
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

May 3 - 9 
 

The words of today’s gospel are most often heard during a funeral service. It is a 

popular choice of scripture for that occasion because the words provide 

wonderful assurance that the one who has died in Christ has now taken up 

residence in their heavenly home. The gospel begins by Jesus saying that he will 

prepare a place for each one of us. But as the text continues, we can see that our 

place is not an isolated room of our own in a giant heavenly mansion. Jesus’ words 

are less about a place than a relationship: our relationship with Jesus and God the 

Father. They tell us that in Jesus we know all we need to know about God, and 

just as we can have a relationship with another human person, we can also have 

a relationship with God that will one day be as real and obvious as are our 

relationships with one another. The hope of one day being with Christ fully and 

forever is as real as the works we are called to do in his name today. 

This text allows us the opportunity to contemplate what is ultimately unknowable, 

yet is also a central part of our faith: what heaven will be like. 
 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 2:42-47 

Psalm 23 
1 Peter 2:19-25 

John 10:1-10 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

 

Adult Bible Study:  Just a reminder that we have a Bible Study here at Salem, 
Wednesdays—10am—in the Choir Room. Pastor Everist leads this bible study.  All 
are invited and welcome! “The Gospel of John: Trust Jesus & Live”. 
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This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
4-Jennifer Levine 
4-Marlin Senne 
5-Steven Hengesteg 
 

5-Randy Grothe 
7-Amelia Regan 
8-Dianne Gardner 

9-Rhonda Schriever 
9-Jennifer Sauer 
9-Ellianna Mosby 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 4/26/26:          No update this      Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 4/26/26:          week due to the                83 
LAST YEAR: as of 4/26/25:       financial secretary 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:   being unavailable 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Ron & Phyllis Moen, Derik, Dakota, Gwendolyn 
and Salem Monson, Alexander and Nicole Mosby, Nicolas, Kjerstin, Charlotte, 
Ellianna and Korbyn Mosby, Suzanne Myli 
 

Affirmation of Baptism: Congratulations to the following Confirmation Students 
on their Affirmation of Baptism: Joralice Colon Rodriguez, Gavin Levorson, Finn 
Ritter, Danika White and Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson 
 

Baptism:  We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Joralice 
Yarleen Colon Rodriguez, daughter of Virgen Maria Rodriguez Olan and Jorge 
Luis Colon Torres.  Joralice will be baptized on May 3, 2026 during worship.  Her 
sponsors are Shannon Bruhns and Pastor Melinda McVey.  Her grandparents are 
Juana Olan Hernandez, Angel Rodriguez Rosario, Alicia Torres Rivera and Jorge 
Esteban Colon Torres 
 

The Day of Pentecost: We will celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit by filling the 
sanctuary with red geraniums. If you would like to sponsor a geranium, please fill 
out an order form, found in the Narthex, and return it to the office, or place it in 
the offering plate by May 11. Cost is $11 per foil wrapped geranium. All tributes 
will be listed in the Bulletin. If you would like to bring your own flowers, please fill 
out the form as well, so it can be added to the bulletin. Following the Service on  
May 24, all flowers may be taken home by those who sponsored them. 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 

sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

National Day Of Prayer Program will be held in the Chapel at Salem on May 7th 
starting at 7:00am. Everyone is welcome!  
 

Baccalaureate will be held at Salem this year, May 13 at 7:00pm. The Board of 
Life & Growth will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

2026 Graduates: We will recognize our 2026 graduates on Sunday May 17. 
 

Gracie Pederson would like to invite everyone to her Graduation Open House on 
Saturday May 16; 1:30pm-4:30pm at 702 S. Harrison St. Lake Mills. 
 

Vacation Bible School: “VBS” will be held at Winnebago Lutheran Church  
June 1-4. “Snowball Mountain Challenge” “Find Your Strength in God” 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to help—whether one day or all 4 days! 
 

VBS Crafts: Please start collecting the following items for the Vacation Bible 
School Crafts: clean Gatorade bottles with cap, 3/4” black buttons. You can leave 
these items in the Narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 
23, 30, Sept 20, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29.  Cost is $40 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, May 21; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. 
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Cinco De Mayo: Asbury United Methodist Church in Lake Mills has invited us to 
their Cinco De Mayo Event; May 3rd; 5-7pm. Food, Drinks, Music, Taco & Nacho 
Bar, Educational Program, Pinatas. 
 

Prayer Chain Ministry is a network of people who are committed to prayer and 
will take action on behalf of others. If you will pray for those in need, sign-up in 
the Narthex. If you or someone you know is in need of prayer, call the office and 
the prayer request will get sent out.  If there is no answer, leave a message. All 
requests will be confidential among the prayer chain ministry. Thank you! 
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Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly or 
weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the 
office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.  
(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)   
 

Worship Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in 
the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you would like to learn how 
to help with sound, monitors or live stream, call the office.  
 

Salem’s Clothes Closet is open every Monday from 2:00-4:00pm; and can be 
accessed at the south entrance. Clothes, shoes, boots, coats, jackets and a few 
other kids’ items are available for free. We also accept donations; please make 
sure donations are folded and have no holes, tears or stains. Donations can be 
left inside the south entrance anytime. 
 

