
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
June 16, 2024 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Dennis Hanson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Connie Sabin 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes:  
Special Music: Brady Kurtz 
Communion Servers: Jerry & Marilyn Hoffman, Jacob, Bill & Linda Tweeten, Margaret Okland 
Worship Coordinator: Willie Skellenger 
Ushers: Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, Margaret Okland 
Altar Guild for June: Sharon Johnson, Rhonda Schriever 
 
 

 
 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is Sponsored by The Bill & Linda Tweeten Family 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Salem Contact Information: 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

 

Office Admin: Marci 

Ruth, Organist: 641.592.0184 

Barb: Custodian 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:shelby@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient 

images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the 

power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect 

divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we 

gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that 

nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that 

impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our 

understanding. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. Amen. 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways 

when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our 

own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 

teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  

Amen. 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life.  

Amen. 



GATHERING HYMN           This Is My Father’s World                  ELW #824 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft 

us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to 

those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 



WORD 

FIRST READING                                                     Ezekiel 17:22-24 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; 

I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; 

I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of 

Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its 

branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall 

know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry 

up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will 

accomplish it. 
 

Word of God, Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM                             Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, O Most 

High; 2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 4For you have 

made me glad by your acts, O LORD; and I shout for joy because of the 

works of your hands. 
 

12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar 

of Lebanon. 13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD shall flourish 

in the courts of our God; 
 

14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 15that 

they may show how upright the LORD is, my rock, in whom there is no 

injustice. 
 

SECOND READING                                           Romans 8:12-17 
12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 

put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to 

fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 



“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 

children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 

Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       Holy, Holy, Holy         ELW #473 

 
 

 

GOSPEL                                          Mark 4:26-34 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then 

the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he 

goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, 

is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and 

becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds 

of the air can make nests in its shade.” 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear  

it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples. 



 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY       Children of the Heavenly Father            ELW #781 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH         Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 



(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, ourselves, and our 

world. 

A brief silence. 
Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship. Guide the church 

in listening to and interpreting your message of grace for this time and place in 

history. In your wisdom, lead us in expanding the reach of your love. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 
 

Nature sings your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night. Sustain the 

holy rhythms of creation: days and seasons, hibernation and activity, phases of 

the moon and tides of the sea. Let these patterns assure us of your constancy. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

You raise the lowly and humble those in high regard. Raise up all who are victims 

of marginalization, discrimination, and hate. As we anticipate Juneteenth, banish 

white supremacy and bigotry from the hearts of your people and remove the 

inclination toward anger and violence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Tend to all who journey by faith and who wait with patience for the fulfillment of 

your healing promises (especially). Grant perseverance to people doing physical 

and occupational therapy, people living with mobility concerns, and people facing 

chronic pain. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

As you have loved us, so let us love one another. Empower fathers, stepfathers, 

grandfathers, adoptive fathers, and chosen fathers to embody this gift of love for 

their children. Where these relationships are strained or broken, bring your 

comfort and peace. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

With gratitude, we remember (the Emanuel Nine martyrs and all) the saints who 

are now at home with you. Plant seeds of their wisdom and witness in our hearts, 

that we grow in faith until we join them in your heavenly dwelling. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 



Here other intercessions may be offered 
Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the power of 

the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING              “Innocence”          Brady Kurtz 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 

the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 

this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 

world. Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  

for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all.  

Come! 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 
(***Please stand as you are able.) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 

with your own life. In your name we pray.  

Amen. 

 
(***Please be seated.) 

SENDING 

BLESSING 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever.  

Amen. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



SENDING HYMN           Sent Forth by God’s Blessing           ELW #547 

 



DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 
 

A Poem of Thanks for Fathers 

Thank you for the laughter, 

For the good times that we share, 

Thanks for always listening, 

For trying to be fair. 

Thank you for your comfort, 

When things are going bad, 

Thank you for the shoulder, 

To cry on when I'm sad. 

This poem's a reminder that 

All my life through, 

I'll be thanking heaven 

For a special dad like you. 

(Author Anonymous) 
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