a basic pattern for worship among Luther-
ans. We gather. We encounter God’s word. We share

a meal at the Lord’s table. And we are sent into the
world. But we do not think about worship so much in
terms of what we do. Worship is fundamentally about
what God is doing and our response to God’s action.
Worship is an encounter with God, who saves us
through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

As Salem considers making changes to the Sunday worship
schedule, it seems important to remember:

Worship, regardless of time or style, always is an en-
counter with God. While some things change, this
central fact doesn’t change.

You may be asked to change your Sunday morning rou-
tine by postponing your worship by a half hour and
finishing a half hour latter.

If you are family with children in Sunday School, your
Sunday at Salem may begin a half hour earlier and
end a half hour earlier.

If you are someone who had been attending worship at
10:30, you may be asked start and end your Sunday
worship 90 minutes earlier than before.

If Salem has one service on Sunday mornings, you will
most likely learn some new songs or hymns along with sit-
ting next to some different people. I expect it could be ex-
citing and positive. As I lead worship, I pledge to do my
best to help make the changes constructive, life giving, and
focused on what God is doing.
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Update from the Council

Council Minutes - July 13, 2015

President Harris Honsey called the meeting to order at 5:30 PM. Mem-
bers present were Harris Honsey, Scott Hagenson, Mike Swenson, Deb
Throne, Yvonne Beenken, Keith Johnson, Wayne VanVeldhuizen, Al Skel-
lenger, Tami Alphs, Steve Nelson, Karla Eaton, Janelle Gilbertson, and
Pastor Melinda. Pastor Melinda opened the meeting with devotions. It
was moved by Mike and seconded by Keith to accept the minutes of the
previous regular meeting. All approved. It was moved by Scott and se-
conded by Al to accept the minutes of the Council/Call Committee/
Transition Team meeting on June 1 and the special Congregational
Meeting of June 7. All approved

Secretary’s Report: Correspondence was read from Jim and Virginia
Kingland.

Treasurer’s Report: Mike reported a checkbook balance of $14,552.71.
Income for June was $24,112.34 and expenses were $32,305.72. Our
deficit is -543,448.06 through the end of June. It was moved by Tami and
seconded by Wayne to accept this report. All approved.

Financial Secretary’s Report: Deb reported that the Starting Strong Ap-
peal is going well. So far 45 pledges have been received and $18,303.00
has been pledged. Updates on this appeal will be in the Bulletin. She is
working on individual statements for congregation members to be mailed
out semiannually. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Al to accept
this report. All approved.

Board of Worship and Music: They have not met but will be reviewing
the worship surveys completed by the congregation. No music director
has been found for 10:30 worship. There was extensive discussion on the
possibility of holding one service on Sundays but no action taken. Several
members of the Council expressed reluctance to make changes to the
worship schedule at this time. It is hoped that the worship surveys may
give some direction about what the congregation wants to do. It was
agreed to proceed with caution in regards to this issue and to clearly
communicate with the congregation about what the options might be.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: Keith and Wayne reported
that they are working on a fund raiser to be held in the Fall and/or a spe-
cial Fall event in conjunction with the regular Stewardship Drive.

August 2015

News from Salem

With a $250 donation from Thrivent Lutheran, the Quilting
Club was able to purchase fabric for many quilts! Shown
above are: Darlene Anderson, Gladys Biehl, Sue Langerud,
Elaine Ingebritson, Margaret Rogstad, Muriel Rognes, and
Joan Kloster.

'ﬁ School is right around the corner for our

lo
? thes Close - youth and the clothes closet is in need of

‘u ‘
i L needed clothes and. ‘ a few items. We are looking for new socks

W clothed me."
E; " and underwear for ages 5-15.
Matthew 25:38

~rvA A AN

The Closet will be open for "Back to School" shopping on August
20th (Thursday) and 21st (Friday). Hours will be 10:30am-
12:30am.
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This fall, YOU have the power to change a student’s life forever:

* Help a student master reading
* Become their friend via letter-writing
¢ Help get their day off to a bright start

o

MINIMUM

RSVP Informational Open House
Tuesday, August 4
1:30 p.m.

Grand Café, 201 W. Main , Lake Mills

(641) 422-4255 |

RSVP Informational Open House
Tuesday, August 4 @ 1:30 pm

Grand Cafe

Update from the Council (cont)

Board of Education: Janelle reported that Rally Sunday will be Septem-
ber 13. They have been discussing what Sunday School would look like if
we have one service on Sundays.

