SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 27 — August 2

Our Persistent, Negotiating Prayer Life

Today’s readings incorporate several themes: negotiation, commands,
persistence, and expectation. And surrounding all these themes is a bigger
theme: boldness. Abraham is bold in speaking with God, so bold in fact that he
not only negotiates with the Almighty, the Almighty willingly grants his request.
Abraham had no fear in speaking in such a way to God, because he knew that
God was listening and appreciating his concern. The disciples, too, speak with
boldness. They don’t ask Jesus to teach them how to pray, they tell him to teach
them how to pray. Their imperative sets up a pattern of imperatives as Jesus
teaches them the prayer that has been prayed unceasingly in the church
catholic. These themes continue in boldness as persistence is encouraged, even
to the extent of being able to ask, search, and knock, knowing that the Lord says
we will receive what we ask for. And God wants to give to those who ask God.
We are to ask in boldness, which comes from being “rooted and built up in
[Christ]” (Col. 2:7). Strengthened by the Lord’s supper, we are filled with God’s
Spirit to speak boldly and to be persistent in our prayers, and to be ready to
receive the things for which we ask. The question becomes, then, what is it we
want and need?

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Genesis 18:20-32 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23
Psalm 138 Psalm 49:1-12
Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] Colossians 3:1-11

Luke 11:1-13 Luke 12:13-21
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Adam, Megan, Finn and Knox Ritter, Terry & Karen
Rodberg, Drew, Chalsea, Gracie, Jeneva and Peyton Roder, Dennis & Darla
Rogstad, Connie Sabin

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and

we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you

have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

28-Camdon Nelson 29-Kylie Okland 30-Sterling Gonsalez
1-Gary Helgeson

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 7/20/25: S 1,488 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 7/21/25: S 107,257 80

LAST YEAR: as of 7/21/24: S 113,249

DIFFERENCE YEARTO DATE: S -5,993

“Healthy lowa Kids” Summer Food Program: The Lake Mills Food Bank will be
participating in the State’s “Healthy lowa Kids” summer food program.
ELIGIBILITY: Households with children age 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the
State of lowa Free and Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake
Mills Food Bank. WHEN/WHERE: Mondays from 2-5 p.m. at the Lake Mills Food
Bank (South entrance of Salem). Regular Food Bank items are also available each
Monday from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet
income guidelines are eligible for these items.

Share Ideas: The church council is in the process of approving the shingling of
the steeples. Also, the bell will be removed from the belltower at the same
time. The council is looking for ideas from the congregation as to where to
locate the bell and also how we want it mounted once it is on the ground. All
ideas are appreciated. The timetable is the end of August, possibly into
September. Thank you.

Thank You to all my Salem friends for the cards and birthday wishes after church
last Sunday. | really enjoyed the day! Thank you!! -Marlys Stille



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Blood Drive Results from July 18: 36 Eligible Donors, 1 First Time Donor,
43 Units Collected, Up to 129 lives saved or sustained!

Milestone Donors:

2 Gallons - Christopher Rogstad and Emma Stewart

3 Gallons - Brian Young

10 Gallons - Larry Hill

Clarification: When people talk about the food bank or the food shelf, they are
referring to the same place here in Lake Mills, at Salem. There is only one
location for this in Lake Mills, people use these terms interchangeably. Now,
once you get to the food bank, there are some different options, during the
summer, if you have kids. You can get your regular food bank items, but there is
also an option to get extra food for your kids. As we have announced, there is a
program called Healthy lowa Kids, this food is given by the state of lowa and it is
limited to a certain amount, per kid, per month. Depending on how many kids
are in a family, this could be a lot of food, so they are not required to collect all
of it at one time, they could collect some one week and more another week. All
of this is recorded and tracked. There is another group that collects monetary
donations and provides specific food items each week, for families with kids.
These items can be collected every week, even if the families have met the state
limits, as it is separate from the state food. This group provides some items that
they think would be easy for kids to prep and eat in case they are home alone or
with a babysitter while their parents are working, during the summer. Items like
bread, turkey sandwich meat, sliced cheese, baby carrots and bananas. This
group was started last summer and they did provide more food last year, when
there was no food provided by the state. Those monetary donations are made
out to LMAMA and can be left at the Salem office or mailed to the church.
These extra food items are only during the summer for families with children
that meet the food bank financial requirements, receive SNAP or get free /
reduced lunch at the school. The extra cost of feeding their children during the
summer may come as a hardship and these items will help feed their kids.




EVERYONE IS INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 7/27
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 7/28
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 7/30
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

SUNDAY 8/3
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Volunteers: We are creating a list of Salem members who would like to do some
home visits to members requesting a visit. Take one of the devotional booklets
with you and have a word of prayer at the end of your visit. Sign up sheet is in
the Narthex, or call the office. -Board of Life & Growth

Home visits: We are creating a list of people who may be more homebound and
would like a visit with one of our Salem members. If you know of someone, let
them know we are doing this and call the church office or sign up in the Narthex.
641-592-1771. Leave a message if there is no answer. -Board of Life & Growth.

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 6/30/25 is $105,232.31
The total received as of 7/15/25 is $170,377. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--Aug 10, 17, 24, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...Monday 10-2, Tuesday 10-5, Wednesday 10-
2, Thursday 12-6, Friday 10-2 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead)




