SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
August 17 - 23

The Reality of Division
Throughout the Gospel of Luke, Jesus calls on his hearers to turn their hearts
away from greed and instead to generosity, to turn away from anxious self-
preservation and instead to faithful self-giving. But such practice rubs against
humanity’s deepest-seated sin, so conflict is born out of Jesus’ peace-filled
activity. Jesus’ words and actions had already pitted him against the religious
leaders and will lead him to the cross. Now, in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks to
the reality of that division.
His words unsettle us, yet they are spoken for a reason. In the reading from
Jeremiah, God challenges the prophets who dole out lies and deceit and asks,
how long until they turn their hearts back to me? This is a question of
compassion and yearning for a restored relationship. Likewise, although Jesus’
words are incendiary and speak of broken relationships, they are meant to
prompt the people’s faithful response: to lay aside anxiety and greed and to turn
their hearts to the treasures of God’s promised kingdom, where Christ takes
division upon himself on the cross.
While fully aware of the realities of conflict and division, we are to live as
hopeful people, praying fervently for God’s compassion and for the restoration
of right relationships.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Jeremiah 23:23-29 Isaiah 58:9b-14
Psalm 82 Psalm 103:1-8
Hebrews 11:29—12:2 Hebrews 12:18-29

Luke 12:49-56 Luke 13:10-17
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This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
17-Olivia Schoonover 19-Tanya Hengesteg 20-Samaria Weisenborn
18-Kelly Dahle 21-Rebecca Sletten

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Kyle Sprecher, Bonnie Steffens, Stephanie,
Olivia and Isabelle Steffens, Andrew, Kendra, Austin, Annaston, Zachary and
Faith Stene

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 8/11/25: No update this Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 8/11/25: week due to the 46

LAST YEAR: as of 8/11/24: financial secretary

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: being unavailable

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 7/31/25 is $105,432.31
The total received as of 8/14/25 is $170,477. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some
home visits to members requesting a visit. Take one of the devotional booklets
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit. Sign up sheet is in
the Narthex, or call the office. -Board of Life & Growth

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and
would like a visit with one of our Salem members. If you know of someone, let
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex.
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer. -Board of Life & Growth

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!



School Kits: Education is important for any community, especially where
poverty or disaster has limited the options for young people to reach their
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to help children—and in some
cases, adults—continue their learning despite the hardship they face. And that
learning leads to a better life for them, their families and their communities.

Salem will be collecting School Kits and supplies to make the kits. Donations
can be left in the Narthex.
INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING ITMES IN EACH FABRICKIT:

*One box of 16 or 24 crayons *Five ballpoint pens (no gel ink);
*Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or secure together with a rubber band
college-ruled paper approximately *One pencil sharpener

8”x10'/2”, no loose-leaf paper *One eraser

*One blunt scissors (safety scissors with *One 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler
embedded steel blades work well) with centimeters on one side and
*One sturdy drawstring backpack-style inches on the other

cloth bag approximately 14”x 17” with *Five unsharpened #2 pencils with
shoulder straps (no standard backpacks); | erasers; secure together with a
recommended fabric include heavy rubber band

cotton, canvas, denim or twill

Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed. All items should
be new and in good condition. Remove any excess packaging, pack all items in
the bag and close. Do not enclose the kit or any of its contents in plastic bags.

Visit lwr.org/beinvolved and click on School Kits or call 800.597.5972 for an
easy-few backpack-style bag pattern and tips for purchasing pre-made bags.

“Healthy lowa Kids” Summer Food Program: Eligibility: Households with
children ages 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the State of lowa Free and
Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake Mills Food Bank.
When/Where: August 18 is the only day to collect in August, 2-5 p.m. at the
Lake Mills Food Bank. Regular Food Bank items are also available each Monday
from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet income
guidelines are eligible for these items.




EVERYONE IS INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 8/17
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 8/18
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 8/20
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

THURSDAY 8/21
10:30am Life & Growth Board meeting-Library

SUNDAY 8/24
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Fall Elderversity For Kids 55+ will take place September 7-9, 2025 at Okoboji
Lutheran Bible Camp (Milford, IA) with special speaker Pastor Scott Grorud.
Registration Cost is $109 (additional fee of $40 will be added for single rooms--
limited single rooms available) Elderversity is a great chance for those 55 and
older to be young at heart and enjoy camp. This three-day event provides
opportunities to listen to an engaging speaker, get together with new and old
friends, eat delicious meals and enjoy the lakes area. At camp you will have the
opportunity to participate in different activities such as: worship, devotions, art
activities, pontoon ride, campfire, nature walk, archery and more! The registra-
tion cost includes food, lodging and programming. If you would like more
information, contact Marci in the Salem office. (leave a message if no answer)

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday & Tuesday: 10-4, Wednesday:
Closed, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-5 (Hours subject to change, call ahead)




