
 
 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Third Sunday of Easter/Confirmation Sunday 
May 4, 2025 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00m Service 
Preaching: Pastor Melinda McVey 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Finn Ritter, Tori Holtan, Paisley Wilkinson-Nickson 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson 
Communion Servers: Delane & Darlene Behr, Dolly Gregor, Gary Heimdal, Finn 
Ritter, Gavin Levorson 
Liturgical Choir:  
Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for May: Gloria Kvale, JoAnn Villa 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Honor of  

Marlin Senne’s 90th Birthday, From The Senne Family 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

The disciples make a big splash and eat breakfast with the risen Jesus. Wading in 

the water (remembering baptism) and eating with Jesus (celebrating holy 

communion) is our weekly encounter with the risen Christ. Jesus asks us again 

and again: Do you love me? And Jesus invites us, again and again, to follow him, 

bringing the Easter life to others. 

GATHERING  

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, 

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a 

people your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in 

your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers 

and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your 

boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living 

One, make us one as you are one. 

 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of 

believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your 

people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living 

One, make us one as you are one. 



Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these 

waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the 

Crucified and Risen One. Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG   Nobody – Casting Crowns and Matthew West   YouTube 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAISE SONG      Praise - Brandon Lake                YouTube 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your 

majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and 

inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                          Acts 9:1-6 

A reading from Acts. 
 

Saul (later called Paul) was an ardent persecutor of all who followed the Way of 

Christ. This reading recounts the story of his transformation beginning with an 

encounter with Jesus Christ on the way to Damascus. 
1Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to 

the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that 

if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 

bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, 

suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and 

heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, 

“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 
6But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                                        Psalm 30 

Todays psalm will be read responsively beginning with the lector 
 

You have turned my wailing into dancing. (Ps. 30:11) 
 

1I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up and have not let my 

enemies triumph over me. 
2O LORD my God, I cried out to you, and you restored | me to health. 
 
3You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; you restored my life as I was going 

down to the grave. 
4Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful; give thanks in holy remembrance. 
 
5God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime. Weeping spends the night, but 

joy comes in the morning. 
6While I felt secure, I said, “I shall never be disturbed. 
 
7You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong | as the mountains.” Then you 

hid your face, and I was filled with fear.  

8I cried to you, O Lord; I pleaded with my Lord, saying, 
 
9“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit? Will the dust praise 

you or declare your faithfulness?  
10Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; O Lord, be my helper.” 
 
11You have turned my wailing into dancing; you have put off my sackcloth and 

clothed me with joy. 
12Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; O Lord my God, I will 

give you thanks forever. 

 

SECOND READING           Revelation 5:11-14 

A reading from Revelation. 
 

The vision of John recorded in Revelation offers a glimpse of cosmic worship 

around the throne. At its center is “the Lamb who was slain.” 
11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and 

the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and  

thousands of thousands, 12singing with full voice, 



“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and wealth and 

wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in 

the sea, and all that is in them, singing, 

“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor 

and glory and might forever and ever!” 
14And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

We stand for the reading of the gospel  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia. Our hearts burn within us while you open to us the scriptures. 

Alleluia. (Luke 24:32) 

 

GOSPEL                John 21:1-19 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

The risen Christ appears again to his disciples by the sea where they were first 

called. After echoes of the fishing and feeding miracles, he gives a final reminder 

of the cost of a disciple’s love and obedience. 
 

1After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to 

the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. 2Gathered 

there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in 

Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3Simon Peter said to 

them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went 

out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 
 

4Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know that 

it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They 

answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, 

and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 

because there were so many fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, 



“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some 

clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. 8But the other disciples came 

in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only 

about a hundred yards off. 
 

9When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and 

bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a 

hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared 

to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and 

took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the 

dead. 
 

15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16A second time he said to 

him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the 

third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said 

to him the third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know 

everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 18Very 

truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to 

go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, 

and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not 

wish to go.” 19(He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would 

glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

SERMON SONG     The Prodigal – Josiah Queen                YouTube 

 



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

PRESENTATION 
 

Those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font. 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these or similar words. 
 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with 

us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of 

the congregation: 

I present Mya, Betsy, Katelyn, Braylon, Mason, Tori, Tucker, Tatum, Jaden, who 

desires to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 

The presiding minister may continue with prayer. 
 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for this sister and brother, whom you 

have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to 

yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the 

community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the 

name of Christ. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The 

assembly may stand and join in the responses. 
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 

Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response: I renounce them. 



The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father; and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

AFFIRMATION 

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 
 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God’s faithful 

people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, to proclaim the 

good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following 

the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

Each person responds: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support this sister and brother and pray for 

them in their life in Christ? We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s 

blessing. 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 



The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands 

on the head of the person and say: 
 

Stir up in Mya, Betsy, Katelyn, Braylon, Mason, Tori, Tucker, Tatum and Jaden 

the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 

joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen. 
 

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly.  

A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly. 
 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and 

praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing. 

