
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

August 24 – 30 
God’s Verbs 

Through the lens of the gospel, today’s texts offer a clear identification of God’s 

work. What is God doing? God is reaching out to the bound-up to proclaim 

release from captivity. God is lifting up the oppressed. God is satisfying the 

needs of the afflicted. God raises up foundations. God restores and rebuilds, 

reconciles and sets free. God, whose word can shake the very foundations of the 

earth, speaks a better word than we’ve ever heard, or that we could ever speak. 

Like yeast that’s included in bread dough or the seed of a particularly stubborn 

weed sown in the garden (Luke 13:18-21), when God speaks, there’s no going 

back. The bread will be leavened; the garden will have a mustard bush; and 

precious daughters and sons of Abraham will be set free. It is God’s work and 

God’s activity that Isaiah calls us to be about. Why is the prophet so confident 

that light will conquer darkness and needs will be satisfied? Because this is 

already God’s work, or as the prophet says, because “the mouth of the Lord has 

spoken.” 

These texts focus us on the verbs, the actions, of God. When we’re attuned to 

the verbs of God within passages like these, it might make it easier to see and 

give witness to God’s work and the verbs around us right now. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 58:9b-14 
Psalm 103:1-8 

Hebrews 12:18-29 
Luke 13:10-17 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Proverbs 25:6-7a 

Psalm 112 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
24-Isabelle Schoonover 25-Ronald Moen 29-Jeremy Gilbertson 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Ben & Anna Stene, Erich, Julie, Elijah and Elia 
Stene, Rodney & Beth Stene, Thelma Stene, Al Sterrenberg 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 SUNDAYS: 8/17/25: $      5,865              Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 8/19/25:  $ 118,830                    73 
LAST YEAR: as of 8/19/24: $ 127,580 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $    -8,751 
  

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 7/31/25 is $105,432.31 
The total received as of 8/17/25 is $170,477. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some 
home visits to members requesting a visit.  Take one of the devotional booklets 
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit.  Sign up sheet is in 
the Narthex, or call the office.  -Board of Life & Growth 
 

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and 
would like a visit with one of our Salem members.  If you know of someone, let 
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex. 
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer.  -Board of Life & Growth 
 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0


 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Save The Date: September 7 
During worship there will be Blessings of Teachers and Students along with 
Blessing of the Backpacks.  Mission Quilts will be out and there will be a blessing 
for the recipients of those.  Tori Holtan will talk about her mission trip to North 
Carolina and Pastor Denny Hanson will preside over worship. 
Following worship, the Stewardship Board will be serving scrambled eggs, 
hashbrowns, sausage and fruit.  Tables will be set up under the Elm tree on the 
south lawn, but also by the staff parking area for more level ground.  The Youth 
Board will provide fun games on the south lawn as well.   
The Call Committee has been working with Pastor Steve Brackett, NEIA Synod 
who will be on hand to develop the Enhanced Call Video which as been reported 
at Council and discussed during the June Congregational meeting 
This is an important day for our church family, and we hope to see many of you 
there supporting worship, our youth and our pastoral call.  Thank you!!! 
-Members of the Stewardship Committee, Board of Youth, Music & Worship 
Board and Call Committee 
 

Fall Elderversity For Kids 55+ will take place September 7-9, 2025 at Okoboji 
Lutheran Bible Camp (Milford, IA) with special speaker Pastor Scott Grorud. 
Registration Cost is $109 (additional fee of $40 will be added for single rooms--
limited single rooms available)  Elderversity is a great chance for those 55 and 
older to be young at heart and enjoy camp.  This three-day event provides 
opportunities to listen to an engaging speaker, get together with new and old 
friends, eat delicious meals and enjoy the lakes area.  At camp you will have the 
opportunity to participate in different activities such as: worship, devotions, art 
activities, pontoon ride, campfire, nature walk, archery and more! The registra-
tion cost includes food, lodging and programming.  If you would like more 
information, call Marci in the Salem office.  (leave a message if no answer) 
 

