Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 31, 2025 - 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00m Service

Preaching: Pastor Judy Wozniak
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Shannon Bruhns

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson
Communion Servers:

Liturgical Choir:

Worship Coordinator: Bruce Adams
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson
Altar Guild for August: Gloria Kvale, Sharon Johnson

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of Floyd & Virginia
Thomas, today would have been Virginia’s 100" Birthday, From Faye Aamodt

Salem Contact Information:
Delane Behr, Council President Office Admin: Marci
641.592.4195 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 salem(@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy
baptism we have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that
same Spirit, humility and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more
inviting still.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

(***Please stand as you are able.)
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and
follow our own way.

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the
abundant life you offer.

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary
in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of *F Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW #479
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased

3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - 1s - fied the love of God 1s
from hun - gry folk of ev - ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
and know-ing, though we  eat our fil, the hun-ger will stay
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not de -nied. We come, we  come to the hun-gry feast

poor in mind. We come, we come to the hun-gry feast.

with us; still  we come, we come to the hun-gry  feast
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble.
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME

WORD

FIRST READING Proverbs 25:6-7
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
"3 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 112
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector.

' Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in
God’s commandments!

2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the
upright will be blessed.

3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last
forever.

4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are
merciful and full of compassion.

>t is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs
with justice.

For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in
everlasting remembrance.

"They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting
in the LORD.

8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their
desire upon their enemies.

? They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast
forever; they will hold up their head with honor.

10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and
pine away; the desires of the wicked will perish.

SECOND READING Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
! Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers,
for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. > Remember
those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are
being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. # Let marriage be
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will
judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. > Keep your lives free from the love of
money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never
leave you or forsake you.” ® So we can say with confidence,



“The Lord is my helper;
I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

"Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider
the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 3 Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever. '°> Through him, then, let us continually offer a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. '® Do not
neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to
God. Word of God, Word of life.

Thanks be to God.
(***Please stand as you are able.)
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p.216
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - ln - ia.
GOSPEL Luke 14:1, 7-14
The Holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord.

'On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees
to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.

"When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a
parable. ® “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has
been invited by your host, ? and the host who invited both of you may come and
say to you, ‘Give this person your place,” and then in disgrace you would start to
take the lowest place. '° But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest



place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with
you. ' For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble
themselves will be exalted.”

12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or
a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and sisters or your relatives
or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be
repaid. 1* But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame,
and the blind. '* And you will be blessed because they cannot repay you, for you
will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(***Please be seated.)

SERMON
(***Please stand as you are able.)

HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359
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1 Wherechar -1 -ty and love pre - vail, there God is ev - er found;
2 With grate-ful joy and ho - ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learn;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be un-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us  with heart and mind and soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y joined, in him we are made one.

Be  God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on-ly peace.
that ~ we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

(***Please be seated.)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is
near.

A brief silence.

For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday school
teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking the word
of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor
in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and
provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations we pray. Guide
them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor/Labour Day
weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of
vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or
struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your loving
presence. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and
greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed and
nourish us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer
our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and forever.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who
always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is
plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your

hearts; and the life of the Spirit - bless you and give you peace. Amen.



SENDING HYMN Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW #543
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I “Go, my chil - dren, with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 “Go, my chil - dren, sins  for- giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 “Go, my chil - dren, fed and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are my own.
Here you learned how much [ love you, what I can cure.
Grow in love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love’s bap-tis - mal riv - er [ have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it’s pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren, with my bless-ing, you are my  own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren, fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and  free”
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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