We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 

new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people 

the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 

counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 

joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Your love sustains the church and its ministries. By that love, equip youth 

directors, Sunday school teachers, and all who guide formation in the church to 

nurture vibrant, living faith among your people. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Your abundance is made known throughout creation. Preserve oceans and rivers, 

lakes and estuaries so that all creatures living in them might flourish. Make us 

wise stewards of our local watersheds. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 



 

Your wisdom guides all who strive for justice and peace. Strengthen the work of 

grassroots organizers, especially among communities on the frontlines of justice 

work. Amplify the voices of those most in need, that their leadership guides the 

way forward. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Your compassion surrounds all who are in need. We pray for all people 

experiencing poverty and food insecurity, and for all struggling with debt and 

economic uncertainty. Reassure all who experience hopelessness or need your 

tender care especially those who we name in our hearts or aloud at this time. 

(Silence). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You invite all people to your table of grace. Make this a community of radical 

hospitality where all feel loved and celebrated. Show us how to better welcome 

visitors and bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We praise you for the witness of your saints of all times and places. May their 

lives of faith guide us in our own journeys with you, today and every day. Hear 

us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING   My Light House – Rend Collective                   YouTube 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts 

we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with 

this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. Amen. 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the 

earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 

flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending 

your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among 

us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his 

life for others. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 

your promised life for all this dying world. Breathe your Spirit on us and on this 

bread and cup: carry us in your arms from death to life, that we may live as your 

chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of Christ. Through him all glory and 

honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 



and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell 

of your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded 

and weary world. Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG         That’s Who I Praise – Brandon Lake                 YouTube 

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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Mya Jean Anderson 
Date of Birth: May 26, 2011 – Mason City IA 
Baptism: August 20, 2011 – Salem Lutheran Church – Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Rochelle Rognes & Ben Sylvara 
Parents: Samantha & Wade Anderson 
Verse: Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. Proverbs 3:5 

 
Betsy Lynn Byars 
Date of Birth: September 9, 2010 – Des Moines IA 
Baptism: April 10, 2011 – New Life Lutheran Church – Norwalk IA 
Sponsors: Amber Christianson & Jill Christianson 
Parents: Brook Christianson & Justin Byars 
Verse: Sweet friendships refresh the soul and awaken our hearts with joy, for 
good friends are like the anointing oil that yields the fragrant incense of God’s 
presence. Proverbs 27:9 

 
Katelyn Rose Grothe 
Date of Birth: February 18, 2011 – Albert Lea MN 
Baptism: March 27, 2011 – Salem Lutheran Church – Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Tim & Mary Draheim, Jerod Harmon, Ashley Burke 
Parents: Christi & Randy Grothe 
Verse:  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil, for you are with me. Psalm 23:4 

 
Braylon Brian Hanson 
Date of Birth: September 9, 2010 – Albert Lea MN 
Baptism: October 10, 2010 – Salem Lutheran Church, Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Ross & Paula Hanson 
Parents: Brian Hanson & Krishna Hughes 
Verse: For nothing will be impossible with God. Luke 1:37 
 



Mason Jacob Helgeson 
Date of Birth: April 17, 2011 – Rochester MN 
Baptism: June 19, 2011 – Salem Lutheran Church- Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Kameron & Kara Thurmond, Shawn & Julie Helgeson 
Parents: Jolene & Bradley Helgeson 
Verse: Commit your work to the Lord and your plans will be established. 
Proverbs 16: 3 

 
Tori Jean Holtan 
Date of Birth: July 16, 2010 – Albert Lea MN 
Baptism: October 24, 2010 – Salem Lutheran Church, Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Dan Kirschbaum, Kim Martin, Josie Riles 
Parents: Jason & Abby Holtan 
Verse:  My God is my rock in whom I find protection; he is my shield, the power 
that saves me, and my place of safety. 2 Samuel 22:33a 

 
Tucker Alan Hacksaw Koch 
Date of Birth: September 20, 2010 – Albert Lea MN 
Baptism: December 5, 2010 – Salem Lutheran Church – Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Cory & Amanda Mead, Nate & Kristi Tibben 
Parents: Jennifer & Joel Koch 
Verse: Do not fear, for I am with you. Do not be afraid for I am your God I will 
strengthen you I will help you I will uphold you with my victorious right hand.  
Isaiah 41:10 

 
Tatum Marie Sauer 
Date of Birth: July 4, 2010 – Albert Lea MN 
Baptism: September 12, 2010 -Salem Lutheran Church – Lake Mills IA 
Sponsors: Mike & Jill Jefferson, Megan & Jon Klein 
Parents: Jennifer & Adam Sauer 
Verse: It is God who arms me with strength and keeps my way secure.  
2 Samuel 22:23 



Jaden Daniel Swanson 
Date of Birth: June 23, 2010 – Mason City IA 
Baptism: November 7, 2010 – Salem Lutheran Church – Lake Mills IA  
Sponsors: Dan & Kim Swanson, Whitney Miller, Derek & Jamie Swanson 
Parent: Brooke Swanson  
Verse: Call on me in the day of troubles; I will deliver you and you shall glorify 
me. Psalm 50:15 
 

 


