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Dying to be Rich

“All is vanity and a chasing after wind,” says Ecclesiastes, yet we chase wealth
like it will last forever, forgetting that we ourselves will one day die and that
everything we have stored up here will be useless to us. Into the tragedy of our
human drive to be rich in possessions, even at the cost of being poor in
everything else, Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool. It is first told to brothers
squabbling over an inheritance, and now it is told to us, some of us squabbling
with our relatives or neighbors over wealth and possessions. The rich fool,
despite his great wealth, is poor in every other way, eating alone, and even dying
alone. In Jesus’ depiction of this fool our own sinful hearts are exposed. We too
vainly chase after even more, sacrificing right relationship with God and
neighbor in the process. Death comes to the rich fool when he least expects it,
as it must come to all of us. How, then, are we to be “rich toward God”? Paul
reminds the Colossian Christians of their own unexpected deaths in the waters
of baptism: “you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” In
baptism we are joined to Christ’s death, and we are to be dead to all foolish
chasing after more possessions. We have died, not alone, but with Christ. Our
lives now are hidden with Christ in God, and in Christ we share a fortune of true
riches that also are good for our neighbors. Death will come, but our treasure is
already secure. By faith we have acquired abounding riches above, and by faith
we are freed from storing up treasures for ourselves here on earth.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 Genesis 15:1-6
Psalm 49:1-12 Psalm 33:12-22
Colossians 3:1-11 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Luke 12:13-21 Luke 12:32-40
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Adam, Jennifer, Cora, Tatum and Essabel Sauer,
Dan & Rhonda Schriever, Marlin & Marjorie Senne, Todd, Kristine, Peton and
Emily Severson, Carlton Shaw

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
4-Kane Koch 5-Luke Groe 9-Mason Fritz

9-Anna Ramaker

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 7/27/25: S 3,211 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 7/28/25: S 110,468 57

LAST YEAR: as of 7/28/24: S 118,129

DIFFERENCE YEARTO DATE: S -7,662

“Healthy lowa Kids” Summer Food Program: The Lake Mills Food Bank will be
participating in the State’s “Healthy lowa Kids” summer food program.
ELIGIBILITY: Households with children age 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the
State of lowa Free and Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake
Mills Food Bank. WHEN/WHERE: Mondays from 2-5 p.m. at the Lake Mills Food
Bank (South entrance of Salem). Regular Food Bank items are also available each
Monday from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet
income guidelines are eligible for these items.

Blood Drive Results from July 18: 36 Eligible Donors, 1 First Time Donor,
43 Units Collected, Up to 129 lives saved or sustained!

Milestone Donors:

2 Gallons - Christopher Rogstad and Emma Stewart

3 Gallons - Brian Young

10 Gallons - Larry Hill

Thank You to all my Salem friends for the cards and birthday wishes after church
on July 20. | really enjoyed the day! Thank you!! -Marlys Stille



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some
home visits to members requesting a visit. Take one of the devotional booklets
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit. Sign up sheet is in
the Narthex, or call the office. -Board of Life & Growth

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and
would like a visit with one of our Salem members. If you know of someone, let
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex.
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer. -Board of Life & Growth

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 6/30/25 is $105,232.31
The total received as of 7/28/25 is $170,377. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, July 1, 2025 - 6:30 pm

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order.

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Sue Langerud,
Marci Prescott, Marilyn Hoffman. Guests: Shannon Bruhns and Kathy Chose
representing the Call Committee.

Delane moved Old Business to beginning of Council meeting to hear updates
from the call committee. Full report at end of council minutes.

Secretary’s Report: June council minutes were available for review. There were
no additions or corrections.

Mike moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Bruce. All approved.

Communications and correspondence: Marilyn noted there was a $50
anonymous donation. The Food Shelf/Salem annual contract was signed by
Delane and Mike.



Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for June 2025 $17,038.76

Total Expenses for June 2025 $21,503.34 (Income less expense -54,464.58)
Checking account balance (6/30/25) $146,404.91

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (6/30/25) $105,232.31

CD’s at FTSB (6/30/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (6/30/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.

2025 YTD total offerings (6/30/25) $91,134.00

Marilyn moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Bruce. All
approved.

Board Reports
Worship & Music Board Report / Mary Peterson

Met on Wed June 25%2025. Items discussed were summer services along with
the 2 remaining outdoor services the second Sunday of the month — July service
will be July Jubilee weekend. Due to wet conditions, we were not able to hold
our June service outside as planned so it was held downstairs in the fellowship
hall & we had several positive comments about the location change. General
comments were that while it wasn’t outside it still felt more casual than in the
sanctuary which was a fun change. Special music was also discussed along with
the need to complete the compliance reporting for CCLI.

Life and Growth Board Report / Sue Langerud

The churros went well for our June “outdoor” fellowship. We will serve the next
two outdoor services. We rolled around ideas for the courtyard. We are looking
for ways to outreach to members — possibly visits to shut ins or those that have
trouble making it to church regularly. Fall activities were discussed.



Stewardship and Social Ministry Board Report
No report.
Property and Management Board Report / Mike Swenson

Mike noted they are waiting for call back on price for wind sails for courtyard.
They are researching issues with roof run off and drain issues in the courtyard.
They have contacted NGT about the door by the elevator as a wiring issue is
keeping the lock from connecting with the locking system. The roof was repaired
in the west wing. The contractor is planning to shingle both steeples and remove
bell the end of August. Salem members are encouraged to submit ideas on
where to locate the bell and also structures to mount it.

Youth & Education Board Report / Marci Prescott
Nothing to report at this time.

Pastor Report: None
Sue moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Mike. All approved.
Old Business:
A. Call Committee: See full report at end of the minutes.
New Business:

A. Steeple roofing — see board report above.

B. New members — None
C. Transfers/statistical adjustments — None
D. Next Meeting: TUESDAY, August 5, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
WE CLOSE IN PRAYER
A. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
B. Motion to adjourn by Bruce, second by Marci. All approved. The meeting

was adjourned.
Respectfully Submitted,
Marilyn Hoffman, Acting Recording Secretary



Call Committee Report 7/13/25

The Call Committee meet with Pastor Steve Brackett and discussed the
Enhanced Call Process for Salem. This new video technique has been utilized by
a couple of other churches in our Synod and Pastor felt it contributed to the call
success for one of those congregations. Itis a very new option for churches in
call.

Pastor Brackett does all of the filming for the video, including drone filming. He
has obtained a commercial license to allow him to operate a drone and is well
qualified to do so. Pastor may use still photographs supplied by the Call
Committee but will also film groups or individuals discussing activities, mission
work, faith impact, as examples. He then edits the video which typically is seven
to 10 minutes in length.

Pastor develops a landing page for the video and will also include links to things
such as Chamber of Commerce for interested persons to be able to see more
about the community.

The Call Committee discussed content for this video and will develop a plan for
the video and will review with Pastor Brackett.

A tentative date for taping is September 7t which is Rally Sunday.

Cost to Salem has not been established at this time.

This is an exciting opportunity and the Call Committee prays it will be successful
at interesting a Pastor looking for a call.






EVERYONE IS INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 8/3
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 8/4

2:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN
6:00pm Youth Board Meeting-Library

TUESDAY 8/5
5:45pm Altar Guild Meeting-Lounge
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library

WEDNESDAY 8/6
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

THURSDAY 8/7
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour
9:30am Grace Circle-Library

SUNDAY 8/10
9:00am Worship-South Lawn (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-South Lawn

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--Aug 10, 17, 24, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday 10-2, Tuesday 10-2, Wednesday 10-
2, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-5 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead)




