SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
July 20 - 26

Unexpected and Intentional Distraction

As digital tablets and smart phones keep us busy and on the go, today’s gospel
reminds us of a struggle: when are we to set aside our busy calendars, duties,
and to-do lists and simply rest in God’s presence, listening to what God has to
say to us? This tension mounts in our gospel as Jesus addresses Martha’s
busyness, worry, and distraction, juxtaposed with Mary’s contemplation, focus,
and desire to sit at the feet of the great teacher. But is “quietly sitting” even
possible in our age of distractions? Perhaps we can find helpful advice in our first
reading, as Abraham rests in the heat of the day. In that time of rest, he was
ready to receive the three guests who came bearing the news that Sarah would
have a son, fulfilling God’s promise given years earlier. With the heat keeping
him from moving on to other things, the guests had Abraham’s undivided
attention. These readings remind us how crucial it is to set aside time to spend
with God. We might even wonder what sort of things Jesus was saying to Mary.
Were they profound words, akin to the “mystery” the author of Colossians
addresses in the epistle? Jesus was the person in whom God was pleased to
dwell, that same one who is “the hope of glory.”

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Genesis 18:1-10a Genesis 18:20-32
Psalm 15 Psalm 138

Colossians 1:15-28 Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

Luke 10:38-42 Luke 11:1-13
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Jason & Dawn Ramaker, Diane Ranes, Daniel,
Allison, Jackson and Jolie Rice, Gregory & Julie Rice, Larry & Helen Rice

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
20-Lori Groe 22-Courtney Lorenson 23-Christi Grothe
20-Essabel Sauer 23-Matthew Levine 25-Korbyn Mosby
26-Richard Hengesteg

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 7/13/25: S 11,406 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 7/15/25: S 105,769 55

LAST YEAR: as of 7/15/24: S 110,787

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S -5,019

“Healthy lowa Kids” Summer Food Program: The Lake Mills Food Bank will be
participating in the State’s “Healthy lowa Kids” summer food program.
ELIGIBILITY: Households with children age 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the
State of lowa Free and Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake
Mills Food Shelf. WHEN/WHERE: Mondays from 2-5 p.m. at the Lake Mills Food
Bank (South entrance of Salem). Regular Food Shelf items are also available each
Monday from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet
income guidelines are eligible for these items.

Share Ideas: The church council is in the process of approving the shingling of
the steeples. Also, the bell will be removed from the belltower at the same
time. The council is looking for ideas from the congregation as to where to
locate the bell and also how we want it mounted once it is on the ground. All
ideas are appreciated. The timetable is the end of August, possibly into
September. Thank you.

Birthday Celebration: We will be celebrating Marlys Stille’s 90" Birthday during
Fellowship on July 20th. Please join us for this celebration!




Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 6/30/25 is $105,232.31
The total received as of 7/15/25 is $170,277. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!




EVERYONE IS INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 7/20
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall (Marlys Stille’s Birthday Celebration)

MONDAY 7/21
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 7/23
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room
5:45pm Worship & Music Board Meeting-Library

SUNDAY 7/27
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways --Give through
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--July 27, Aug 10, 17, 24, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 30, Dec 28.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Monday 10-4:30, Tuesday CLOSED, Wednesday 10-2, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-2
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make the office is open)
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