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Asking Everything 

What does it mean to be a disciple? Today’s texts answer this question in various 

ways. 

Elisha was given the burdensome mantle of Elijah. Up until this point he’d simply 

been a student of the great prophet. Then, without much warning, Elijah passed 

the leadership responsibility onto him and transitioned dramatically from this 

life into the next. Because it was an immense responsibility, Elisha asked his 

master for a double portion of his spirit and was given it. God generously 

provided for Elisha so that he could faithfully continue Elijah’s work. 

Paul spells out the mission before us. Last week, he pointed out the power we’ve 

been given through our baptism. Now he explains that with the Spirit of God 

within, our lives should be different. He contrasts the work of the flesh with the 

fruit of the Spirit. We are called to use our freedom in Christ for good, so that 

God can transform our lives and empower us for ministry. 

In the gospel, Jesus faces more resistance from those he’s called. People conjure 

up all sorts of excuses why they can’t start right away, but Jesus will have none 

of it. He’s calling and he wants a straight answer now. You’re in or you’re out. He 

makes it clear that answering his call and living the life of discipleship requires 

no less than everything. 

These passages are difficult. They show how much God is demanding of those 

who wish to follow. Those called are asked to give everything. No wonder there 

is resistance. Yet, they also remind us that the Spirit will support our work and, 

in turn, give us everything to enable us to answer the call. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 12:1-11 

Psalm 87:1-3, 5-7 

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 

John 21:15-19 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 66:10-14 

Psalm 66:1-9 
Galatians 6:[1-6] 7-16 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: James, Candy, Andrew and Michael Olsen, Harlan 
Olson, Marge Olson, Richard & Nancy Oltman, Jerod, Kari, Kaci, Cash and Cullien 
Osheim 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
29-Brecken Wempen 
 

3-Arlene Nelson 1-Salem Monson 
4-Tatum Sauer 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 6/22/25:  No update this         Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 6/24/25:  week due to the                 59 
LAST YEAR: as of 6/24/24: financial secretery 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: being unavailable 
 

“Healthy Iowa Kids” Summer Food Program: The Lake Mills Food Bank will be 
participating in the State’s “Healthy Iowa Kids” summer food program. 
ELIGIBILITY: Households with children age 4-18, meeting the guidelines for the 
State of Iowa Free and Reduced meals or the income requirements of the Lake 
Mills Food Shelf. WHEN/WHERE: Mondays from 2-5 p.m. at the Lake Mills Food 
Bank (South entrance of Salem). Regular Food Shelf items are also available each 
Monday from 2-5 p.m. Residents of the Lake Mills School District who meet 
income guidelines are eligible for these items. 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 5/30/25 is $105,032.31 
The total received as of 6/16/25 is $170,077. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-7-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-7-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-7-6/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-7-6/0


Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, July 17; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. 
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Emmons WNALC has invited us to their Guest Night on Wednesday, July 16 at 
7:00pm.  Get ready to be entertained by the harmonious sounds of the talented 
Sletten Family as they share their gifts with us.  It’s the perfect opportunity to 
relax, connect with others and enjoy a wonderful performance. Everyone 
welcome—Invite a friend!!  Light refreshments will be served. (490 Pearl St) 
 

Outdoor Worship: The next outdoor worship service will be on Sunday, July 13th 
 

 

http://lifesesrvebloodcenter.org/?fbclid=IwAR1QsQclzTy1cpOdl-4vr6y4A2V8W6MuS8U58prf35AhyEMqBEyoXKnd7xw


Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 11, 2025 – 6:30 pm 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. 
Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Bruce Adams, Mary Peterson, 
Marilyn Hoffman.   
Secretary’s Report: May council minutes were available for review. There were 
no additions or corrections.  
Mike moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Mary. All approved. 
Communications and correspondence: Marilyn noted there were 6 - $50 
anonymous donations for a total of $300. A request for a donation to this year’s 
July Jubilee was approved for $100. Motion by Bruce, second by Mike. All 
approved.  Bruce will look into putting the Salem float in this year’s parade. 
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided. 
Total income for May 2025 $12,945.94 
Total Expenses for May 2025 $20,768.35 (Income less expense -$7,822.41) 
Checking account balance (5/31/25) $150,203.83 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (5/31/25) $105,032.31 
CD’s at FTSB (5/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12 
CD at MBT (5/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60 
Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report. 
2025 YTD total offerings (5/26/25) $75,325 
2024 YTD total offerings (5/26/25) $85,533 
Bruce moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Mike. All 
approved.  
Board Reports 
Worship & Music Board Report 
Meeting was on 05/21/25.  We discussed Worship Coordinators for June, July 
and August.  We also reviewed the pastor schedule thru August. We spent time 
discussing the outdoor worship services which will be June 15th, July 13th & 
August 10th.  21 geraniums were donated for Pentecost which decorated the 
sanctuary. We also discussed the change in communion with Sharon Johnson for 
June which will be held Sunday, June 22nd. 
Mary Peterson 



