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Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 3, 2026 — 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.
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From Bill & Linda Tweeten

Salem Contact Information:

Delane Behr, Council President Office Admin: Marci
641.592.4195 Salem Office: 641.592.1771
Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 salem(@wctatel.net



mailto:salem@wctatel.net

INTRODUCTION
As we continue to celebrate the fifty days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a place for his followers in his Father’s
house. Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’ mission in the world. As 1
Peter reminds us, we are a holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us
out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear witness to the risen
Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING SONG “Build My Life”

CCLI Song # 7070345

Brett Younker | Karl Martin | Kirby Kaple | Matt Redman | Pat Barrett

© 2016 Kaple Music; Capitol CMG Genesis; Housefires Sounds; Said And Done Music; sixsteps Music; Thankyou Music Ltd;
Vamos Publishing; worshiptogether.com songs; Martin, Karl Andrew; Bethel Music Publishing

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 521966. Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131

HOLY BAPTISM
Follow along with the insert found in the bulletin.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

SONG OF PRAISE “Praise”

CCLI Song # 7213077

Brandon Lake | Chandler Moore | Chris Brown | Cody Carnes | Pat Barrett | Steven Furtick

© 2023 Capitol CMG Genesis; Capitol CMG Paragon; Housefires Sounds; Writer's Roof Publishing; Brandon Lake Music; Music
by Elevation Worship Publishing; For Humans Publishing; Maverick City Publishing

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 521966. Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life. Give us
grace to love one another, to follow in the way of his commandments, and to
share his risen life with all the world, for he lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Proverbs 4:10-18
A reading from Proverbs.
19Hear, my child, and accept my words,
that the years of your life may be many.
T have taught you the way of wisdom;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
Do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not walk in the way of evildoers.
15 Avoid it; do not go on it;
turn away from it and pass on.
16 For they cannot sleep unless they have done wrong;
they are robbed of sleep unless they have made someone stumble.
7For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.
18 But the path of the righteous is like the light of dawn,
which shines brighter and brighter until full day.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Today’s psalm will be read responsively beginning with the lector.

Into your hands, O LORD, I commend my spirit. (Ps. 31:5)

'In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame;
deliver me in your righteousness.
>Incline your ear to me; make haste to deliver me.

3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my
stronghold; for the sake of your name, lead me and guide me.



*Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me,
for you are my tower of strength.

3 Into your hands I commend my spirit,
for you have redeemed me, O LORD, God of truth.
15 My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and
from those who persecute me.

16 et your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING 1 Peter 2:2-10
A reading from 1 Peter.

Christ is the cornerstone of God’s saving work and the foundation of our lives.
We are God’s chosen, holy people who continuously celebrate and declare the
mercy of God we experience through Jesus Christ.

? Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

* Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and
precious in God’s sight, and ° like living stones let yourselves be built into a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. ° For it stands in scripture:

“See, [ am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

"This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the very head of the corner,”
$and “A stone that makes them stumble
and a rock that makes them fall.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.

? But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out
of darkness into his marvelous light.

19Once you were not a people,



but now you are God’s people;
once you had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

We stand for the reading of the gospel
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia. 1 am the way, the truth, and the life.* No one comes to the Father except
through me. Alleluia. (John 14:6)

GOSPEL John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the night that he is to be arrested, Jesus shares final words with his
disciples. As the one through whom God is known, he promises to go before
them and act on their behalf.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God,;
believe also in me. ? In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? * And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so
that where I am, there you may be also. * And you know the way to the place
where I am going.” ° Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?” © Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. " If you know
me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.”

® Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be
satisfied.” ” Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you
say, ‘Show us the Father’? '° Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. !' Believe me that I am in the Father and



the Father 1s in me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works
themselves. '* Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the
works that [ do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going
to the Father. '* I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be
glorified in the Son. '* If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

SERMON SONG “Graves Into Gardens”

CCLI Song # 7138219

Brandon Lake | Chris Brown | Steven Furtick | Tiffany Hudson

© 2019 Brandon Lake Music; Maverick City Publishing Worldwide; Music by Elevation Worship Publishing; Bethel Music
Publishing. For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com

CCLI License # 521966. Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM PRESENTATION

Those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly with these or similar words.

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with
us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of #heir baptism.

Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of
the congregation:

I present Gavin, Paisley, Finn, Joralice, and Danika who desire to make public
affirmation of their baptism.

The presiding minister may continue with prayer.

Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers,

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called them to yourself,

enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
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and nourished them in the community of faith.

Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism,

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth.
We ask this in the name of Christ.

Amen.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The
assembly may stand and join in the responses.

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of
the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response: 1 renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly.

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,



he is seated at the right hand of the Father;
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

AFFIRMATION
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the
covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God’s faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each person responds:
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assembly.

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for
them in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s
blessing.

Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.



The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands
on the head of the person and say:

Stir up in Gavin, Paisley, Finn, Joralice and Danika the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit
of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both
now and forever. Amen.

Those making public affirmation stand and face the assembly.
A representative of the congregation addresses the assembly.

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

The presiding minister prays for God’s blessing.

Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in your people
the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of
joy in your presence both now and forever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your steadfast
love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains and
valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and climate



disaster. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be
instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to be
agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge and
assistance. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, provide
for any in need, and comfort those who are sick. Instill caregivers with a sense of
purpose to be your healing hands in this world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and to
witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that we
are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed who
witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of
new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
OFFERING MUSIC “His Eye Is On The Sparrow” Ruth Sheldon

Public Domain. No Permissions Required. CCLI



OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst
no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy
may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the
earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the
flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending
your Son to be our Redeemer. We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among
us, healed the sick, fed the hungry, and with a love stronger than death,

gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Remembering, therefore,

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,

we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,

that we may live as your chosen ones,

clothed in the righteousness of Christ.

Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.

Amen

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life.
Receive the risen Lord.

DISTRIBUTION “Way Maker”

CCLI Song # 7115744

Osinachi Kalu Okoro Egbu

© 2016 Integrity Music

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 521966

Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Holy One,

through this meal you have made your home among us
and are making all things new.

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,

to love our enemies,

and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end,
Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead,

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace,

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING SONG

CCLI Song # 7148126

Brian Johnson | Phil Wickham

© Phil Wickham Music; Simply Global Songs; Bethel Music Publishing

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 521966. Song Select Lyric Videos# 23043131

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Battle Belongs
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