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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 12, 2021 – 5:30pm
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Cindy Haugsdal
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for June:
Sharon Johnson & Shelley Hagenson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Readers: Brian Budach
Liturgical Choir: Nancy Guttormson, Bruce
Adams, Willie Skellenger, Al Skellenger
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson
Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for June:
Sharon Johnson & Shelley Hagenson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Sharon Brackey from her family.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Calls to Worship and Praise https://www.ministrymatters.com/bin/16771/this-sunday-61321
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for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.



13

SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.



9

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
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I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
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saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
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We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.
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And also with you.
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ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
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Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
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that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
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Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
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Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



5

WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

12

Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.
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Reader: Cindy Haugsdal
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
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Readers: Brian Budach
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Adams, Willie Skellenger, Al Skellenger
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
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Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
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The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Sharon Brackey from her family.
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joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
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Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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3

INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.



7

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

8

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.



9

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

10

HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

12

Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.



13

SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
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Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020622.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.
Calls to Worship and Praise https://www.ministrymatters.com/bin/16771/this-sunday-61321

14



15 16



1

Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Third Sunday After Pentecost
June 12, 2021 – 5:30pm

2

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Cindy Haugsdal
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for June:
Sharon Johnson & Shelley Hagenson

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Readers: Brian Budach
Liturgical Choir: Nancy Guttormson, Bruce
Adams, Willie Skellenger, Al Skellenger
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson
Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for June:
Sharon Johnson & Shelley Hagenson

The radio broadcast is given in loving memory of Sharon Brackey from her family.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient
images of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the
power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect
divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that
nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. It may not appear all that
impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond our
understanding.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE
We come to hear God’s call.
Life is a mystery.

We are surprised by what we hear.
We walk by faith.

We are invited to be part of God’s new creation.
Life is a mystery. We walk by faith.

Praise the One who gives us faith.
Praise God.

Praise the One who walks with us.
Praise God.

Praise the One who shrouds life in mystery.
Praise God.

4

HYMN OF PRAISE Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness ELW #843

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 17:22-24

22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
I will set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of
Israel I will plant it, in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and
become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its
branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. 24All the trees of the field shall
know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low tree; I dry
up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

6

SCRIPTURE HYMN We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW #681
All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.
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SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in
the body we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes,
we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. 9So whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please
him. 10For all of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
may receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or
evil.

14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has
died for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for
them.

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has
passed away; see, everything has become new!

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil ELW #512
We stand for the hearing of the gospel.
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GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34

The Holy Gospel according to Mark
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then
the head, then the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he
goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the
ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up
and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the
birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to
hear it; 34he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything
in private to his disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW #580

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
All may be seated as the pastor invites us into our time of prayer.

Let us come before the triune God in prayer.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so
that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord,
in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth
to places suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the
ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in
service to others. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to
those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of
poverty and homelessness. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray
for our church musician Ruth our organist. We dedicate to you the joyful noise
that comes from this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and
instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home
with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Pastor concludes the prayers

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

OFFERING

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you provide the seeds and fertile soil that offers a harvest of
abundance. May these first fruits be a worthy offering of the gifts you so
graciously provide. Let them increase a harvest of plenty to all who suffer in
want.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us,

☩ be upon you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN When in Our Music God Is Glorified ELW #851

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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