
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Sept. 28 – October 4 
 

Place-sharing 
Today’s gospel evokes our sympathy. It opens the possibility—described as an 
impossibility—of place-sharing, trading or sharing places with each other. It also 
echoes a common theme: the pursuit of wealth in this world can lead us into 
idolatry and away from faith in Christ. Instead, as the reading from 1 Timothy 
reminds us, we should pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, endurance, 
and gentleness, so that there is no “poor man named Lazarus” dying at our 
gates. After all, the greatest treasure—our eternal salvation? has already been 
procured for us through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Knowing this, we can 
share all we have with our neighbors, even our very place and salvation, 
confident that God will continue to provide for our needs. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Amos 6:1a, 4-7 

Psalm 146 
1 Timothy 6:6-19 

Luke 16:19-31 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 

Psalm 37:1-9 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
29-Janet Chiu 1-Jadyn Hengesteg 2- Knox Ritter          4-Thea Hoffman 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Hazel Willert, Bart & Medara Winter, Donald 
& Joan Winter, Ruth Yegge, David & Patricia Young 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 9/21/25:  $      3,116              Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 9/23/25:  $ 135,552                 89 
LAST YEAR: as of 9/23/24: $ 142,550 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $    -6,999 
 

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism, Bentley 
Ryan Anderson, son of Kaitlyn & Alec Anderson. Bentley was baptized on 
September 14th during worship. His godparents are Josh & Sami Bruns, Riley & 
Katie Bruns and Ryan Bruns. His grandparents are Gorden & Denise Anderson 
and Richard & Joely Bruns. 
 

Save The Dates:  Third grade bible classes will be taught on October 5, 12 & 19 
immediately following worship. On October 26, those that attended the class 
will be gifted a new bible from the Youth Board. 
 

Save The Date: October 26, the Board of Youth will be hosting a Trunk or Treat 
Event 4:00pm-5:30pm.  We will be asking for volunteers to host trunks for this 
event and also donations of goodies (baked items, snack mix etc) to be enjoyed 
by those hosting trunks and those attending the event.  
 

Our Savior’s Church in Leland IA has invited us to their French Toast Breakfast 
on Saturday, October 4th.  Egg bake, sausage or ham, juice and coffee will also 
be served.  Free will offering.  8:00am-1:00pm.  Plus they will have a bake sale! 
 

WELCA Church Bazaar: Saturday, October 4th at Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
(428 W. Walnut St. Manly IA) there will be breakfast, baked goods/lefse, crafts, 
basket/quilt donations, garden goodies, mugs & cookbooks. 8:30am-11:00am 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771 
Dates available--Oct 19, 26, Nov 30, Dec 28.   
 



Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, September 2, 2025 – 6:30 pm 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with 
devotions. 
Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud, 
Laura Gardner, Marci Prescott, Mary Peterson, Marilyn Hoffman.  Guests: Jeff 
Christianson, LMPD, Shannon Bruhns, Kathy Chose, Lori Eekhoff, Kari Osheim, 
Chelsea Roder, Ashley Brackey. 
The Call Committee report and Life Wise and Kari Osheim were moved to the 
beginning of the meeting. 
 

Call Committee Report – Shannon Bruhns and Kathy Chose 
They reported on the video that will be made on Rally Sunday, September 7th.  
Once completed, this will be placed on the ELCA website to represent Salem to 
potential pastors and others. They noted 2 other churches called pastors after 
their videos were uploaded. Several people have been asked to do a short video 
presentation on Salem activities, Good Samaritan and Community Outreach 
Ministry following the games and breakfast that will be held after the church 
service. They encouraged all congregational members to attend the breakfast 
and other activities. 
 

