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Lost and Found 
Today’s readings give witness that God has a heart for losers. God reconciles 
with the idol-worshiping people of Israel. The risen Lord calls the violent, 
blasphemous persecutor, Paul. The faithful shepherd rescues the wandering 
sheep and carries it home. The woman who lost one of her ten silver coins 
searches for it until she finds it. Similarly, God doesn’t abandon people even 
when people abandon God. The cross and resurrection testify to God’s 
faithfulness in that regard. God rescues strays one by one, making the first move 
to find the lost and create new hearts in them. When (in the first reading) Moses 
holds God to promises already made in the covenant, the breathtaking picture 
emerges of a God so committed to relationship that God is influenced—
changed—by what people need and ask. This faithfulness of God, shared with 
overflowing grace in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus, is patient, 
forgiving, energetic, and ready to celebrate. Take the bread and cup—Jesus 
hosts the worshiping assembly again this week to welcome sinners and eat with 
them! Suddenly, “sinner” is no longer the best name for us. Try “guest,” 
“graced,” “gifted,” “loved,” and “empowered.” Then it’s time to follow Jesus out 
of the gathered assembly and into the world as apprentice sleuths for missing 
persons, bent on finding the lost and the broken and giving them an invitation to 
come home. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Numbers 21:4b-9 

Psalm 98:1-4 
1 Corinthians 1:18-24 

John 3:13-17 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Amos 8:4-7 
Psalm 113 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13 
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This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
16-Cora Sauer 16-Kali Wilkinson 18-Kalen Hanson 

20-Tucker Koch 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Mitchell and Wesley Turnbull, Paisley Merritt 
and Krystle Foley, Doris Tweed, Bill, Linda & Jacob Tweeten, Wayne & Connie 
VanVeldhuizen, James & JoAnn Villa 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 9/7/25:  $      3,564              Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 9/9/25:  $ 129,153                  128 
LAST YEAR: as of 9/9/24:  $ 136,418 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $    -7,266 
  

WELCA—September 18: Time to visit Alaksa! Karen Bradley will be here at our 
September WELCA meeting to take us on a visual tour of Alaska. She has been 
there twice and has many photos of scenery and wildlife to share. Come to the 
Lounge at 2:00pm on Sept. 18 to visit Alaksa! 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, Sept. 18; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. 
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Save The Dates:  Third grade bible classes will be taught on October 5, 12 & 19 
immediately following worship. On October 26, those that attended the class 
will be gifted a new bible from the Youth Board. 
 

Save The Date: October 26, the Board of Youth will be hosting a Trunk or Treat 
Event 4:00pm-5:30pm.  We will be asking for volunteers to host trunks for this 
event and also donations of goodies (baked items, snack mix etc) to be enjoyed 
by those hosting trunks and those attending the event.  
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
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Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Bentley 
Ryan Anderson, son of Kaitlyn & Alec Anderson. Bentley will be baptized on 
September 14th during worship. His godparents are Josh & Sami Bruns, Riley & 
Katie Bruns and Ryan Bruns. His grandparents are Gorden & Denise Anderson 
and Richard & Joely Bruns. 
 

The Future of Our ELCA Congregations: A task team for sustainable ministry in 
North Iowa (Pastors: Rod Hopp, Bill Peters, Steve Smith, Anna Wolf and Becky 
Sogge) invite you to a crucial gathering to imagine new solutions to the declining 
number of pastoral leaders and the impending succession crisis facing our 
congregations. Your voice and insights are essential to navigate these challenges 
and ensure the continued vitality of our ministries in the name of Jesus.  If you 
are interested in attending this meeting, please meet at the Ballroom, Waldorf 
University, Forest City IA on Sunday September 21st at 3:00pm. 
 

Volunteers Needed: The Youth Board is making weekly plans for music, games, 
crafts & activities, BUT…..we NEED your help to make Faith Formation a success. 
Please consider donating your time to supervise and interact with the children of 
Salem. No planning, experience or training needed. A Youth Board member will 
lead and do all the planning.  Just pick a date that works with your schedule and 
sign up.  Thank you to everyone that helps create memories for our Salem kids.   
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 8/29/25 is $105,632.31 
The total received as of 9/9/25 is $170,602. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and 
would like a visit with one of our Salem members.  If you know of someone, let 
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex. 
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer.  -Board of Life & Growth 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771 
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.   



School Kits:  Education is important for any community, especially where 
poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their 
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some 
cases, adults—continue their learning despite the hardship they face. And that 
learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities. 

 

Salem will be collecting School Kits and supplies to make the kits. Donations 
can be left in the Narthex. 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITMES IN EACH FABRIC KIT: 

*One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
*Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or 
college-ruled paper approximately 
8”x101/2”, no loose-leaf paper 
*One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
*One sturdy drawstring backpack-style 
cloth bag approximately 14”x 17” with 
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); 
recommended fabric include heavy 
cotton, canvas, denim or twill 

*Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 
secure together with a rubber band 
*One pencil sharpener 
*One eraser 
*One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler 
with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other 
*Five unsharpened #2 pencils with 
erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band 

 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.   All items should 
be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in 
the bag and close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 
 

Visit lwr.org/beinvolved and click on School Kits or call 800.597.5972 for an 
easy-few backpack-style bag pattern and tips for purchasing pre-made bags. 
 

Women’s Day Away:  October 11 at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford IA.  
9am-5:45pm.  Total cost is $49 with a $15 non-refundable deposit.  Theme: 
“Seeing JOY Every Day”.  Enjoy wonderful sessions and discussion, a banquet 
meal, worship, and time to relax in a beautiful seeing and connect with other 
women with free time options such as pontoon rids, crafts, nature walks and 
pampering stations. The special speaker will be Kari Lantz. For more information 
call Marci in the Salem office.  (leave a message if no answer) 



 



SEPTEMBER WORD SEARCH 

 

 



SEPTEMBER WORD SCRAMBLE 
 

 



AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 9/14 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 9/15 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
6:00pm-8:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY 9/17 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation-Choir Room 
 

THURSDAY 9/18 
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library 
1:00pm-6:00pm Blood Drive-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm WELCA-Lounge 
 

SUNDAY 9/21 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

  
Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! 
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
-- Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
(We are charged a much lower service fee through the Simply Giving Program) 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Mon: 9-2, Tues: 9-5, Wed: 9-12, Thurs: 9-5, Friday 9-5 
(Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

