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Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 11, 2022 – 9:00am 
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude.  Central to this is that we are a  forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday--9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Shannon Bruhns 
Liturgical Choir:  
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes:  
Ushers: Margaret Okland, Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal 
Communion Servers:  
Altar Guild for September: Margaret Okland, Shelley Hagenson 
 
 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is given in Memory of Loved Ones  
from Marilyn Pederson 

 

 
 
 
Salem Contact Information: 
Pastor Joel Guttormson:  641.596.0535          

joelguttormson@gmail.com 

 

Shannon Bruhns, Council President: 
641.592.5978  /  641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist:  641.592.0184 
Barb Kinseth, Custodian 
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin:  641.590.1182 
 
Salem Office:  641.592.1771 
salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:joelguttormson@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy 

hope: This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and 

saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 

1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                  Psalm 51:1-10 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us 

beyond our days.  

Amen. 

  

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure  

to love this world as Jesus does. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
1
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
2
Wash me through and through from my wickedness,  

        and cleanse me from my sin. 

 
3
For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

4
Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  

 
5
Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

6
Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
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7
Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me,  

         and I shall be purer than snow. 
8
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 
9
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness. 

10
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. God points 

the way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s 

abiding love through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG                 Restore in Us, O God                          ELW #328 

 
 

GREETING  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Together let us pray,  

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself 

all those who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we 

may reject whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain 

our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                      Exodus 32:7-14 
7
The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 

out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 
8
they have been quick to turn 

aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an 

image of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are 

your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 
9
The LORD 

said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 
10

Now let me 

alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and 

of you I will make a great nation.” 

 
11

But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your 

wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 

with great power and with a mighty hand? 
12

Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 

was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to 

consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change 

your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 
13

Remember Abraham, Isaac, 

and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to 

them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land 

that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it 

forever.’ ” 
14

And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to 

bring on his people. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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SCRIPTURE SONG              Salvation unto Us Has Come                ELW #590 
We will sing verses 1-3  

 

                                                                                        
SECOND READING                        1 Timothy 1:12-17 
12

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 

judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, 
13

even though I was formerly 

a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I 
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had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 
14

and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 

with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15

The saying is sure and worthy of 

full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I 

am the foremost. 
16

But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the 

foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example 

to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 
17

To the King of the 

ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         ELW p.216 
We stand for the reading of the gospel.      

 
 

GOSPEL                                                     Luke 15:1-10 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 

2
And 

the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 

 
3
So he told them this parable: 

4
“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after 

the one that is lost until he finds it? 
5
When he has found it, he lays it on his 
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shoulders and rejoices. 
6
And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 

and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 

was lost.’ 
7
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 
8
“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 

light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 
9
When she 

has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with 

me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 
10

Just so, I tell you, there is joy in 

the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                    God’s Work, Our Hands              ACS #1000 
We stand for the hymn of the day.   
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

AFFIRMATION OF CHRISTAIN VOCATION 
The presiding minister addresses those affirming Christian vocation.  
Siblings in Christ, both our work and our rest are in God. Will you endeavor to 

pattern your life on the Lord Jesus Christ, in gratitude to God and in service to 

others, at morning and evening, at work and at play, all the days of your life?  

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Spirit you have knit us your servants into the 

one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor upon us in our commitment 

to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, patience, and vision; and strengthen 

us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and of service to others; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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PRAYERS 
We will be seated for the prayers.    

Trusting God at work in and among us, we raise our hearts and voices in prayer 

for the needs of the world. 
A brief silence. 
 

For your work in the church, we give thanks. Plant and tend relationships among 

faith communities, that in faithful listening, speech, and action, our hands work to 

bear fruit for the sake of all in need. God of grace, we pray,  

hear us when we call.  
 

For your work in creation, we give thanks. Sustain peoples and places affected by 

climate change, ecological devastation, and natural disasters. Prosper the work of 

creation-care ministries locally and globally, that with our minds and hearts 

opened, our hands work to lovingly care for the earth. God of life, we pray, 

hear us when we call.  

 

For your work among the nations, we give thanks. Direct leaders in paths of 

honest service, that both their words and actions are carried out on behalf of those 

whom they serve. God of righteousness, we pray, hear us when we call.  

 

For your work in places of need, we give thanks. Sustain all who are wearied by 

unemployment or lack of adequate food or housing, that we advocate for relief 

and just policy. Bring healing to all who are sick through the skillful hands and 

compassionate hearts of physicians, nurses, therapists, and caregivers. God of 

restoration, we pray, hear us when we call.  

 

For your work in our neighborhoods, towns, and cities, we give thanks. Guide our 

common life together so that children, youth, and adults of all ages flourish. 

Teach us to listen attentively to our neighbors, that any new endeavors consider 

those who may be left out or under served. God of wisdom, we pray,  

hear us when we call.  
 

For your work in this worshiping community, we give thanks. Bless the service 

projects of this day and throughout the year. Foster deeper connections among 
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those who serve and a spirit of accompaniment as we work alongside those in our 

community. Strengthen our faith, that we trust God moving in and among us. God 

of love, we pray, hear us when we call.  

 

For your work among those who came before us, we give thanks. We remember 

those who have died and are held forever in your loving hands. Hold us in your 

presence now and always. God of heaven and earth, hear us when we call.  

 
The pastor concludes the prayers 

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus 

and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you.  

 

OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  
Together let us pray, 

Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 

banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through 

Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

BLESSING  
 

Blessing of summer feeding program volunteers 

God of abundance, you fed the hungry with manna from heaven and five-

thousand with a few loaves of bread and couple of fish.  Bless those have met and 

fed our youth all summer with a cheerful heart and a nourishing meal. May their 

hospitality, service and nourishment be a sign of your love to all people. 

Amen. 

 
Blessing of those who make quilts, collect and assemble care kits and school supplies 

O God, upon your return you will welcome into your kingdom those who have 

fed the hungry, clothed the naked, tended the sick, welcomed and cared for the 

stranger.  Bless those who have made quilts, assembled care kits, gathered school 

supplies. May those who receive these basic necessities of life find dignity in 

their use and comfort in their warmth, and may these gifts be a sign of your love 

to all people. 

Amen. 

 
Blessing and charge of all who are sent out on this celebration of God’s Work, Our Hands. 

God of all creation, in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us. 

Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others, and 

especially of those in need. Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the 

homeless, clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast, welcome the stranger, 

care for creation, and be loving neighbors to all people. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG  The Spirit Send Us Forth to Serve            ELW #551 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of 

the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation 

on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
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