The Lake Mills Food Shelf is open 2:00-5:00pm every Monday for anyone in 
need of additional food. The only criteria for eligibility is to reside within the 
Lake Mills School District. The Food Shelf is located at Salem and can be accessed 
at the south entrance.  Anyone in need of food when the food shelf is not open, 
call and leave a message at 641-592-1771, someone will call back. 
 

Prayer Shawls, hand knit or crocheted by Salem members, are available in the 
Narthex for you to wrap someone in need. A Prayer Shawl is for anyone in need 
of prayer, hope, comfort and love of a community. If you would like the person 
included in the prayer chain, please call the office. 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/26 is $28,986. 
The total received as of 4/19/26 is $173,762. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution. Thank you! 
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
   April 8, 2026        6:30 pm 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order. Opening Prayer by Sondra. 
Members Present: Mike Swenson, Marilyn Hoffman, Sondra Nelson, Marci 
Prescott, Shannon Bruhns & Mary Peterson 
Absent: Bruce Adams & Laura Gardner 
Secretary’s Report: March council minutes were reviewed. There were no 
additions or corrections. Sondra moved to accept the mines, seconded by 
Marilyn. All approved. 
Communication & Correspondence- One anonymous donation of $50.00 was 
received & deposited in the general fund.  
Treasurer’s Report:  Marilyn provided a written report. 
Total income for March: $18,000.50 
Total Expenses for March: $13,650.90 (Income less expense $4,349.60) 
Checking account balance : (03/31/2026) $190,042.79 
FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance: $28,986.55 
CD at FTSB: ( 03/31/2026) Reserves $29,581.07 
CD at MBT: (03/31/2026) Ness Estate $44,045.45 
Financial Secretary’s Report:  Laura proved a written report: 
2026 YTD total offerings: (03/29/2026) $49,187.00 
2025 YTD total offerings: (03/29/2025) $41,748.00 
Mike moved to accept the Treasurer & Financial Reports, seconded by Marci. All 
approved. 
Marilyn also discussed what was found in the Safety Deposit Box which was 
many papers from 1940 to the mid 1970’s . Marilyn gave all that paperwork to 
Mike as the chair of Property & Management. Many of those items will not be in 
the safe at Salem. Motion to discontinue the safety deposit box by Mike, 
seconded by Marilyn. All approved. 
Board Reports: 
Enduring Gift Fund: Wayne Van Veldhuizen submitted the Quarterly Report 
showing the Growth Account at $215,236.00 Previous quarter was $219,523.00 
Income Account is at $263,779.00 & last quarter was $261,912.00. Money 
Market for current Quarter is $74,873.00 & previous quarter was $74,888. No  



funds were distributed for current quarter.  
Board of Worship & Music: Shannon provided a verbal & written report: 
Shannon discussed several items upcoming for May & June along with their 
board working on Worship Outreach as well as Lay Ministry. Continued efforts to 
keep Salem in compliance with the Live Stream & Music licensing requirements. 
Board of Life & Growth:  Sondra provided a verbal & written report: Sondra 
discussed several upcoming events for the month of April & May. 
Board of Stewardship & Social Ministry:  Their board will be hosting the annual 
BBQ meal on April 26th at 11:00 am 
Board of Property & Management:  Mike provided a verbal report & discussed 
that the door locks have been worked on again & are functioning as they should. 
He said the Wind Sail will be installed soon. A couple items in need of repair is 
the outside light on the north door as well as the water fountain. He has also 
contacted the Tuckpointing Co but has not heard back yet. 
Board of Youth & Education: Marci provided a written & verbal report: First 
Communion Classes held & students & their families participated with a special 
meal on Maundy Thursday. Easter Egg hunt held on March 29th. Youth Bake Sale 
held on April 12th to help fund mission trip to Llano, Tx. Faith Formation will sing 
on April 12th & last day of Faith Formation will be April 26th. Confirmation Sunday 
will be May 3rd & May 17th the Senior Graduates will be recognized.  
Pastor’s Report: Open 
Old Business:  
Call Committee:  Nothing to report 
Pastor Headhunter:  Mike reported he did reach out to one of the companies to 
see if they would be willing to a Zoom meeting & they told him they would be 
available in the future to participate. A future time will be set up. 
New Business:  
Confirmation Students:  Joralice Colon Rodriguez, Gavin Levorson, Danika 
White, Paisley Nickson- Wilkinson & Finn Ritter were approved for Confirmation 
with a motion by Marilyn & seconded by Shannon. All approved. 
Communion: The Altar Guild & Board of Worship & Music will be discussing a 
potential change. 
New Members: None 



Transfer/ Statistical Adjusts:  None 
Next Meeting: May 13th 2026 
Shannon moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Sondra. All approved. 
The meeting was adjourned  
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, Mary Peterson 

 

ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  THE  CONFIRMATION  RECEPTION 
 

SUNDAY 5/3 Confirmation Sunday 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Melinda McVey) 
10:00am Confirmation Reception-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 5/4 
6:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 

TUESDAY 5/5 
9:30 Miriam Circle-Library 
5:30pm Altar Guild-Lounge 
 

WEDNESDAY 5/6 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
 

THURSDAY 5/7 
7:00am National Day of Prayer Program-Chapel 
9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Habour 
9:30am Grace Circle-Library 
 

SUNDAY 5/10 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week… Mon 11-5:30, Tues 11-1, 2:30-5:30,   
Wed-Fri: 11-5:30 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 
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