Board of Youth: Karla reported that they have planned a boating event
for July 26 at Clear Lake.

Board of Life and Growth: Tami reported that they are continuing work
on the formation of service groups including all members of the congre-
gation.

Board of Property and Management: Steve reported that Salem’s prop-
erty insurance has been renewed with Farm and City Insurance. They
note repairs are needed on the roof of the main sanctuary and on the
educational unit. The landscaping project has been completed. Much of
the expenses were donated or given at cost by businesses. The Enduring
Gift Fund will pay for the remainder of the costs. It was moved by Scott
and seconded by Janelle to accept these reports. All approved.

Lead Pastor’s Report: Pastor Soli was absent for a continuing education
event.

Associate Pastor’s Report: Pastor Melinda submitted a written report of
her pastoral acts for the month of June. She is working on developing an
elder ministry and will start committee meetings for this in the Fall. It
was moved by Al and seconded by Steve to accept this report. All ap-
proved.

Communication Director’s Report: Janelle reported that she has updat-
ed the Facebook page and completed the newsletter. She also arranged
for the Salem float to be in the July Jubilee parade. She has found a place
to store the float. It was moved by Mike and seconded by Keith to accept
this report. All approved.

Old Business: There was no old business

New Business: There were no visitor comments. There was no Call Com-
mittee report. Wayne moved to authorize the use of funds from the
money market account held at the Waukon bank and to approve giving
Harris or Mike the authority to transfer this money if necessary to pay
general bills. This was seconded by Steve and all approved. Deb moved
to approve preauthorization of fixed and non-negotiable expenses such
as payroll, utilities, insurance, etc. This would give Mike and Helen au-
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Update from the Council (cont)

thority to pay these monthly fixed costs. The motion was seconded by
Tami and all approved. There was discussion regarding the payment of
benevolence contributions to the Synod. We currently make monthly
payments of $2500 per month which is approximately 10% of our total
income. We would like to make monthly payments based on our actual

income for each month rather than
a fixed amount. Our benevolence
amount would remain the same
but this payment schedule would
improve our cash flow. It was
moved by Keith and seconded by
Janelle to make this change. All
approved. A 6 month job perfor-
mance review will be scheduled for
Pastor Melinda conducted by Har-
ris, Deb, and Keith. A 12 month
performance review will be sched-
uled for Pastor Soli and conducted
by Scott, Mike and Karla. It was
moved by Karla and seconded by
Janelle to reactivate the member-
ship of Pamela Moe. All approved.
It was moved by Tami and second-
ed by Scott to approve the trans-
fers of Paul & Carol Odegaard, Ad-
am Odegaard,and Molly Odegaard
to Emmons Lutheran Church and
Scott Abbey to Peace Lutheran
Church, Mankato, MN. All ap-
proved. A motion to adjourn was
made by Keith and seconded by Al.
All approved. The next regular
Council meeting will be August 10.
We closed the meeting with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Yvonne Beenken

August 2015

SALEM RECORDS for July:

Memorials:
Beryl Sand
African Missions $10,
Mission Quilters $10

Audrey Haugsdal
Music $20

Pam Charlson
General Fund $25

Alvira Kloster
WELCA $10, Good Samaritan $5,
Mission Quilters $30, Cemetery $60

Reuben Hanna
Building Fund $10, General Fund $25

Funerals:
Beverly King, Sharon Hegel,
Gayle Trytten, Reuben Hanna,
Ruth Tweeten, Kermit Grunhovd

Baptisms:
Andrew Ryan Story

Weddings:
Ashley Brackey & Randy Lawson

Transfers:
Paul & Carol Odegaard,
Adam Odegaard, Molly Odegaard

Member Re-activation:
Pam Moe

vlajclk

4 * UP Lifting

! m > Ways to Start the
New $chool Year

N O 1 = W N

Wake UP- dedide to have a good day.
“This is the day which the Lord has made, we
will rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24

Dress UP- the best way to dress up is to put
on a smile!

Cheer UP- say nice things, have a positive
attitude, be a good friend and help others!

Stand UP- for what you believe in!

Look UP-to the Lord. “l can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

Reach UP- for something higher. Set some great
goals and ask God to help you.

Lift UP- your prayers. God is only a prayer away!

