Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost
August 11, 2024 - 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Becky Helgeson

Sound: Bruce Adams

Live Stream: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes:

Liturgical Choir:

Communion Servers:

Worship Coordinator: Bruce Adams
Ushers: Craig & Cindy Haugsdal
Altar Guild for August: Gloria Kvale, Sharon Johnson

The live stream broadcast is given in loving memory of
Becky Johnson’s 70th Birthday from the Keith Johnson family

Salem Contact Information:

Shannon Bruhns, Council President | Ruth, Organist: 641.592.0184
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 Barb: Custodian
shelby@wctatel.net

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Office Admin: Marci salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and
whoever eats this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In
Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as
those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ
loved us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself

for the other.

GATHERING

GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
God is good, all the time! And all the time, God is good!

When life’s unfair. God is good!
When life’s scary. God is good!
When life changes. God is good!
When life is good! God is good!

God is good, all the time! And all the time, God is good!

SONG OF PRAISE “I Love You, Lord”
Words & Music by Laurie Klein

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you;
O my soul, rejoice.

Take joy, my King, in what you hear;
may it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear.

Ruth Sheldon



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world.
Fill us with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and
sustained by his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

CHILDREN’S TIME

FIRST READING 1 Kings 19:4-8

4[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under
a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O Lord,
take away my life, for I am no better than my ancestors.”®Then he lay down under
the broom tree and fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him,
“Get up and eat.” ®He looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot
stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. “The angel of
the Lord came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise
the journey will be too much for you.” ®He got up, and ate and drank; then he
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of
God.

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:25-5:2

2550 then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors,
for we are members of one another. 2°Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun
go down on your anger, >’and do not make room for the devil. 2Thieves must
give up stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so
as to have something to share with the needy. ?°Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your
words may give grace to those who hear. **And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 3!Put
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander,
together with all malice, *2and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving



one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you. *'Therefore be imitators of God,
as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

GOSPEL John 6:35, 41-51

%Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

“IThen the Jews began to complain about him because he said, “I am the bread
that came down from heaven.” *?They were saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come
down from heaven’?” *}Jesus answered them, “Do not complain among
yourselves. **No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me;
and | will raise that person up on the last day. *°It is written in the prophets, ‘And
they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the
Father comes to me. “°Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is
from God; he has seen the Father. 4"Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has
eternal life. 81 am the bread of life. “Your ancestors ate the manna in the
wilderness, and they died. °This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so
that one may eat of it and not die. >I am the living bread that came down from
heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that | will give
for the life of the world is my flesh.”

SERMON

SERMON SONG “Open Our Eyes, Lord”
Words & Music by Bob Cull

Open our eyes, Lord,;

we want to see Jesus, to reach out and touch him, and say that we love him.
Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen.

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

It is customary to confess our faith with the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

PRAYERS

Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Reignite the prayer of the church. By your Spirit, (and remembering Clare of San
Damiano, who was known for her powerful prayer,) root your church around the
globe in prayer and spiritual practices. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We rely on the goodness of your creation in everything we do. We pray for trees
that offer shade and for our fellow creatures that depend on the trees for shelter
and food. Sustain the work of all who advocate for forests and wilderness areas.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.



Guide our leaders and nations with a spirit of justice and mercy. Let no evil come
out of our mouths, but rather let us extend grace. We pray for our enemies.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Sustain feeding ministries and organizations such as ELCA World Hunger and
our local food pantries (especially). We work and pray for a day when hunger is
no more. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation and for all who are gathered. Be present among
anyone who cannot be with us today. Be with all who are hurting, grieving, or ill
(especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We remember the saints who have gone before us in faith. Trusting in the promise
of the resurrection, we find hope in your communion of saints of all times and all
places. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

We lift up these prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them into your holy
keeping. Amen.

PEACE
All may greet each other with a sign of peace

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Bountiful God, in praise and thanksgiving for your many blessings, receive our
tithes and offerings, that they may be for the world signs of the bread of heaven
and the fullness of your grace. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,
++ be upon you now and forever. Amen.



SENDING SONG “We Are An Offering”
Words & Music by Dwight Liles

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering.

Lord, use our voices, Lord, use or hands, Lord use our lives, they are yours:
we are an offering.

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you., we give
to you.

We lift our voices, we lift our hands, we lift our lives up to you:
We are an offering, we are an offering.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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