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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Sept. 7 – 13 
 

Freed—From and For 

Freedom flows through all the readings this day. Moses reminds the people of 

Israel they have the freedom to choose between life and prosperity or death and 

adversity. Ironically, this freedom to choose life comes through the freedom to 

choose obedience to the commands of God. In other words, Moses tells the 

people, they are free to choose bondage to God and life or bondage to sin and 

death. Either way they will be bound to something. 

In the second reading Paul reminds Philemon that he—Paul—is not free but is a 

“prisoner of Christ Jesus.” This is Paul’s linguistic wordplay to help convince 

Philemon to free his slave Onesimus. Paul reminds Philemon that he has the 

freedom to hold on to his slave Onesimus and the freedom to grant Onesimus 

freedom as his brother in Christ. 

In the gospel Jesus speaks a challenging word, which resonates in ways that 

might make modern people a tad uncomfortable. You might phrase it: Do you 

own your stuff or does your stuff own you? Jesus seems to suggest that our 

stuff, our possessions, could make it difficult to follow faithfully. It is easy to 

dismiss this suggestion with a wave of the hand, “Oh, that certainly is not me”—

until you start to consider just how much stuff is stored up in our homes and 

attics and garages (some of the latter with no room for cars). 

In Christ, freedom comes from letting go. Freedom comes through giving away 

and trusting Jesus. In Christ we are free people. Free to choose life, free to 

choose faithfulness, and free to open our arms wide and receive the free grace 

of God. This is the God who chooses to never stop loving us. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Psalm 1 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Exodus 32:7-14 
Psalm 51:1-10 

1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
7-Ella Stene 
8-Griffin McCord 

9-Betsy Byars 
9-Braylon Hanson 

10-Kendall Dahle 
10-Daniel White 
10-Krystle Foley 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Mike & Janet Swenson, Betty Thompson, 
Dennis S. Thompson, Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Arlin & Pat Thorson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 8/31/25:  $      4,269              Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 9/1/25:  $ 125,589                   53 
LAST YEAR: as of 9/1/24:  $ 132,846 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $    -7,258 
  

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some 
home visits to members requesting a visit.  Take one of the devotional booklets 
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit.  Sign up sheet is in 
the Narthex, or call the office.  -Board of Life & Growth 
 

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and 
would like a visit with one of our Salem members.  If you know of someone, let 
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex. 
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer.  -Board of Life & Growth 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771 
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.   

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-7/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-7/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-7/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-7/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-14/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-9-14/0


Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

September 7:  After worship the Stewardship Board will be serving scrambled 
eggs, hashbrowns, sausage and fruit. Tables will be set up on the south lawn, but 
also by the staff parking area for more level ground. The Youth Board will 
provide fun games on the south lawn as well. Everyone is welcome!! 
 

 

WELCA—September 18: Time to visit Alaksa! Karen Bradley will be here at our 

September WELCA meeting to take us on a visual tour of Alaska. She has been 

there twice and has many photos of scenery and wildlife to share. Come to the 

Lounge at 2:00pm on Sept. 18 to visit Alaksa! 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, Sept. 18; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. 
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Save The Dates:  Third grade bible classes will be taught on October 5, 12 & 19 
immediately following worship. On October 26, those that attended the class 
will be gifted a new bible from the Youth Board. 
 

Save The Date: October 26, the Board of Youth will be hosting a Trunk or Treat 
Event 4:00pm-5:30pm.  We will be asking for volunteers to host trunks for this 
event and also donations of goodies (baked items, snack mix etc) to be enjoyed 
by those hosting trunks and those attending the event.  
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 7/31/25 is $105,432.31 
The total received as of 9/1/25 is $170,602. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Worship Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in 
the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you would like to learn how 
to help with sound, monitors or live stream, call the office 641.592.1771 

http://lifesesrvebloodcenter.org/?fbclid=IwAR1QsQclzTy1cpOdl-4vr6y4A2V8W6MuS8U58prf35AhyEMqBEyoXKnd7xw


Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be 
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few 
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make 
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance anytime. 
 

  
 

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in 
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the 
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed 
at the south entrance. In need of food when the food shelf is not open? Call and 
leave a message at 641-592-1771 and you will get a call back to arrange pickup. 
 

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the 
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need 
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person 
included in the prayer chain, please call the office. 
 

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and 
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in 
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and 
the prayer request will get sent out.  If there is no answer, leave a message. All 
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you! 
 

Collections:  We collect pop tabs, eyeglasses and receipts from David’s 
Marketplace and Hy-Vee. The WELCA group receives 1 tenth of 1% of all receipts 
collected from David's. The Hy-Vee receipts go towards a cure for cancer.  The 
baskets for all of these are in the Narthex (under the coat rack).  Please do not 
roll the receipts and keep David's separate from Hy-Vee.  Thank you! 
 



School Kits:  Education is important for any community, especially where 
poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their 
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some 
cases, adults—continue their learning despite the hardship they face. And that 
learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities. 

 

Salem will be collecting School Kits and supplies to make the kits. Donations 
can be left in the Narthex. 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITMES IN EACH FABRIC KIT: 

*One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
*Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or 
college-ruled paper approximately 
8”x101/2”, no loose-leaf paper 
*One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
*One sturdy drawstring backpack-style 
cloth bag approximately 14”x 17” with 
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); 
recommended fabric include heavy 
cotton, canvas, denim or twill 

*Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 
secure together with a rubber band 
*One pencil sharpener 
*One eraser 
*One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler 
with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other 
*Five unsharpened #2 pencils with 
erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band 

 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.   All items should 
be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in 
the bag and close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 
 

Visit lwr.org/beinvolved and click on School Kits or call 800.597.5972 for an 
easy-few backpack-style bag pattern and tips for purchasing pre-made bags. 
 

Women’s Day Away:  October 11 at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford IA.  
9am-5:45pm.  Total cost is $49 with a $15 non-refundable deposit.  Theme: 
“Seeing JOY Every Day”.  Enjoy wonderful sessions and discussion, a banquet 
meal, worship, and time to relax in a beautiful seeing and connect with other 
women with free time options such as pontoon rids, crafts, nature walks and 
pampering stations. The special speaker will be Kari Lantz. For more information 
call Marci in the Salem office.  (leave a message if no answer) 



Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games, 
crafts & activities, BUT…..we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success. 
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of 
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. A Youth Board member will 
lead and do all the planning.  Just pick a date that works with your schedule and 
sign up.  Thank you to everyone that helps create memories for our Salem kids.   
 

 



NAMES  OF  THE  BIBLE 
WORD  SEARCH 

 
 

 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  THE  SOUTH  LAWN   
AREA  TO CELEBRATE  RALLY  SUNDAY  WITH  FOOD  AND  GAMES 

 

SUNDAY 9/7 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Dennis Hanson) 
10:00am Games & Food—South Lawn 
 

MONDAY 9/8 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 9/10 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation-Choir Room 
 

THURSDAY 9/11 
9:30am Fine Arts Guild-Lounge 
 

SUNDAY 9/14 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
  
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! 
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
-- Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(We are charged a much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 
Wheelchair available:  Ask an usher for assistance if needed.  
 
Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Monday-Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-2  
(Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

