
 

 

 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
July 14, 2024 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith 
Pianist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Marilyn Hoffman 
Special Music:  Bill Georgia & Bruce Adams 
Sound: Bruce Adams 
Live Stream: Shannon Bruhns 
Acolytes:  
Liturgical Choir:  
Communion Servers:  
Worship Coordinator: Brooke Swanson 
Ushers: Craig & Cindy Haugsdal 
Altar Guild for July: Joan Kloster, Janet Swenson 
 

 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Honor of the late Dave & Dorothy 
Twito’s Anniversary on July 14th, From Jon & Becky Helgeson & Family. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Salem Contact Information: 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Office Admin: Marci 

Ruth, Organist: 641.592.0184 

Barb: Custodian 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

When Amos reports his vision of God judging Israel for its mistreatment of the 

poor, he becomes a threat to the power of the priests and the king. John the 

Baptist also speaks truth to power, and Herod has him killed. In Herod’s fear that 

Jesus is John returned from the dead, we may hear hope for the oppressed: all the 

prophets killed through the ages are alive in Jesus. We are called to witness to 

justice in company with them, and to proclaim God’s saving love. 
 

GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC             Ruth Sheldon 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

God is good, all the time!   And all the time, God is good! 
 

When life’s unfair.   God is good! 
 

When life’s scary.   God is good! 
 

When life changes.   God is good! 
 

When life is good!   God is good! 
 

God is good, all the time!   And all the time, God is good! 

 

SONG OF PRAISE          “Shout to the Lord”        Words & Music by Darlene Zschech 
 

My Jesus, my Savior, Lord, there is none like you. 

All of my days I want to praise the wonders of your mighty love. 

My comfort, my shelter, tower of refuge and strength; 

Let every breath, all that I am never ceases to worship you. 

 

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing power and majesty, praise to the King. 

Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of your name. 

I sing for joy at the work of your hands; forever I’ll love you, forever I’ll stand. 

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, from you come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works. 

Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts 

may be set to obey your commandments; and also that we, being defended from 

the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

WORD 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

FIRST READING                                                                Amos 7:7-15 
7 This is what [the Lord GOD] showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall 

built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 And the LORD said to me, 

“Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord said, “See, 

I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass 

them by; 9 the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of 

Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 

sword.” 
10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, 

“Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the 

land is not able to bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam shall 

die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’ ” 
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn 

your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it 

is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 
14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, “I am no prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am 

a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, 15 and the LORD took me from 

following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people 

Israel.’ ” 
 

SECOND READING                         Ephesians 1:3-14 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 

to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 



bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he 

lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as 

a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 

things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 

destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 

to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 

might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the 

word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 

with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance 

toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                             Mark 6:14-29 
14 King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had become 

known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and 

for this reason these powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “It is Elijah.” 

And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16 But when 

Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been raised.” 
17 For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 

prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had 

married her. 18 For John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have 

your brother’s wife.” 19 And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to 

kill him. But she could not, 20 for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 

righteous and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was 

greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21 But an opportunity came 

when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for 

the leaders of Galilee. 22 When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she 

pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever 

you wish, and I will give it.” 23 And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you ask 

me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 24 She went out and said to her 

mother, “What should I ask for?” She replied, “The head of John the baptizer.” 
25 Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, “I want you to give me 

at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” 26 The king was deeply grieved; 

yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 



27 Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s 

head. He went and beheaded him in the prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, 

and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29 When his disciples 

heard about it, they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

 

SERMON            Pastor Steve Smith 

 

SERMON SONG        Give Thanks”            Words & Music by Henry Smith 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because hes’ given Jesus Christ, his son. 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart, give thanks to the Holy One,  

give thanks because he’s given Jesus Christ, his son. 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of 

what the Lord has done for us. 
 

And now let the weak say, “I am strong,” let the poor say, “I am rich,” because of 

what the Lord has done for us. 

Give thanks! 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                         Nicene Creed 
It is customary to confess our faith with the Nicene Creed. 
     We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of he Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 



     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 

one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS 

One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit, we join our 

voices in prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 

You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is wounded, 

heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided, reunite it. In your 

mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

From before the foundation of the world, you are God. Revive ecosystems 

destroyed by human greed. Curb our desire to put wealth ahead of the health of 

all who call this planet home. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You establish equity and make justice. Within every nation, tribe, and land, cause 

laws to be written and customs to be observed that protect the most vulnerable. In 

your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

On the cross your beloved Son endured pain and death. Bring healing to those in 

need, hope to any in despair, and comfort to the dying. (We pray especially 

for….) In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

You send your Spirit into this community of faith. Empower our ministries that 

serve and build up local communities (ministries may be named). Nurture our 

partnerships with other community organizations (organizations may be named). 

In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

All peoples praise you, O God. We give you thanks and praise for the lives of our 

loved ones who now rest in you (especially). In the fullness of time gather us with 

all your saints in light. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we commend ourselves  



and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one who is the way, the truth, and the 

life, Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

PEACE All may greet each other with a sign of peace 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERING  

SPECIAL MUSICAL OFFERING    God Will Make A Way   Bill Georgia/Bruce Adams 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 

this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 

world. Amen. 
 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG      “Awesome God”            Words & Music by Rich Mullins 
 

Our God is an awesome God, he 

reigns from heaven above with wisdom., pow’r, and love 

our God is an awesome God! 
 

Our God is an awesome God, he 

reigns from heaven above with wisdom., pow’r, and love 

our God is an awesome God! 
 

Our God is an awesome God!  Our God is an awesome God! 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
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