
 

 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
September 10, 2023 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Judith Wozniak 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Marilyn Hoffman 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: 
Liturgical Choir: 
Communion Servers: 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for September: Linda Helgeson, Rhonda Schriever 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 

 
 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given In Memory  
of Loved Ones From Marilyn Pederson 

 
 

 

 
 

Salem Contact Information: 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 
shelby@wctatel.net 
 
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 
salem@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184 
 
Barb Kinseth, Custodian 
 
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182 
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INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock 

from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the 

rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s 

mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this 

world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to 

build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual 

worship through word and deed. 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

HOLY BAPTISM OF AMELIA KAY REGAN 
 

PRESENTATION 
The parents and sponsors are invited to come forward to the font with Amelia 

We present Amelia Kay Regan for baptism. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have Amelia Kay baptized into Christ? 

Response: We do. 
 

As you bring Amelia to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

to live with her among God's faithful people, 

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper. 

Teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in her hands the holy scriptures, and nurture her in faith and prayer, 

so that Amelia may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through 

word and deed, care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Amelia grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: We do. 
 



Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Amelia in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in 

communion with the church? 

Response: We do. 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Water is poured into the font in preparation for the baptism 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over 

the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys 

to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 

Through the waters of the flood, you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the 

sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you 

nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river 

Jordan to the promised land. 
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety 

and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow 

us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make 

disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 

baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, 

no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives 

and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Together with the parents and sponsors we join in the profession of faith and rejection of all evil 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 



Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 

world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 
 

BAPTISM 

Amelia Kay, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them 

to eternal life. 
 

With the parents and sponsors laying our hands on the head the newly baptized, we pray: 

Sustain Amelia Kay, with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 



ANOINITNG WITH OIL 

Amelia Kay, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked 

with the cross of Christ forever. Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
A baptismal candle is lit from the pascal candle and given to the sponsor who says these words. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share; join 

us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and 

redeeming word to all the world. 
 

We stand for the gathering hymn. 

GATHERING HYMN  As We Gather At Your Table   ELW #522 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray,  

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into 

Christ faithful to their calling to be your daughters and sons, and empower 

us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                           Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 

a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 

wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 

wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 

blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 

ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 

but you will have saved your life. 
10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 

live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel? Word of God,  
 

Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



PSALM                           Psalm 119:33-40 
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector 
 

33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my 

heart. 
 
35Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 
 
37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
 
39Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me. 

 
SECOND READING           Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 

has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 

shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other 

commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 

believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works 

of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not 

in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 

quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 

provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               ELW p.151

 
 

GOSPEL          Matthew 18:15-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins against you, 

go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to 

you, you have regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two 

others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of 

two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be 

to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 

earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you 

ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are 

gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY       Beloved, God’s Chosen         ELW #648 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, 

creation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence 
 

Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and 

lead us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of 

reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and 

people of other faiths. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the 

wonders of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that 

live in them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and 

government officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people 

with dignity and guide our conversations with one another. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the 

wicked acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, 

despairing, or sick (especially). Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to 

which each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing 

employment (especially). In all our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor 

above all else. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in 

faith (especially). May their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 

of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

And also with you. 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERING & MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you.  We bring your gifts to the 

table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior. Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 



and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING  

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives 

in you, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN      Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee  ELW #836 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God. 
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