 



Casting a vision for the church 
Yehiel Curry to serve as fifth presiding bishop of the ELCA 

 

 
 

When Yehiel Curry considers his vision for the future of the church, he sees an 
important distinction. “Part of the work is naming it,” he said, “but that next 
phase is embodying it. 
“When we’re talking about casting a vision, I think people want to be part of a 
vision because they want to share in the process. But they typically will also 
share in the burdens as well. So part of my vision is [about] those things we’ve 
lifted up as a church that we said we need to do, we’re going to do, and find a 
way to bring more people to the table so that we might embody that work 
instead of it just being a written document.” 
Curry, who was elected July 30 to serve a six-year term as ELCA presiding bishop, 
knows something about embodying a vision and discerning a call. 
Before he became a pastor, then a bishop, then the chair of the Conference of 
Bishops, and now presiding bishop-elect, he was a social worker, then a teacher, 
then in sales. “I went from being a social worker to a teacher in the same 
community where I was helping those families, and in both cases, what I learned 
is passion is very important. And if you can align a person’s passion with a need, 
then it doesn’t feel like work sometimes. 
“It wasn’t until I was in the church that I said, ‘I could do this for the rest of my 
life.’” 
Curry wrestled with the passion he feels for his current ministry as he discerned 
his new call in the days leading up to the 2025 Churchwide Assembly. “I take my 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/07/yehiel-curry-elected-presiding-bishop-of-the-elca/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/07/2025-elca-churchwide-assembly-day-three/


role [as bishop of] the Metropolitan Chicago Synod very seriously,” he said. “And 
I started the process of thinking about what the next six months would look like, 
even the next year. And some people discern differently. I didn’t have some 
voice saying to me, ‘Here’s what you ought to do.’ But last Friday, what started 
to happen was the calls of family, friends and mentors—the nudging, the text 
messages, the emails—served as a form of discernment for me.” 
“I only arrived at this place Friday or Saturday where I felt like maybe this is 
something I should do,” he said of being considered for presiding bishop. 
Now that Curry has been elected the fifth presiding bishop of the ELCA—and the 
first of African descent—how does he feel? “That reality hasn’t really set in,” he 
said. “Even at this moment, I’m feeling a certain kind of way in understanding 
the weight and the impact. 
“I’m hopeful that, if presence matters, me being here does something for 
allowing others to consider, ‘Someone who looks like me, or is from my 
community, or speaks with an accent, or their mother tongue isn’t English [could 
take on a similar role].’ Hopefully that’s what that means.” 

A return on investment 
An immediate answer comes to mind for Curry when asked about what he 
believes should be among the ELCA’s top priorities. “I think there’s this unique 
opportunity around lay equipping and lay education,” he said. “The ethos and 
the structures of many of our congregations are changing. In some cases, 
they’ve gone from full-time pastors to part-time pastors; we have leaders who 
are serving two- and three-point congregations. 
“Our lay leaders are being asked to do more. And in many cases, they’re saying, 
‘Yes, I want the education—as long as you’re not trying to steer me and tell me I 
need to be a pastor or a deacon. Tell me how to be a better leader in my 
community, in my context.’” 
Curry’s passion for, and awareness of, equipping lay leaders stems from his own 
ministry beginnings. 
He was a Chicago Public Schools teacher when he first visited Shekinah Chapel, 
then a synod-authorized worshiping community. “I didn’t even realize it was 
Lutheran,” he said. “I was invited by a friend.” What drew him to Shekinah 
was Safe in My Brother’s Arms (SIMBA), a mentoring program there sponsored 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/05/rewriting-the-narrative/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/07/new-bishops-herald-new-life/