Life Wise Report – Lori Eekhoff 
Classes are scheduled to begin on September 24 with 7 students currently 
enrolled. Forty-five-minute classes will be held on Wednesday and Thursday 
mornings. For safety concerns similar to what the school currently does, it was 
approved to place window cling to the hall doors for rooms 2 and 4 as well as 
safety locks and a landline phone. It is not feasible to lock down the church as 
the school does. All expenses are paid by Life Wise as they require that they fully 
fund all expenses related to the program. Classes are planned for students in 
grades 3 and 4 that have parental permission to attend. Life Wise has been 
approved by the LM School and aligns with current school policy. Full curriculum 
information can be viewed at:  Curriculum - LifeWise Academy and  Statement of 
Faith - LifeWise Academy 

https://lifewise.org/curriculum/
https://lifewise.org/statementoffaith/
https://lifewise.org/statementoffaith/


Kari Osheim  
Kari, Chelsea and Ashley were in attendance to discuss concerns of the Life Wise 
curriculum and to also discuss what Salem is doing to attract more young 
families and be more welcoming to all people. 
 

Secretary’s Report: August council minutes were available for review. Mike 
noted that wind sails had not been ordered at this time. Motion by Laura and 
second by Marci to approve the minutes with noted change. Carried.  
 

Communications and correspondence: Marilyn noted there was a $50 
anonymous donation.  
 

Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. 
Total income for August 2025 $14,001.02 
Total Expenses for August 2025 $9,387.67 (Income less expense +$5,946.06) 
Checking account balance (8/31/25) $150,343.90 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (8/31/25) $105,432.31 
CD’s at FTSB (7/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12 
CD at MBT (7/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60 
 

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report. 
2025 YTD total offerings (9/1/25) $125,589 
Mike moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Marci. All 
approved.  
 

Board Reports 
Worship & Music Board Report - Mary Peterson 
The Board of Worship & Music met on Aug 27th and discussed the following 
items: 

• Confirmation Orientation which will be held Sept 3rd lead by Pastor 
Melinda 

• Confirmation classes begin Sept 10th 
• Acolyte scheduling 
• Rally Sunday Sept 7th 



• CCLI update with recommendation to take to council – required to comply 
with copyright music and worship 

• Pulpit Supply for last Qtr of 2025 
 

Life and Growth Board Report – Sue Langerud 
• We are having a cookie/cakewalk in the Fall Festival in the park on Sept. 

25.   
• We have a number of people wishing to visit but no one requesting 

visitors.   
• We are watching the numbers of devotional booklets, adjusting to 

availability.   
• We will be requesting prayer pen pals for first graders.  

 

Stewardship and Social Ministry Board Report 
• No Report 

 

Property and Management Board Report - Mike Swenson 
• The quote for the wind sails is being refined. 
• Mike noted the agreement has been signed with Jaeger Assciates, Inc 

from Titonka for Steeple work. A check was given to them to cover one 
half of the work. The quote was redone to include tearing off the old 
shingles rather than shingling over them, which raised the quote to 
$69,800. Shingling the steeples, replacing the floor and removing the bell 
will start in September.  

• Suggestions are encouraged on how to mount the bell and where to place 
it. 

 

Youth & Education Board Report – Marci Prescott 
• The confirmation students went tubing on Clear Lake with the Tweeten’s 

and then out for dinner and that went well.   
• Our group is preparing for the start of faith formation, Rally Sunday and 

blessing of the backpacks/students/teachers. 
• There are posters up for the events planned between now and the end of 

the year for faith formation. 



Pastor Report: None 
Sue moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Laura. All approved. 
Old Business:  
Call Committee Report – Shannon Bruhns and Kathy Chose.  See above at 
beginning of minutes. 
New Business:   
A. See the LifeWise and Kari Osheim notes at beginning of the minutes. 
B. New members – None 
C. Transfers/statistical adjustments – None 
D. Next Meeting: TUESDAY, October 7, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.  
WE CLOSE IN PRAYER 
A. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
B. Motion to adjourn by Mike, second by Marilyn. All approved. The meeting 
was adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Marilyn Hoffman, Acting Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! 
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
-- Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(We are charged a much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 
Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 8/29/25 is $105,632.31 
The total received as of 9/23/25 is $170,702. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 
SUNDAY 9/28 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 
MONDAY 9/29 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 
WEDNESDAY 10/1 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation-Choir Room 
 
THURSDAY 10/2 
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour 
9:30am Grace Circle-Library 
 
SUNDAY 10/5 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
10:00am Third Grade Bible Class-Lounge 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Monday-Thursday 10:00am-5:00pm 
Friday: Closed  (Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 