Please help my child to

row in wisdom, dnd in
stature, dnd in fdvor with

you dand others this year.
E LUKE 2:52
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Lutheran World Relief School Kits
Education is important for any community, especially where pov-
erty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach
their potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help
children--and in some cases, adults—continue their learning de-
spite the hardships they face. And that learning leads to a better
life for them, their families and their communities.

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH KIT:
e Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled paper
approximately 8” X 107%”; no loose-leaf paper

¢ One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler with centimeters and
inches

¢ One pencil sharpener

¢ One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)

¢ One eraser

e Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secured with
a band

e Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a
rubber band

¢ One box of 16 or 24 crayons

¢ One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approxi-
mately 14” X 17” with shoulder straps (no standard back-
packs); fabrics include heavy cotton, canvas, denim, and
twill

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items

listed. All items should be new and in good condition. Remove
any excess packaging, pack all items in the bag and close. Do not
enclose the Kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. Place Kits
in the box in narthex.
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Update from the Call Committee

Sunday, July 19, 2015

The call committee met with Pastor Stephen Brackett, Assistant
to the Bishop, on Monday, July 13. Pastor Brackett had planned
to bring the names of 2 candidates for us to review and hopeful-
ly schedule interviews, however, one of the candidates had just
accepted a call and the other was scheduled for a second inter-
view at another church. We, of course, are happy for these can-
didates and the churches they will be serving. This just means
that we must have patience and trust that our turn and the right
pastor for Salem is in our near future.

Pastor Brackett has 2-4 additional candidates that he feels would
be good matches for Salem and as soon as he hears from these
candidates that they are interested in Salem and the appropriate
interviews with the Synod are completed, he will send the names
to us and we will be scheduling interviews.

Once again, | ask you to keep Salem, the call committee and our
future pastor in your prayers.

Thank you.
Cindy Haugsdal, Call Committee Chairman

‘~ = LifeServe Blood
Llfg)e/'v\/f/ Center held a blood
drive at Salem July
14 with 22 donors including 1 first time donor. Lives
Saved: 66
Be proud of your accomplishment - we are! We look forward to
working with you again soon! If you have any questions call
800.287.4903 or visit lifeservebloodcenter.org

Next Blood Drive at Salem is scheduled for September 8. 1:00 -
6:00 p.m.
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| $32,000

Starting Strong- Goal $32,000

As we prepare to call and welcome a $25 600

/) new pastor, we are also taking provi-

& sions to make our journey ahead $19,200

smooth. Our four month goal is to $12,800

)P raise $32,000 above and beyond our

& regular giving. With 52 pledges, our 26,400

current total is at $21,585! $0
& f you have not returned your pledge,

you may do so at any time.

y
sy gssssssssssssssssss s\
Thank you to Throne Landscaping, Three Oaks Greenhouse and the
many volunteers who have helped with our landscaping this summer!

August 2015

Ministry Opportunities

Care Giver’s
Support Group

Next meeting is
Tuesday, August 11
10:00 a.m. in Salem’s
Lounge

This meeting is open
to anyone who is car-
ing for a person with
any type of chronic
iliness. There is no
fee — you do not
have to sign up to
come,

you are not obligated
to anyone. For more
information call Ra-
chel at 641.530.5577.

We are looking for

volunteers to help run

the video equipment for RORNYEAE
WANTED

the contemporary ser-

vice. You will be
trained! Please let us know if you are

interested!

Reserve your special

. date to sponsor the

i 2013 8:30 a.m. wor-
mm@n@ ship service broadcast
on KIOW (107.3 FM) ra-
dio in Forest City. The service can
also be heard at 8:30 a.m. on cable
channel 2.

Call the office to reserve your dates.
Cost for 2015 is $83.

Dates available for 2015:
Oct 18, Nov 1, 29, Dec 6, 13, 27

Watch your mailboxes

for Sunday School
Information! Rally X
Sunday will be Sunday, sundaﬁChOOI

September 13th.

