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Who Are You?

Who do you identify with in the parable? This is part of what makes parables so
powerful. Some days we read the story through the eyes of the priest or the
Levite. Some days we feel like the Samaritan. And then there are those days
when we are the man in the ditch. Some days you are the windshield and some
days you are the bug, as the saying goes.

It is easy to miss the shocking nature of this parable if we start to think that this
story only teaches us to imitate the Samaritan. The parable says so much more
about God, our relationship to God, and the lengths to which God will go to
reach out to us.

Through the image of the Samaritan, Jesus lifts up a surprising rescuer as an
image of the God who relentlessly cares for those in need. Could it be that we
are meant to identify not with the Samaritan or even the lawyer to whom Jesus
speaks the parable, but rather with the man who is hopeless and left for dead?
Could it be that Christ is the good Samaritan who embraces us with the tender
compassion of God?

All of the sudden the parable is turned on its head. Jesus is not just giving us a
comfortable morality tale reminding us to be nice, helpful, generous people.
Instead Jesus is proclaiming the good news of the kingdom. God’s grace comes
to us through the cross. God’s grace comes to us even—and especially—when
we are at our worst, when we struggle in the depths and cry out for help. Even
when we cannot or will not cry out, mercy and grace come into our lives through
Jesus. So whether you are on the road or in the ditch, Jesus even now is coming
for you.



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Deuteronomy 30:9-14 Genesis 18:1-10a
Psalm 25:1-10 Psalm 15
Colossians 1:1-14 Colossians 1:15-28
Luke 10:25-37 Luke 10:38-42

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: lla Peterson, Steve & Kathleen Peterson, Gary &
Jenelle Pierce, Laura Prescott, Marci Prescott, Chike and Chima Ikefuama

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
13-Zachary Stene 15-Nicholas Mosby 16-Tori Holtan

15- Connie VanVeldhuizen 19-Marlys Stille
-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 7/6/25: S 3,229 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 7/9/25: S 94,363 67
LAST YEAR: as of 7/9/24: $ 106,788

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: S -12,426

“Healthy lowa Kids” Summer Food Program: The Lake Mills Food Bank will be
participating in the State’s “Healthy lowa Kids” summer food program.
ELIGIBILITY: Households with children age 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the
State of lowa Free and Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake
Mills Food Shelf. WHEN/WHERE: Mondays from 2-5 p.m. at the Lake Mills Food
Bank (South entrance of Salem). Regular Food Shelf items are also available each
Monday from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet
income guidelines are eligible for these items.

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 6/30/25 is $105,232.31
The total received as of 7/9/25 is $170,277. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, July 17; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm.
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

Emmons WNALC has invited us to their Guest Night on Wednesday, July 16 at
7:00pm. Get ready to be entertained by the harmonious sounds of the talented
Sletten Family as they share their gifts with us. It’s the perfect opportunity to
relax, connect with others and enjoy a wonderful perform-ance. Everyone
welcome—Invite a friend! Light refreshments.

Birthday Celebration: We will be celebrating Marlys Stille’s 90" Birthday during
Fellowship on July 20th. Please join us for this celebration!

Share Ideas: The church council is in the process of approving the shingling of
the steeples. Also, the bell will be removed from the belltower at the same
time. The council is looking for ideas from the congregation as to where to
locate the bell and also how we want it mounted once it is on the ground. All
ideas are appreciated. The timetable is the end of August, possibly into
September. Thank you.

Thank you from Vacation Bible school. Thank you to all our volunteers—57
people—all those who organized crafts, snacks, games, music, storytellers,
guides and those who helped enthusiastically in so many other ways! Thank you
to all those who stepped in and helped. We had a great week with 109 youth
participating!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways --Give through
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one)
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EVERYONE IS INVITED TO STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 7/13
9:00am Worship-South Lawn (Pastor Steve Smith)
10:00am Fellowship-South Lawn

MONDAY 7/14
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

WEDNESDAY 7/16
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

THURSDAY 7/17
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library
1:00pm-6:00pm Blood Drive-Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY 7/20
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall (Marlys Stille’s Birthday Celebration)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771
Dates available--July 27, Aug 10, 17, 24, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Monday 10-2, Tuesday 10-5, Wednesday 10-2, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-2
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make the office is open)




