SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sept. 21 - 27

Love or Money?
A rich landowner tells his unsatisfactory manager he’s going to fire him. We
don’t know how long the employee had to clear his desk, but apparently it was
long enough to win friends and influence the people who had accounts with his
boss. The manager called them in and reduced their debt. When the boss heard
about it, for some reason he didn’t call his lawyer but sat back and laughed in
admiration.
How could Jesus tell a story where the main character is a crook? Why did the
boss commend the bad manager? What is Jesus trying to tell us? This parable
can be difficult for us to interpret. One possibility: Dr. Audrey West, in the 2004
Lutheran Woman Today Bible study, described a parable as a story about
something ordinary, with a surprise or twist that leads us to experience reality in
a new way, so that it may even transform our daily living. The surprise in this
parable is not the manager’s self-serving behavior, as we’ve seen for ourselves in
some corporate accounting scandals in the news. The surprise is the boss
showing mercy.
Does this boss remind you of someone? Maybe the landowner in another
parable who pays a full day’s wage to farm workers who spent barely one hour
in the vineyard? The father running out to welcome a shamed and destitute,
long-lost son? Or someone who's been in the news lately? Is there any way that
he reminds you of God?
In God’s economy, people matter more than profits. The prophet (first reading),
the psalmist, and Jesus, telling the parable, agree on this. The epistle writer adds
a prayer for “a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and dignity” for everyone,
boss and beggar alike.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Amos 8:4-7 Amos 6:1a, 4-7
Psalm 113 Psalm 146
1 Timothy 2:1-7 1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:1-13 Luke 16:19-31

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

21-Linda Helgeson 23-Peyton Severson 26-Daniel Rice
21-Laura Knudtson 24-Bennett Eaton 26-Adam Sauer
22-Kevin Sprecher 24-Reece Helgeson 26-Ben Stene
22-Morgan Christian 25-Jacob Langenbau 27-Kristopher Belica
22-Ashley Brackey 25-Dan Schriever 27-Kyle Sprecher

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Emily Voldahl, Allissa & Avaleigh Wacek,
James & Samaria Weisenborn, Brad, Kristin, Keaton, Hayden, Taryn, Emeryn and
Brecken Wempen, Daniel, Denise, Danielle, Dakota and Danika White

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 9/14/25: S 3,283 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 9/15/25: $132,436 89

LAST YEAR: as of 9/15/24: $ 141,048

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S -8,613

Save The Dates: Third grade bible classes will be taught on October 5,12 & 19
immediately following worship. On October 26, those that attended the class
will be gifted a new bible from the Youth Board.

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism, Bentley
Ryan Anderson, son of Kaitlyn & Alec Anderson. Bentley was baptized on
September 14th during worship. His godparents are Josh & Sami Bruns, Riley &
Katie Bruns and Ryan Bruns. His grandparents are Gorden & Denise Anderson
and Richard & Joely Bruns.
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

The Future of Our ELCA Congregations: A task team for sustainable ministry in
North lowa (Pastors: Rod Hopp, Bill Peters, Steve Smith, Anna Wolf and Becky
Sogge) invite you to a crucial gathering to imagine new solutions to the declining
number of pastoral leaders and the impending succession crisis facing our
congregations. Your voice and insights are essential to navigate these challenges
and ensure the continued vitality of our ministries in the name of Jesus. If you
are interested in attending this meeting, please meet at the Ballroom, Waldorf
University, Forest City IA on Sunday September 21st at 3:00pm.

Save The Date: October 26, the Board of Youth will be hosting a Trunk or Treat
Event 4:00pm-5:30pm. We will be asking for volunteers to host trunks for this
event and also donations of goodies (baked items, snack mix etc) to be enjoyed
by those hosting trunks and those attending the event.

Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games,
crafts & activities, BUT.....we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success.
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. A Youth Board member will
lead and do all the planning. Just pick a date that works with your schedule and
sign up. Thank you to everyone that helps create memories for our Salem kids.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

-- Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by
the office. We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.
(We are charged a much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.



http://www.salemlakemills.com/

AFTER WORSHIP EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP

SUNDAY 9/21
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 9/22
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 9/24

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library
6:00pm Confirmation-Choir Room

SUNDAY 9/28
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Women’s Day Away: October 11 at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford IA.
9am-5:45pm. Total cost is $49 with a $S15 non-refundable deposit. Theme:
“Seeing JOY Every Day”. Enjoy wonderful sessions and discussion, a banquet
meal, worship, and time to relax in a beautiful seeing and connect with other
women with free time options such as pontoon rids, crafts, nature walks and
pampering stations. The special speaker will be Kari Lantz. For more information
call Marci in the Salem office. (leave a message if no answer)

WELCA Church Bazaar: 8:30am-11:00am on Saturday October 4th at Bethlehem
Lutheran Church (428 W. Walnut St. Manly 1A) there will be baked goods/lefse,
basket/quilt donations, breakfast, crafts, garden goodies, mugs & cookbooks

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday-Friday 10am-5:00pm
(Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