by the ELCA. “I had these unique students,” he said. “And I was interested in 
services for them. … There was a worship service I stayed for. And I loved it.” 
Curry went home and told his wife, LaShonda, about the great experience he 
had had there, and they returned together the following weekend. “We came 
back and joined,” he said. “And we didn’t understand the organizations of the 
Lutheran church. We just saw a home, we saw a community.” 
Eventually, the community, and the synod staff, asked Curry to consider being a 
lay mission developer. He was unsure. “I knew I had this thing in my heart, but I 
didn’t have the right vocabulary for it,” he said. “I didn’t know that I was actively 
discerning and that I was being called into this ministry.” 
After becoming mission developer, Curry enrolled in the Theological Education 
for Emerging Ministries program at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago 
and received his ordination certification in 2009. In 2012, when Shekinah 
became an official ELCA congregation, it called Curry to be its pastor. He served 
in that role until he was elected bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod in 
2019. 
“This was a process I was honored to be involved in, because I didn’t think many 
people knew who I was,” he said. “I was working in poverty ministry in the 
outskirts of Chicago. So it was an honor to have my name lifted up and to 
ultimately be elected bishop.” In 2024, he was elected chair of the ELCA 
Conference of Bishops. 
Curry recalled his ministry trajectory, and the initial hesitation he felt in 
accepting that first role, when he addressed the 2025 Churchwide 
Assembly following his election. 
“I’m what a return on your investment looks like,” he told the assembly. 
“Perhaps I’m out there in one of you. I never saw myself as good enough, so for 
two years, I said no. I finally said yes. When I said yes, your support, this church’s 
support, of that ministry meant everything. So if you want to know what your 
benevolence dollars look like, it looks like me. And I want to say thank you. 
Thank you for your investment.” 
Curry will be installed Oct. 4 at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis. 
 
Resource:  www.livinglutheran.org/2025/07/casting-a-vision-for-the-church/ 
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School Kits:  Education is important for any community, especially where 
poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their 
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some 
cases, adults—continue their learning despite the hardship they face. And that 
learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities. 

 

Salem will be collecting School Kits and supplies to make the kits. Donations 
can be left in the Narthex. 
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITMES IN EACH FABRIC KIT: 

*One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
*Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or 
college-ruled paper approximately 
8”x101/2”, no loose-leaf paper 
*One blunt scissors (safety scissors with 
embedded steel blades work well) 
*One sturdy drawstring backpack-style 
cloth bag approximately 14”x 17” with 
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); 
recommended fabric include heavy 
cotton, canvas, denim or twill 

*Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink); 
secure together with a rubber band 
*One pencil sharpener 
*One eraser 
*One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler 
with centimeters on one side and 
inches on the other 
*Five unsharpened #2 pencils with 
erasers; secure together with a 
rubber band 

 

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.   All items should 
be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in 
the bag and close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags. 
 

Visit lwr.org/beinvolved and click on School Kits or call 800.597.5972 for an 
easy-few backpack-style bag pattern and tips for purchasing pre-made bags. 
 

Women’s Day Away:  October 11 at Ingham Lake Bible Camp, Wallingford IA.  
9am-5:45pm.  Total cost is $49 with a $15 non-refundable deposit.  Theme: 
“Seeing JOY Every Day”.  Enjoy wonderful sessions and discussion, a banquet 
meal, worship, and time to relax in a beautiful seeing and connect with other 
women with free time options such as pontoon rids, crafts, nature walks and 
pampering stations. The special speaker will be Kari Lantz. For more information 
call Marci in the Salem office.  (leave a message if no answer) 



 

EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 
SUNDAY 8/24 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 
MONDAY 8/25 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 
WEDNESDAY 8/27 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library 
 
SUNDAY 8/31 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone that made donations to the kids summer food group via 
LMAMA, picked up food, donated food, helped unload the delivery trucks or 
helped distribute food for the "Healthy Iowa Kids" program. We served 50-77 
kids each week this summer and it was only possible with the help of all these 
wonderful volunteers and donations!!!  Thank you!!! 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771 
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.   
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Monday 10-2, Tuesday- Thursday 10-5 
Friday 10-2 (Hours subject to change, call ahead) 