If you would like to volunteer to help teach,
please contact the office. We are always look-
ing for more helpers. Thank you!
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Ministry Opportunities

Prayer Families

August 2

Travis Manley, Allen Mannes,
Heather Mannes Family, Kristin
Mannes Family, Robert/Beverly
Mannes, Benjamin/Rebecca Mar-
tinson Family, Daniel Martinson,
Jessi Mary

August 9

Paul/Lori Mason, Melinda/Scott
McClusky Family, Lindsay McCord
Family, Kevin McDonald, Laurie
McDonald, Michelle McDonald,
Molly McDonald, Charles/Jennifer
McGrady

August 16

James/Jacqueline McGrady, Ange-
la McHugh, Curran Mclaughlin,
Lori Mclaughlin, Dale Mehus,
Kyle/Marie Menke Family, Barbara
Miller, Dennis/Sue Miller

August 23

George Miller, Jaci Miller, Myrna
Miller, Wayne/Mildred Miller,
Sarah Minkel, Brendon Moe, Clari-
ne Moe, David Moe

August 30

Rollyn Moe, Ronald/Phyllis Moen,
Kayla Monaghan, Anthony Mon-
son, Gale/Phyllis Monson, Nancy
Moore, Jill Morehead, Benjamin
Moretz

Please
make sure
we are
good
good neighbors neighbors
to the St.
Patrick’s Catholic church. With wor-
ship at similar times, please make
sure you are not parking in their
parking lot. Thank you in advance!

SALEM WOMEN of the ELCA
Altar Guild for August
Tuesday, August 4, 7:00 p.m.

Mission Quilters
Monday, August 10, 1:00 p.m.

WELCA Meeting
Thursday, August 13, 2:00 p.m.
Hostess: Miriam Circle

Program: Rhoda Quilters

Altar Guild for July
Shannon Bruhns

Pat Thorson

Communion Schedule
Sundays, August 2 & 16
Wednesdays, August 5 & 19

Mills Harbour & LMCC
Wednesday, August 26

Lake Mills Care Center
Birthday Gifts: Deborah Circle

Program: Tabitha Circle

@E 'Being a Game
. y Changer Online

With today’s technology, you can reach in minutes the physical
ground that Paul and other game changers covered in years. Like Paul,
you can share your life and how God is moving in it. It's mind-blowing
how instantly you can communicate a need, connect others to it, and rally
a tidal wave of genuine support from people all over the world.

Here are some ways to be a game changer:

= Share what God is up to in your life. Pray for others and invite others
to pray with you.

= Provide friends and followers with relevant resources or links. Share
sermons, books that are meaningful to you, videos that inspire or
blog posts that instruct or inspire.

= Respect, love, and listen to the people in your online communities.
Recognize that they, too, have words of life to share with you. The
best teachers are the teachable ones.

= Be honest and transparent. We do not need more drama in our lives.

= Use open ended questions to spark deeper conversation. You will
learn what is on peoples’ hearts & minds.

= Bring your faith based perspective to conversations during local &
global tragedies. Share relief efforts & spur others to action. Your
words and actions can be powerful and bring hope to seemingly
hopeless situations.

= Be kind and compassionate in your tone so you can loving respond to
others. Engaging in a fight does not help the situation and it hurts
your own integrity.

= Always use a private message to address sensitive situations and re-
member, it is impossible to love people if you are busy judging them.

Adapted from @Sticky Jesus by Tami Heim and Toni Birdsong
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Letter from Presiding Bishop Eaton

AR . . .
ws5 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

LAYy

\1}?}9

God's work, Qur hands,

“Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things” (1 Corinthians 13:7).

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Grace and peace to you in the name of the crucified and risen
Christ.

Last week the U.S. Supreme Court rendered its decision an-
nouncing the right of same-gender couples to have equal access
to marriage. For many members of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, this decision is a welcome sign of hope and
a time for celebration. Other members of this church do not
agree with the court’s decision and remain deeply concerned
because of their understanding of Scripture.

This decision affects each of us, some profoundly, and we are
not of one mind. Let us continue to accompany one another with
prayer, love and mutual respect as we reflect on this new reality
and remember Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians about the enduring
power of God’s love. The ELCA social statement “Human Sexu-
ality: Gift and Trust” (2009) neither endorses nor forbids same-
gender marriages and recognizes that we have differing under-
standings and convictions on this matter. In its decision, the
court stated that “the First Amendment ensures that religious or-
ganizations and persons are given proper protection as they
seek to teach the principles that are so fulfilling and so central to
their lives and faiths.”