Board of Life & Growth: No Report 
Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report. 
Board of Property and Management:  
A bid from Jaeger and Associates has been received to shingle both the north 
and south steeples. Old shingles will be removed and replaced with steel 
shingles. They will also remove the bell and iron channels, tear out old rubber 
floor and replace with a new rubber floor.  The courtyard landscaping is now 
complete. Pressure washing of the concrete remains to be done. Waiting now 
for a quote to install windsails to provide some shade and protect from rain. 
Report presented by Chair Mike Swenson. 
Board of Youth: The confirmation students that were confirmed on May 4th 
were not voted on before Confirmation Sunday as they should have been, I was 
told that we still needed to have it documented that council voted on it.  Please 
vote on this list of students for confirmation:  Mya Anderson, Betsy Byars, 
Katelyn Grothe, Braylon Hanson, Mason Helgeson, Tori Holan, Tucker Koch, 
Tatum Sauer, Jaden Swanson. 
Marci Prescott 
Pastor Report: None 
Bruce moved to accept Board reports including voting to approve confirmands, 
seconded by Mike. All approved. 
Old Business:  
A. Call Committee:  See full report at end of the minutes. 
New Business:   
A. Life Wise: The Salem Council approved the use of a room at Salem at an 
earlier meeting.  We received a copy of their insurance and a formal contract will 
be put together and signed after they have a director hired. 
B. Steeple Roofing: Mike presented the bid from Jaeger and Associates in 
the amount of $61,050.00. Description of work to be completed noted in board 
report above.  Motion by Marilyn, second by Bruce to approve. All approved. 
C. Post Congregational Meeting: The Council held an informal 
congregational meeting on Sunday, June 1st to brainstorm ideas that were 
discussed by Bishop Kevin Jones at the meeting in March. The call committee 
continues to work with the synod on potential pastors. In the meantime, the 



Council will work on alternative possibilities. Mike will contact the One in Christ 
council. 
D. Council Meeting schedule – 1st Tuesday of the month. Motion by Marilyn, 
second by Bruce to approve this change. All approved. 
E. New members – None 
F. Transfers/statistical adjustments – William Rondeau 
G. Next Meeting: TUESDAY, July 1, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.  
WE CLOSE IN PRAYER 
A. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  
B. Motion to adjourn by Mike, second by Mary. All approved. The meeting 
was adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Marilyn Hoffman, Recording Secretary 
 
Call Committee Report 6/11/2025 
The Call Committee will meet with Pastor Steve Brackett to review the Enhanced 
Call Process.  St. Peter Lutheran Church in Greene, IA has utilized this enhanced 
process which can be viewed via this link Northeastern Iowa Synod - St. Peter 
Lutheran Church Greene 
 
Question from June 1 Congregational Meeting:  Could the Call Committee 
reach out to a different synod to ask if candidates were available. 
Answer:  “Reaching out to another synod is not proper protocol. Most synods 
are in the same situation as we are—lots of open calls with not enough 
candidates to fill those calls. I have regular contact with my counterparts in the 
twelve synods of Region 5 (Iowa, Illinois, Wisconsin, and the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan). We share information about open calls and ask about candidates.  
None have extra candidates to share. We all help pastors who want/need to 
move to another synod by communicating with one another. There really is no 
way to advertise open calls from one synod to another. Pastors know to look at 
the synod website and the ELCA website to look for open calls. The Enhanced 
Call Process is the best hope we have to advertise our openings beyond the 
normal call process.  No other synod is doing anything like this.” 

https://sites.google.com/view/northeastern-iowa-synod-bch/st-peter-lutheran-church-greene
https://sites.google.com/view/northeastern-iowa-synod-bch/st-peter-lutheran-church-greene


Question from June 1 Congregational Meeting:  Is it possible to hire a pastor 
outside of the ELCA. 
Answer:  “Is it possible to "hire" a pastor from outside the ELCA? Yes, but in 10 
years in the Synod Office and 20 years in this Synod, there have only been rare 
instances in which this has worked out well.  Most of the time the Synod staff 
and the congregations have had to spend a lot of time and energy cleaning up 
the mess left by those who are not good fits for a Lutheran congregation. The 
ELCA process for call is in place so that candidates that come before a call 
committee have been vetted by Synod staff.  The ELCA process paperwork that is 
required gives us and call committee members a lot of information about 
pastors. When a congregation interviews a pastor from outside the ELCA, all 
vetting falls 100% upon the congregation.  We would need to give them special 
authorization to preside over the sacraments if you chose to call them.  The 
exception would be a pastor who is on the roster of one of our Full Communion 
Partners—Presbyterian, United Methodist, United Church of Christ, Reformed 
Church in America, or Episcopal Church. Because of the partnerships we have 
with these denominations, we can share pastors, and information about them, 
freely. I am regularly in contact with my counterparts in these denominations. 
They are having the same struggles we are with filling open calls, so we do not 
often see pastors from these denominations looking for calls in ELCA 
congregations.” 
 
Answers were provided by Pastor Steve Brackett NIEA Synod Assistant to the 
Bishop for Rostered Leadership. 
 
NOTE: Information from NEIA Synod website about Pastor Bracketts role “The 
Rev. Steve Brackett joined the synod staff in 2015 and serves as assistant to the 
Bishop for Rostered Leadership. His primary responsibilities include call process, 
candidacy, and leadership support for compensation, sabbaticals, Safe Ministry, 
Colleague Group, Men’s Ministry, and other areas assigned by the Bishop.” 
 
 
 
 



EVERYONE  IS  INVITED TO  FELLOWSHIP  DOWNSTAIRS  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 6/29 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 6/30 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

TUESDAY 7/1 
Fellowship Hall Reserved until 2:00pm 
5:45pm Altar Guild Meeting-Lounge 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
 

WEDNESDAY 7/2 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
 

SUNDAY 7/6 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways --Give through 
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call the office to reserve a date 592-1771 
Dates available--July 13, 27, Aug 10, 17, 24, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28.   
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… 
Monday 10-5, Tuesday 10-5, Wednesday 10-2, Thursday 10-5, Friday Closed  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make the office is open) 

 

OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED Monday July 7 – Thursday July 10 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

