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Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the 

apostolic greeting that begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth 

to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the 

Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God of creation made known in 

Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of the Holy 

Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear 

witness to our faith. 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 

401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 
 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Holy Trinity Sunday 

May 31, 2026 – 9:00am 
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Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 
641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 
Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 
 

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, serving 
and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or aptitude. 
Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, which means 
we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Service 
Pastor Judy Wozniak & Guest Pastor Stephen Brackett 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Laura Gardner 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes:  
Communion Servers:  
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger 
Worship Coordinator: Willie Skellenger 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for May: Gloria Kvale, JoAnn Villa 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in loving memory of the late  
Walter “Duke” & Clarine Moe’s Wedding Anniversary. From Pam. 

 
 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.  

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin to God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net
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Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 

In your mercy, call us back to you. 

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 

Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

In Christ’s name we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Jesus says, “Come to me, 

all you who are weary 

and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” 

In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Rest in God’s love. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN                   Rise, Shine, You People!                            ELW #665 

Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.. Music: Dale Wood, 1934-2003.  

Text and music © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress.. OneLicense/Augsburg Fortress 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we 

praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in all 

adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                                              Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 

was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 

from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 

from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the 

earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 

fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it 

was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights 

in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great 

lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 

stars. 17 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day 

and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was 

good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every 

living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird 

of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild 
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animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon 

the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  26 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over 

all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

 27 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 

subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every 

living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding 

seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have 

them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything 

that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. 31 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  2:1 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 

he had done. 3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 

all the work that he had done in creation. 

  4a These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                                                   Psalm 8 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

 1 O LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 

 2 you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and 

children; you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 

 3 When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 

 4 what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 

  human beings that you should care for them? 
 

 5 Yet you have made them little less than divine; 

  with glory and honor you crown them. 

 6 You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 

  you have put all things under their feet: 
 

 7 all flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts of the field, 
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 8 the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 

 9 O LORD our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

SECOND READING                                                               2Corinthians 13:11-13 

[Paul writes:] 11 Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree 

with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one 

another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                         ELW p.151 

 
Augsburg Fortress/OneLicense/CCLI 

 

GOSPEL                                                      Matthew 28:16-20 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said 

to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit 20 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am 

with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 
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(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     Come, Join the Dance of Trinity           ELW #412 

 
Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953 

Music: English folk tune 
Text © 2001 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. www.selahpub.com All rights reserved. Used by permission. OneLicense/CCLI 

Music Public Domain. No Permission Required. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH               Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit 

and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 

through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative work. Continue that work in your church, making us a 

new creation that proclaims your presence and love. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Creator God, nature reveals your power and glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and 

wildlife as reminders of who you are. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue the work 

of fostering peace and community. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your people in every circumstance. Heal those who are sick. 

Provide for all who hunger. Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any experiencing hardship. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious God, we pray for the children of our church and community. Provide for their needs. 

Support their caregivers. Nurture their faith. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Loving God, we give thanks for those who have died and claimed their baptismal promises. 

Strengthen us to live as they did in communion with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O 

God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING  

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 

today and always. 

Amen. 
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(***Please stand as you are able.) 

SENDING HYMN                   Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!            ELW #413 

 

Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. 

Music: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 
All Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

 

DISMISSAL  

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB177908. 

NRSVue, Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

Church Copyright License (CCLI) #521966. Church Copyright Streaming Plus License #22543704 

Church Video License (CVLI). Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131. One License# A-743988 
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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

May 31 – June 6 
 

Celebrating Our God beyond Understanding 

The festival of the Holy Trinity celebrates the wonder of relationship with God while leaving us 

distinctly dissatisfied with our limited understanding of what God is. While guarding against the 

idolatry of language, we survey our scripture, doctrine, creeds, and symbols of our heritage. 

Equally important, we pray for God to inspire fresh, innovative ideas of God in the present 

moment. 

Today’s gospel contains one of the few biblical references to the trinitarian formula. As the 
eleven are commissioned to make disciples, baptize, and teach, we are invited to consider our 
calling to influence the world with the good news of God’s love. The text from Second 
Corinthians also includes a kind of naming of the Holy Trinity in an affectionate sign-off of a 
personal letter. With the psalm praising God the creator and sustainer of all creation, Genesis 1 
relates the first of two creation stories, this one an ancient liturgy celebrating God as a divine 
plural. 
That God that is beyond our understanding may be both troubling and comforting. The 

temptation may be to attempt to apprehend the idea of God with our intellect, offering the 

worshiping assembly a showcase of various models for God. The result is usually disappointing 

and feeds our bias toward intellectualism. Another possibility is to celebrate God’s presence in 

all its glory and colorful wonder and our belonging to this wonder-full God. 
 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

Psalm 8 
2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Hosea 5:15—6:6 

Psalm 50:7-15 
Romans 4:13-25 

Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to sign our guest  
book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and we would like to 
wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you have an upcoming birthday, to 
ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
1-Alec Anderson 5-Yvonne Back 5-Christopher Eaton            6-Merrick Harig 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-5-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-5-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-5-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-5-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS WEEK WE 
WILL PRAY FOR: Jeff, Erin, Nora and Gracie Pederson, Marilyn Pederson, David & Mary 
Peterson, Frances Peterson, Ila Peterson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- Update will be printed in next week’s announcements 
 

Last Weeks Attendance: 49  
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly or weekly ACH 
withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the office.  We also have forms 
in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office. (Much lower service fee with this program. 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 4/30/26 is $29,011. The total 
received as of 5/6/26 is $173,912.  All contributions towards this project are greatly 
appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when submitting a contribution.  
 

