SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
May 25 - 31

Our Home-making God

Into the midst of our anxiety and alarm we are offered a vision of a glorious
future filled with promise—the promise that God will make a home with us. This
is @ promise of an ultimate future home—a New Jerusalem!—but also a promise
of God’s daily home-making presence in the hearts of all who believe. Paul has a
vision of a cry for help from Macedonia, and his beloved church at Philippi is
founded in the home and household of Lydia. In Revelation, John, turning from
the lake of fire, is carried up in a vision and sees the New Jerusalem coming
down, centered on the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. But no longer is
there separation from God, weeping, or mourning, but now a restored creation
where God and God’s people are at home together. Jesus promises that though
he is going away, he will come to his disciples in the power of an advocate, the
Holy Spirit, and that both he and the Father will make their home in all who
believe. The gathering of the faithful assembly to receive Christ’s word and
sacrament is a foretaste of that New Jerusalem, where God will finally and
ultimately be at home with us, even as the Holy Trinity makes a home now in the
hearts of all who believe. Into the anxieties and uncertainties of our everyday
life we are offered both a vision of a glorious future when God will be at home
with us and we will be at home with God, and a living foretaste of that same
future: “We will come to them and make our home with them. ... Peace | leave
with you; my peace | give to you” (John 14:23b, 27a).



THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS

Acts 16:9-15 Acts 16:16-34
Psalm 67 Psalm 97
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21
John 14:23-29 John 17:20-26

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Beverly Mannes, Heather, Hallie and Maddie
Mannes, Fabian, Lindsay and Griffin McCord, Dale Mehus, Barbara Miller

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
26-Maddie Mannes 26-Chike Ikefuama 30-Dolly Gregor

28-Laura Gardner 30-Joa Gilbertson

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 5/18/25: S 8,343 Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 5/19/25: S 72,465 86

LAST YEAR: as of 5/19/24: S 83,079

DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-10,614

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/25 is $62,699.32
The total received as of 5/19/25 is $169,977. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!

Thank You to everyone who supported my mission trip. For allowing me to have
a bake sale and supporting me with donations and baked goods! | can’t wait to
pursue this journey thanks to your support! | truly appreciate your help.

-Tori Holtan (The total amount raised for Tori’s mission trip was $833!!)

Congregational Meeting: on June 1st, we will have another congregational
meeting, after worship in the Fellowship Hall. At this meeting we will continue
our discussion on the future of Salem, there will be no voting at this meeting.
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

The Day of Pentecost: The birthday of the Christian Church is June 8th. We will
celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit by filling the sanctuary with red geraniums.
If you would like to sponsor a geranium, please fill out an order form, (found in
the Narthex) & return it to the office, or place it in the offering plate by June 1st.
Cost is $10.25 per foil wrapped geranium. All tributes will be listed in the
Bulletin. If you would like to bring your own flowers, please fill out the form on
the back and return it to the office, so it can be added as well. Following the
June 8" service, all flowers may be taken home by those who sponsored them.

Thank you to all who contributed items, time and money to our spring Lutheran
World Relief shipment. We sent 100 quilts, 66 baby care kits and 105 personal
care kits which the confirmation class put together. Thanks to Don & Steve for
loading and transporting them to Albert Lea. 15 quilts will also go to Mason
City’s Salvation Army -Mission Quilters

Lake Mills Community Blood Drive Results from May 15, 2025: 38 Registered
Donors, 1 First Time Donor, 39 Units Collected. Up to 117 lives saved or
sustained! Milestone Donors: 1 Gal. -Teresa Brua, Heidi Obermeyer, Ronald
Pitkin, and William Tweeten, 4 Gal. -Mark Bjorklund, 9 Gal. -Constance Helgeson

Helpers Needed for Vacation Bible School: Prayerfully consider volunteering to
help with VBS whether it’s 1 or all 4 days! June 2-5. If you would like to help
with VBS contact the Parish Office at 567-3550. Thank you!

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways --Give through
PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one)

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 10, 17,
24,31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost is $40
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Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 14, 2025 - 6:30 pm

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order.

Members present: Delane Behr, Mike Swenson, Sue Langerud, Mary Peterson,
Marilyn Hoffman.

Secretary’s Report: April council minutes were available for review. There were
no additions or corrections.

Mary moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Mike. All approved.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for April 2025 $18,744.99

Total Expenses for April 2025 $6,330.89 (Income less expense +$12,414.10)
Checking account balance (3/31/25) $157,404.87

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (4/30/25) $63,549.32

CD’s at FTSB (3/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (3/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.

