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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 9, 2021 – 9:00am
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Hannah Sterrenberg
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for May:
Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Bruce Adams
Liturgical Choir: Nancy Guttormson, Bruce Adams,
Sue Myli, Al Skellenger
Special Music: Brady Kurtz
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson
Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for May: Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

The radio broadcast is given in Memory and Honor of all Mothers, Step-Mothers,
Grandmothers, Aunts, Sisters, Caretakers & All who love a child, from the Gardners.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of
friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s
gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the
essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep
mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed
that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of
Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may remain seated and may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us
from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your
mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG Springs of Water, Bless the Lord ELW #214

The choir or cantor will sing three of the verses of the canticle, others may join in the refrain.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding.
Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may
obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your
Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold
the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we
have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they
invited him to stay for several days.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 98

Today’s psalm will be spoken responsively beginning with the lector.

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.

2O LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.

5Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.

6With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
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7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.

8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy
before the LORD, who comes to judge the earth.

9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

SECOND READING 1 John 5:1-6
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love
of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not
burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the
victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but
the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?

6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water
only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for
the Spirit is the truth.

Word of God. Word of life.
Thanks be to God.

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

Christ has risen!
He has risen indeed! Amen!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (Refrain) ELW #382

GOSPEL John 15:9-17
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love.
10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to
you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You
are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any
longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have
called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have
heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed
you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW #631
We stand for the hymn of the day.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he
is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS
We will be seated for the prayers.

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the bonds
among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian Church, giving
thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of
the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for joy. Fill
the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land and sea and
sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in praise. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
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Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undying love.
Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them your Spirit, so
that the peoples of the world may live in peace. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present with
those who are sick or suffering. Provide for those needing homes or medical care
and point us towards life-changing responses to these needs in our own
communities. Be with the dying and those who journey with them. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.

Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless mothers and
mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their mothers, mothers
who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be mothers, and those who
have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We
remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their lives.
Keep us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
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MEAL

OFFERING
The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will
bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at
the time of the offering song and prayer.

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING SONG Offering (Baloche) Vol. 4

OFFERING PRAYER
God of love,
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and
the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world;
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the
earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending
your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among
us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his
life for others.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await
your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this
bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your
chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us no into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The risen Christ invites us to this table.
Come, eat and be satisfied.

DISTRIBUTION
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COMMUNION SONGS Draw Me Close to You (Carpenter) Vo1. 3

I Love Your Presence (Vineyard) Vol. 5

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love
may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

INSTRUCTIONS FOR DISTRIBUTING THE SACRAMENT TO OTHERS

PRAYER AT SENDING OF HOLY COMMUNION
O God of tender compassion, as you healed the sick and welcomed the stranger,
bless those who leave this assembly to share the gifts of this table with our sisters
and brothers who are sheltering at home due to the pandemic, are sick or
homebound. May they be sustained by the love and prayers of this community,
and by the Bread of life that satisfies all hunger, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.

Blessings
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TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS By Rebecca Barlow Jordan
I thank you for the tender care you gave to me each day; the times you rocked me
in your arms, and sent bad dreams away.
I thank you for the times you picked me up from spills and falls, for smiling with
approval of my silly, childish scrawls.
I thank you for the times we spent vacationing through the years, for always
letting me collect my precious souvenirs.
I thank you for the bandaids, and the permanents, and tears, for laughter and
sweet music, for respecting childish fears.
I thank you for the stories and the prayers shared at night, and even for the
discipline to turn my wrongs to right.
I thank you for not giving up on me in adolescence, for showing me throughout
my life, it’s love that makes a difference.
I thank you for the memories of years that fleeted by, too fast, it seems, for now I
reminisce and heave a sigh.
And yet there’s more to thank you for; there really is no end. For even now as I
extend this special thanks to you, I say without a single doubt, my greatest joy
will be to echo to my children all the love you’ve shown to me.
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SENDING HYMN Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth ELW #735

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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