SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 31 — Sept. 6

Radical Love Triumphs

For most of human history wisdom was largely part of an oral tradition. From
one generation to the next, wisdom was passed down. These days it sometimes
seems that technology has replaced that tradition of shared wisdom. Rather
than ask a trusted elder the temptation is to pull out a smartphone and do a
quick Internet search. Next thing you know, there it is, wisdom at your
fingertips—maybe. Could it be that something is lost in the process? We can find
facts online, but virtues like humility, respect of elders, hospitality, servanthood,
and peacemaking do not seem to translate as easily in the electronic age. In the
gospel reading Jesus takes the time to pass on some ancient-yet-prudent
wisdom from the proverbs of Solomon to a crowd of social climbers who
obviously were not familiar with such prudence or wisdom.

More significantly Jesus lifts up the mysteriously gracious and life-transforming
values of the kingdom of God. Jesus lifts up the humility required to take the
lowest seat at the table, never hoping to be invited to a place of greater honor
or status. Jesus invites his followers to practice the hospitality that offers a
banquet of the finest of foods for people who cannot repay. Jesus invites his
followers to embody the kind of radical-yet-relational love of Jesus himself. This
radical love is taught by both individuals and congregations. Communities of
faith by their practices of generosity and compassion embody the love of Jesus
in their communities.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Proverbs 25:6-7a Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Psalm 112 Psalm 1
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Philemon 1-21

Luke 14:1, 7-14 Luke 14:25-33
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This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
31-Linsay McCord 2-Sonda Nelson

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.

THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Brian, Karen, Summer, Hannah and Tori
Sterrenberg, Marlys Stille, Judy Stover, Brooke, Caleb, Tasha and Jaden Swanson,
Derek, Jamie, Daven and Daniel Swanson

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 8/24/25: S 2,490 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 8/25/25: $121,320 67

LAST YEAR: as of 8/25/24: $ 130,398

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S -9,079

Save The Date: September 7

During worship there will be Blessings of Teachers and Students along with
Blessing of the Backpacks. Mission Quilts will be out and there will be a blessing
for the recipients of those. Tori Holtan will talk about her mission trip to North
Carolina and Pastor Denny Hanson will preside over worship.

Following worship, the Stewardship Board will be serving scrambled eggs,
hashbrowns, sausage and fruit. Tables will be set up under the EIm tree on the
south lawn, but also by the staff parking area for more level ground. The Youth
Board will provide fun games on the south lawn as well.

The Call Committee has been working with Pastor Steve Brackett, NEIA Synod
who will be on hand to develop the Enhanced Call Video which as been reported
at Council and discussed during the June Congregational meeting

This is an important day for our church family, and we hope to see many of you
there supporting worship, our youth and our pastoral call. Thank you!!!
-Members of the Stewardship Committee, Board of Youth, Music & Worship
Board and Call Committee

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.




Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some
home visits to members requesting a visit. Take one of the devotional booklets
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit. Sign up sheet is in
the Narthex, or call the office. -Board of Life & Growth

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and
would like a visit with one of our Salem members. If you know of someone, let
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex.
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer. -Board of Life & Growth

Thank you to everyone that made donations to the kids summer food group via
LMAMA, picked up food, donated food, helped unload the delivery trucks or
helped distribute food for the "Healthy lowa Kids" program. We served 50-77
kids each week this summer and it was only possible with the help of all these
wonderful volunteers and donations!!! Thank you!!!

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 7/31/25 is $105,432.31
The total received as of 8/25/25 is $170,577. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Fall Elderversity For Kids 55+ will take place September 7-9, 2025 at Okoboji
Lutheran Bible Camp (Milford, IA) with special speaker Pastor Scott Grorud.
Registration Cost is $109 (additional fee of $40 will be added for single rooms--
limited single rooms available) Elderversity is a great chance for those 55 and
older to be young at heart and enjoy camp. This three-day event provides
opportunities to listen to an engaging speaker, get together with new and old
friends, eat delicious meals and enjoy the lakes area. At camp you will have the
opportunity to participate in different activities such as: worship, devotions, art
activities, pontoon ride, campfire, nature walk, archery and more! The registra-
tion cost includes food, lodging and programming. If you would like more
information, call Marci in the Salem office. (leave a message if no answer)




Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 5, 2025 - 6:30 pm

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Sue Langerud led with
devotions.

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud,
Laura Gardner, Marci Prescott, Marilyn Hoffman.

Secretary’s Report: July council minutes were available for review. There were
no additions or corrections.

Bruce moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Marci. All approved.

Communications and correspondence: Marilyn noted there was a $50
anonymous donation.

Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for July 2025 $19,778.96

Total Expenses for July 2025 $14,643.00 (Income less expense +55,135.96)
Checking account balance (7/31/25) $144,880.88

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (7/31/25) $105,432.31

CD’s at FTSB (7/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (7/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.

2025 YTD total offerings (7/28/25) $110,468.00

Mike moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sue. All
approved.

Board Reports

Worship & Music Board Report — Mary Peterson

The Board of Worship & Music met on July 23™. We discussed the updates on
the CCLI filing & reporting which Shannon & Marci are working on. We also
discussed our last outdoor service for the season which will be Aug 10™". We had



discussion on Rally Sunday which is Sept 7" as well as the Pulpit Supply for
upcoming months. Pastor Dennis Hanson will preach on September 7t".