According to this church’s social statement on human sexuality,
all decisions about recognizing, supporting and holding publicly
accountable same-gender relationships are entrusted to congre-
gations. Recognizing that the church is not of one mind on this
subject, our 2009 actions provide that congregations and clergy
should discern together whether to recognize such relationships

Letter from Presiding Bishop Eaton (cont)

God'’s intention for all humanity is that we see the intrinsic worth,
dignity and value of all people. Racism undermines the promise
of community and fractures authentic relationships with one an-
other. As Christians, though, we live in the conviction that the
church has been gathered together in the joyful freedom of the
reign of God announced by and embodied in Jesus. That reign
has not come in its fullness, but the message of God'’s “yes” to
the world breaks down all dividing walls as we live into that

promise.

| urge you to deepen your involvement in and commitment to this
important work to which we all are called. | believe our live
webcast on this topic on Aug. 6 is one useful way for us to pur-
sue this together, and | hope you will view and take part in it.

You may read more about this webcast at www.ELCA.org/
webcast, where a link to the live webcast will be embedded. A
live stream also will be available at www.Facebook.com/
Lutherans. Twitter hashtag is #ELCAConfrontRacism. If you
would like to submit a question to be considered during the live
webcast, please send it to livinglutheran@elca.org and provide
your name and your congregation’s name, city and state.

Join me for this important conversation.

Your Sister in Christ,

W@M

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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Letter from Presiding Bishop Eaton
AR . . .
ws5 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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God's work, Qur hands,

Webcast

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The hard but undeniable fact of deeply embedded racism in
American society has come to the fore in painful ways this past
year through high-profile occurrences of racial discrimination,
hatred and violence — including racially motivated killings. As Lu-
theran Christians, what should be our response and witness? As
members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, how
are we called to confront the sin of racism?

We need to talk and we need to listen, but we also need to act.
As one important step in this process, | invite you to join me and
William B. Horne I, an ELCA lay leader and member of the
ELCA Church Council, for a live webcast conversation on the
complexity and implications of racism on Thursday, Aug. 6, at 8
p.m. (CDT).

Through our church’s social statement — “Freed in Christ: Race,
Ethnicity, and Culture” — the ELCA collectively has expressed its
calling to confront racism and advocate for justice and fairness
for all people. You can read this social statement here. In addi-
tion, | have made several public statements on behalf of the
church recently on this subject. Those statements are available
here.
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Letter from Presiding Bishop Eaton (cont)

and to what degree.

Pastors are to engage in conversation, discernment and partner-
ship with the congregations who have called them prior to solem-
nizing or presiding over a same-gender marriage. On the other
hand, no pastor is obligated to solemnize the marriage of any
couple, same-gender or different-gender, whom the pastor can-
not in good conscience marry.

As Lutheran Christians, we continue to be a church that engages
in conversation and discernment in all aspects of our faith and
life. Creating space for respectful conversation and dialogue con-
tinues to be an important part of our life together. A helpful re-
source for engaging in difficult conversations is “Talking Together
as Christians about Tough Social Issues.” In addition, the ELCA
Ministry to and with Same-Gender Couples and their Families
Working Group remains in the process of completing its work. A
report of the group’s findings and possible recommendations will
be presented to the ELCA Church Council at its November meet-
ing.

We seek to see our differences as a gift to be celebrated as we
live out that which unites us: the mercy and grace of Jesus Christ
who leads us into mission and ministry in the world. In the midst
of this change, we are first and foremost church — a church that
proclaims the good news of Jesus Christ. May God bless, guide
and strengthen you each day as you go in peace and serve the
Lord.

Your Sister in Christ,

%?m«g,m

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
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https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fwebcast&srcid=74933&srctid=1&erid=13241592&trid=59b1f8d2-cf6b-492b-888c-087f313019c0
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository%2frace_ethnicity_culture_statement.pdf&srcid=74933&srctid=1&erid=13241592&trid=59b1f8d2-cf6b-492b-888c-087f313019c0
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fResources%2fPresiding-Bishop-Messages&srcid=74933&srctid=1&erid=13241592&trid=59b1f8d2-cf6b-492b-888c-087f313019c0
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository%2fTalking_Together_Social.pdf&srcid=74120&srctid=1&erid=13117592&trid=9119d882-0050-470e-aa93-1f49ef3bdc09
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fdownload.elca.org%2fELCA%2520Resource%2520Repository%2fTalking_Together_Social.pdf&srcid=74120&srctid=1&erid=13117592&trid=9119d882-0050-470e-aa93-1f49ef3bdc09

