Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Pentecost Sunday
May 28, 2023 - 9:00am




OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing,

serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,

which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Sunday—9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Readers: Shannon Bruhns

Sound: Al Skellenger

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson
Acolytes:

Liturgical Choir:

Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for May: Margaret Okland, JoAnn Villa

Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of
Walter (Duke) & Clarine Moe’s Wedding Anniversary from Pam.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian

Marci Adeogun, Office Admin:
641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wectatel.net
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INTRODUCTION

Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after
Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In
Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all
people. Paul reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are
unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit
on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are
given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love
to all the world.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP
Listen, can you hear the wind?
Come, Holy Spirit; come!

Look, can you see the dancing flames?
Come, Holy Spirit; come!

Can you hear the message in a language you can understand?
Come, Holy Spirit; come!

Do you see the visions? Can you dream the dreams?
Come, Holy Spirit; come!

Come let Pentecost become real in our lives this morning. Come and worship our
God who sends the Spirit to touch us and transform us into Pentecost people.



GATHERING SONG Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading ELW #401
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I Gra - cious Spir - it,  heed our plead-ing, fash -ion us all a - new.
Come to teach us, cometo nour-ish those who be-lieve in  Christ.

3 Guide our think-ing and our speak-ing done in your ho - ly  name.
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It’s your lead-ing  that we’re need-ing, help us to fol - low you
Bless the faith-ful, may they flour-ish, strength-ened by grace un - priced.
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Njo - o, njo - o, njo - o, Ro-ho mwe - ma.
Come, come, come, Ho - ly Spir - it, come.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us
your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right
judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,
your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME A Gust of Wind Whirl Story Bible p.438



WORD

FIRST READING Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. *Divided tongues, as
of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. “All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability.
*Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. ’Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? °Parthians, Medes,
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia,
phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, *Cretans and Arabs—in our own
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.”
LAl were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”
13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” **But Peter,
standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say.
®Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. **No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
7In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit
upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.
18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.
¥And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth
below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 2The sun shall be turned to
darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day.
21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



PENTECOST CANTICLE Veni Sancte Spiritus ELW #406
The assembly is invited to sing the refrain continuously as the cantor sings the verses.

Ostinato (repeated continuously)
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Come, Holy Spirit, from heaven shine forth; with your glorious light. Veni
Sancte Spiritus.

Come from the four winds, O Spirit, come, Breath of God; disperse the shadows
over us, renew and strengthen your people. Veni Sancte Spititus.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
%No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

*Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; *and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. “To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, °to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, %o another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. **All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

2For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 3For in the one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we
were all made to drink of one Spirit.

Word of God, Word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW #169

0 u .
¥ ! ! > . ! I
GFr T T de o 1T o
— R H |
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le-lu-ia, al - le - lu - 1a.
0 u The proper verse may be sung, or all may sing this verse. Repeat alleluia
A%y
(o
Aj;.—o—&ﬂ o . B
Speak,O Lord, your servant is listening. You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
GOSPEL John 20:19-23

The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2°After he said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. #Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent
me, so I send you.” ??When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit of Gentleness ELW #396
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a  hill,
4 You call from to -mor - row, you break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;

and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;

then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;

From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:

and when they were blind - ed  with 1 - dols and lies,

and down in the «cit - vy you called once a - gain,

our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and  r1ise on your wings.”

then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.

when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . .bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.



PROFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the

world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Passionate God, you sent your Spirit through the gifts of fire, wind, and word. As
you equipped the disciples for their work, equip us to bring the good news to all
those who long for you. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Restoring God, wind and flame bring life and destruction throughout the world.
We pray for those who work with wind energy, for migratory birds, for protection
for lands facing destructive fire, for forestry managers and firefighters. Renew the
face of the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Ever-present God, your spirit embraces all. Send your spirit of understanding to
Immigrants, refugees, and any experiencing language barriers. Bless the work of
translators, ESL teachers, ambassadors, and international peace organizations.
Safely guide those fleeing war and danger. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, you anoint us with your spirit. Bless nurses, doctors, midwives,
chaplains, counselors, and hospice workers as they care for those in need. We
pray for all who seek your comfort. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Generous God, you impart a variety of gifts. Set aflame the desire to learn from
one another, especially those who differ from us. Make your presence known
through missionaries, peace workers, and through the outreach ministries of our
synod and community. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Life-giving God, we give thanks for those who have died to new life in you. As
we observe Memorial Day, we remember those who died in military service.
Comfort all who mourn, and usher in a world where war is no more. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.

The pastor concludes the prayers
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always
And also with you.

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but you make
of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Strengthened by your word
and the promise of resurrection, release us from all our fears for service in your
name, in the strength of the risen Christ. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

FAREWELL AND GODSPEED
Joel and Nancy, as you leave Salem and pursue retirement, we wish to bid you
farewell.

A reading from Jeremiah: For surely | know the plans | have for you, says the
LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.
(Jeremiah 29:11)

A reading from Exodus: My presence will go with you, and | will give you rest.
(Exodus 33:14).

A reading from Matthew: "Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what
you will eat or what you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is
not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? ?°Look at the birds of
the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 2’And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 22And why do you worry about
clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor
spin, 2°yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of
these. *°But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you — you of
little faith? 3! Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we
drink?' or 'What will we wear?' 3?For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these
things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these

things. 33But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well. 3*'So do not worry about tomorrow, for
tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today's trouble is enough for today.
(Matthew 6:25-34).



Joel and Nancy, when you came to Salem, we rejoiced to welcome you into the
mission we share as the people of God. In this community you have come to
know and to share in God’s loving purpose for us and for all creation. God has
blessed you in this community, and God has blessed us through you.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, we thank you for the work and witness of your servants Joel and
Nancy, who have enriched this congregation and shared their gifts with us. Now
bless and preserve them at this time of transition. Day by day, guide them and
give them what is needed, friends to cheer their way, and a clear vision of that to
which you are now calling them. By your Holy Spirit be present in their next big
adventure, that they may travel with the one who is the way, the truth, and the
life, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

BLESSING

The God of all, who raised + Jesus from the dead, bless you by the power
of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. Amen.

SENDING HYMN Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW #808
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you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
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Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as [ jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll praise you as long as I jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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DISMISSAL

Christ is risen, just as he said.

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



POSTLUDE
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