Life and Growth Board Report — Sue Langerud

We have been working at creating a list of persons who may be homebound that
would like a visit and another list of anyone who would like to make those visits.
A new baby--family gift basket/possibly for baptisms. Looking into fall activities.
Serve August outside Sunday service. Mission Quilters will have quilts on pews
for Sept. 7.

Stewardship and Social Ministry Board Report

No Report.

Property and Management Board Report - Mike Swenson

Steeple repair - end of August or September. Will also remove bell and repair
rubber flooring in bell tower. Need suggestions of where and how to mount the
bell once it is removed. Courtyard — wind sails ordered and looking for more
ideas on furniture and other items to make courtyard more useable. North side
of Salem — redid the downspout, added dirt and rock to eliminate water getting
into kitchen area. Miscellaneous — need to look at lights in financial secretary’s
office and the kitchen.

Youth & Education Board Report — Marci Prescott

We will send be sending out a list of events/dates and registration information
to faith formation families. We will also be sending out a letter to all the
confirmation students with information and registration forms. The
confirmation parent/student meeting will be on Sept. 3rd with regular classes
starting Sept. 10th. We are very blessed to have Pastor Melinda teaching our
confirmation classes again this year! We have organized a confirmation kickoff
event for the students to go out on Clear Lake with the Tweeten’s and have
dinner together. On Rally Sunday (Sept. 7th) we will provide games on the south
lawn along with carpi sun and cookies. During worship that day, we will also
have blessing of the backpacks / students / teachers and students/teachers will
be given a gift as well. We are planning 3 grade bible classes along with bible
distribution for 3™ graders and 4-year-olds. We are planning a Trunk or Treat
event for Oct. 26th.




Call Committee Report 8/5/25

The Call Committee met to put together some talking points for Pastor Steve
Brackett when he is here September 7th (Rally Sunday) to interview and film the
drone video as part of the Enhanced Call Process. Individuals/groups were
identified as possible interview candidates, as well. Next steps are to reach out
to Pastor Brackett for his input regarding the Call Committee recommendations
after which the identified individuals/groups will be contacted and
communication will be put out about the event. It has been learned that there is
no cost to Salem for Pastor Brackett’s time or for the video. The Call Committee
prays that everyone come to worship Rally Sunday with Pastor Denny Hanson
presiding and stay for the after-worship events for fun and fellowship!!

Pastor Report: None

Laura moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Mike. All approved.
Old Business:
A. Call Committee: See report above. Marilyn brought up possible ideas of

how the council can research pastors as the call committee has to follow
certain guidelines.

New Business:

A. Steeple roofing — see board report above.

New members — None

Transfers/statistical adjustments — None

. Next Meeting: TUESDAY, September 2, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.

WE CLOSE IN PRAYER

. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Motion to adjourn by Mike, second by Laura. All approved. The meeting
was adjourned.
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Respectfully Submitted,
Marilyn Hoffman, Acting Recording Secretary



School Kits: Education is important for any community, especially where
poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some
cases, adults—continue their learning despite the hardship they face. And that
learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities.

Salem will be collecting School Kits and supplies to make the kits. Donations
can be left in the Narthex.
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITMES IN EACH FABRICKIT:

*One box of 16 or 24 crayons *Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink);
*Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or secure together with a rubber band
college-ruled paper approximately *One pencil sharpener

8”x10'/2”, no loose-leaf paper *One eraser

*One blunt scissors (safety scissors with *One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler
embedded steel blades work well) with centimeters on one side and
*One sturdy drawstring backpack-style inches on the other

cloth bag approximately 14”x 17” with *Five unsharpened #2 pencils with
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); | erasers; secure together with a
recommended fabric include heavy rubber band

cotton, canvas, denim or twill

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should
be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in
the bag and close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.

Visit lwr.org/beinvolved and click on School Kits or call 800.597.5972 for an
easy-few backpack-style bag pattern and tips for purchasing pre-made bags.

Women’s Day Away: October 11 at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford IA.
9am-5:45pm. Total cost is $49 with a $15 non-refundable deposit. Theme:
“Seeing JOY Every Day”. Enjoy wonderful sessions and discussion, a banquet
meal, worship, and time to relax in a beautiful seeing and connect with other
women with free time options such as pontoon rids, crafts, nature walks and
pampering stations. The special speaker will be Kari Lantz. For more information
call Marci in the Salem office. (leave a message if no answer)




EVERYONE IS INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 8/31
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 9/1
11:00am Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall
Clothes Closet and Food Shelf CLOSED

TUESDAY 9/2

9:30am Miriam Circle

5:30pm Altar Guild-Lounge

6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library

WEDNESDAY 9/3
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
6:00pm Confirmation Parent/Student Meeting-Sanctuary

THURSDAY 9/4
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour
9:3am Grace Circle-Library

SUNDAY 9/7 Rally Sunday

9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Dennis Hanson)

(Blessing of the backpacks, students & teachers during worship)
10:00am Games & Food—South Lawn

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday-Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-2
(Hours subject to change, call ahead to ensure the office is open)