Many Thanks for all the donations to our Spring Lutheran World Relief shipment. For money, 
time, labor & items. We were able to send 103 quilts, 106 health care kits and 48 baby care kits. 
The health care kits were assembled by the confirmands. Steve, Lyle and John loaded the boxes 
into Steve’s pick up and off they went to Albert Lea’s First Lutheran Church. We made a quilt for 
each of the five confirmands. Fifteen quilts will go to Mason City Salvation Army for local need. 
Several were sent aside for the August Bible Camp’s auctions. Thanks for your support of our 
giving program. We welcome anyone who would like to tie quilts on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
afternoons. -Mission Quilters 
 

Feed The Kids Update: The “summer feeding program” that was in place last summer, will not 
continue this summer.  A group of community members along with LMAMA have decided to 
continue their mission of providing healthy foods to kids over the summer months.  They will 
provide fresh fruits & veggies (that can be eaten raw) and cheese to families with kids at the 
Lake Mills Food Bank, located at Salem Lutheran Church (south entrance). Anyone with 
children ages 4-18 in the Lake Mills School District can go to the food bank and get these extra 
food items, Mondays 2pm-5pm, starting June 1st. If anyone would like to make a donation to 
this mission, please send a check to “LMAMA” c/o Daryl Sherman, 24770 Lakeside Drive, 
Lake Mills IA 50450.  Please make checks payable to “LMAMA” (Lake Mills Area Ministerial 
Association).  Thank you!!! 
 

Seeking Donations: The cost of shipping has increased for sending the World Relief items 
(quilts, health care kits and baby care kits) so we are seeking donations to help with the cost of 
shipping those items. Please make checks out to “Lutheran World Relief”. Donations can be 
placed in the offering plate, dropped off in the office or mailed to the office. Thank you. 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
May 13, 2026 6:30 PM 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. 
Members present: Marilyn Hoffman, Laura Gardner, Shannon Bruhns, Mike Swenson, Mary 
Peterson, Bruce Adams, Marci Prescott. 
Secretary’s Report : Report was reviewed by council members. There were no additions or 
corrections. Laura moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Bruce. All approved. 
There was no communication or correspondence to report.  
Treasurers Report: Marilyn provided a written & verbal report. Total income for April 2026 
$16,700.13 & total expenses for April 2026 $17,158.63. Income less expense ---($458.50) 
Checking account balance as of 04/30/26 $188,047.28/ FTSB/ Tuckpointing -$29,011.55 / CD at 
MBT 04/30/26 Ness Estate $44,045.45// CD at FTSB 04/30/26 Reserves $29,581.07.  Marilyn 
also reported that the safety deposit key was returned but Salem was charged $25.00 as we 
only had one key returned rather then 2.  
Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura provided a written & verbal report.  2026 YTD total 
offerings as of 05/04/26 were $64,414  2025 YTD offerings as of 05/04/25 were $61,850. 
Difference YTD $2,564. Laura also reported due to her very busy work schedule right now she 
will only be doing deposits every other week. Bruce moved to accept the Treasurer & Financial 
reports, seconded by Marci. All approved. 
Board Reports:  
Board of Worship & Music: Shannon provided a written report as well as a verbal report. Due 
to several factors her board recommended that we only have communion the first Sunday of 
each month.  Marilyn moved to accept the boards recommendation & Bruce seconded.  All in 
favor.  Board report reviewed by Council with several upcoming items listed. 
Board of Life & Growth:  Sondra provided a written report. Items listed included Easter, 
Confirmation, Mothers Day as well as Baccalaureate & upcoming outdoor services. 
Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry:  No report 
Board of Property & Management: Mike provided a verbal report. He is still working on trying 
to get a response regarding the tuckpointing. Several other items needing attention are being 
worked on. 
Board of Youth & Education: Marci provided a written & verbal report.  Bake sale fund raiser 
was successful. Confirmation students assembled health care kits & had a pizza party to 
complete their year. Graduates will be recognized & given a gift. 
Pastor’s Report: Open 
Laura moved to accept the board reports, seconded by Marilyn. All in favor. 
Old Business:  
Call committee: Pastor Brackett will be at Salem on May 31st & will provide the sermon & will 
also be available for questions & conversation during Fellowship after worship. 
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New Business: 
$25,000 request for courtyard furniture & flowers was discussed.  Mike presented information 
on tables, chairs & benches that had been researched.  Council discussed request at length & 
Laura made a motion to ask the congregation for input on how they would like to see the 
outdoor space used & for donations to go towards the purchase of those items. Seconded by 
Shannon. Vote: 7 yea, 1 nay. Motion carried.  
Copy Machine: Marci presented information on the purchase of a used copier to replace our 
current machine which we have had approximately 12 years & shows a count of over 2 million 
copies.  The new proposed copier can be purchased for $4,250 installed.  Motion by Laura, 
seconded by Bruce. All in favor. 
New Members: Joralice Colon Rodriguez is our newest member through baptism. 
Transfers/Statistical Adjusts: Mike & Donna Hengesteg to Trinity Lutheran in Webster City, IA. 
Next meeting will be held June 10th, 2026 
Marci moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Mike. All approved. Meeting adjourned.  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted, Mary Peterson 
 
 

ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  WORSHIP 

SUNDAY 5/31 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak & Pastor Stephen Brackett) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
MONDAY 6/1 
2:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet OPEN 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf OPEN 
TUESDAY 6/2 
9:30am Miriam Circle-Library 
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Library 
WEDNESDAY 6/3 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
THURSDAY 6/4 
9:30am Grace Circle-Library 
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour 
SUNDAY 6/7   
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 20, Oct 4, 11, 18, 
25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29.  Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve your date 641.592.1771 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week… Monday-Friday: 11:00am-5:00pm 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure the office is open.) 
Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

