
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Holy Cross Sunday 
September 14, 2025 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00m Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Cindy Haugsdal 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Danika White and Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson 
Communion Servers: 
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger & Others 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for September: Margaret Okland and Linda Helgeson 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Memory of Loved Ones 

From The Bill & Linda Tweeten Family 
 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the cross. Paul 

reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As Moses put a serpent on a 

pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift high the cross as the sign of our health 

and salvation. Each time we make the sign of the cross we remember our baptism into the death 

and resurrection of Christ. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HOLY BAPTISM OF BENTLEY RYAN ANDERSON 
 

PRESENTATION 

The parents and sponsors are invited to come forward to the font with Bentley. 

We present Bentley Ryan Anderson for baptism. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have Bentley Ryan baptized into Christ?  Response: We do. 
 

As you bring Bentley to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper. 

Teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that Bentley may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through 

word and deed, care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Bentley grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: We do. 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Bentley in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and 

in communion with the church?  Response: We do. 



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Water is poured into the font in preparation for the baptism 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over 

the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys 

to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 

Through the waters of the flood, you carried those in the ark to safety. Through 

the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you 

nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river 

Jordan to the promised land. 
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to 

safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not 

swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us 

to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 

baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, 

no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Together with the parents and sponsors we join in the profession of faith and 

rejection of all evil. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 

world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 



Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

BAPTISM 

Bentley Ryan, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 

them to eternal life. 
 

With the parents and sponsors laying our hands on the head the newly baptized, 

we pray: 



Sustain Bentley Ryan, with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

ANOINITNG WITH OIL 

Bentley Ryan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 

A baptismal candle is lit from the pascal candle and given to the sponsor who 

says these words. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share; join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 

 

We stand for the gathering hymn. 

GATHERING HYMN     Beautiful Savior         ELW #838 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he 

might draw the whole world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant 

your wisdom, healing, and eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                       Numbers 21:4b-9 

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,] 4b but the people became discouraged on 

the way. 5 The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no 

water, and we detest this miserable food.” 6 Then the LORD sent poisonous 

serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many Israelites 

died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” 

So Moses prayed for the people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a 



poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 

and live.” 9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, and 

whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze 

and live. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                               Psalm 98:1-4 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose 

right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 
2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 

righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, 

and sing. 

 

SECOND READING                                           1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
18 The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scholar? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of the proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For 

Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                  ELW p.216 

 
 

GOSPEL                                  John 3:13-17 

The Holy Gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended 

from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but 

in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

 

 



(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY           In the Cross of Christ I Glory              ELW #324 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in 

need. 
 

A brief silence. 

Sustaining God, guide your church on the way. Give us patience in our journey, 

and protect us from division and doubt. May we look to the cross and live. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Creator God, renew the earth. Heal our planet from the venom of greed and 

exploitation, and direct us to respect all life as a gift from you. May we look to 

the cross and live. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

God of wisdom, grant discernment to those in authority. Thwart the plans of the 

proud, bring low the mighty, and uphold those who work for peace. May they 

seek the way of the cross and live. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

God of grace, alleviate suffering. Comfort the sick and the grieving. Come to the 

aid of those who are hungry or needing shelter. May they find hope in the cross 

and live. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Good Shepherd, guide your flock. Protect us from the world’s lies and lead us in 

the way of truth. Strengthen us in our faith and inspire us to serve others. May we 

follow you to the cross and live. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Merciful God, you receive into your loving embrace those who have died. Giving 

thanks for them, may we find comfort in the cross and live in the hope of 

resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 



RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. 

Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly 

provides for us. Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering 

and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to 

the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN                Lift High the Cross             ELW #660 

 
 



 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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