2025 YTD total offerings (4/30/25) $58,066

2024 YTD total offerings (4/30/25) $72,291

Marilyn moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Mary. All
approved.

Board Reports

Board of Worship and Music: The meeting was held on April 23 and had a recap
of Easter and discussion of when to take cross down. Discussion held on
Confirmation on May 4 and Baptism on May 11. They reviewed the Pastor
supply schedule for May, June and July and reviewed plans for outdoor worship
services one time per month during June, July and August. Update by Mary
Peterson



Board of Life & Growth: Special ceramic crosses were given to 5 grade
students at the Sader meal on Maundy Thursday. The board handed out small
wooden crosses on Easter Sunday as a token that Jesus is with them always. The
board will serve the outside services this summer. Update by Sue Langerud. Sue
also noted 100 quilts, 105 healthcare kits and 66 Baby kits will be shipped out
Saturday.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.

Board of Property and Management: Entrance door near elevator is not
working as wire repairs need to be made. Improvements are underway in the
courtyard, clean up weeds, mulch, etc. An anonymous donation of $5,000 was
given for the courtyard project. Ideas for more improvements are encouraged
and should be shared with Chair Mike Swenson. The deposit held by Young
Construction for the steeple work has been returned to Salem as they will not be
doing the steeple project. Report presented by Chair Mike Swenson.

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written report: Fifth grade students had their
meal/activity on Maundy Thursday with their first communion during worship
that evening. Palm Sunday (April 13) the board hosted a bake sale with Tori
Holtan, the proceeds went towards her summer mission trip. A total of $833 was
raised from the bake sale and donations. Thank you to everyone that
contributed to this fundraiser. On the last day of Faith Formation, they held a
service project of trash pickup in the Lake Mills area. On April 30, the
confirmation students had their pictures taken, did a service project of putting
together personal care kits, had a pizza party and then had their Faith Statement
night. On Confirmation Sunday, May 4%, we gave each confirmand a stone cross
with a verse on it as a gift and had a reception for them in the Fellowship Hall.
This weekend, May 18, the senior’s graduating from High School will be
recognized and a special Salem blanket will be given to them.

Pastor Report: None

Mike moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Mary. All approved.



Old Business:
New Business:

A. Cemetery Committee: Request by Dennis Madson to be off the
committee. The committee approved Spencer Brackey to be appointed to
the Cemetery Committee and requested council approval. Motion by
Mike, second by Mary to approve. Carried.

Mowing contract for 2025 signed — same as last year (512,705 — 7
payments of $1,815 May 1 - Nov 1)

Projects moving forward — clean stones in southwest part of Salem
Lutheran (paid out of estate money $1970 and $80 to reset Bergan stone
(will be reimbursed by insurance). Remove a dead tree at Salem Lutheran
and 2 trees at Memorial.

Committee members are researching projects: level and gravel roads;
repair and paint entrance sign to Salem Lutheran; more stones to clean at
Salem Lutheran.

B. Call Committee Report: To date, Salem Lutheran Call Committee
members have met the scope of and fulfilled the purpose intended to
issue a Pastoral call.

The call process is active and open with the Salem Ministerial Site Profile
(MSP) document made available on the Northeastern lowa Synod website
August, 2023.

The MSP was reviewed September, 2024 with no changes made and the
next review is scheduled for September, 2025.

Call committee members continue to consider for significant issues that
may affect the current MSP for possible updates.

The Call committee is not involved with any other actions that Salem
Council or Salem members may consider as this would be outside the
scope of the Call committee.

When a Pastoral call candidate wishes to interview for the open position
then the Call committee will reconvene as designed to follow this process
through to conclusion.



-n

God’s peace as Salem continues the ministry of this church while in
Pastoral call.

Call committee co-chair and members: Shannon Bruhns/Kathy Chose;
Bruce Adams, Larry Rice, Spenser Brackey, Dennis Madson, Chike
Ikefuama. Motion by Marilyn, second by Sue to approve report. Carried.
Post Congregational Meeting: The Council will hold an informal
congregational meeting on Sunday, June 1° to brainstorm ideas that were
discussed by Bishop Kevin Jones at the meeting in March. All Salem
members are encouraged to attend and bring ideas of how to move Salem
forward.

Mission Support to the Synod and ELCA: Salem is currently giving 10% of
their general offering each month. Motion by Mike and second by Sue to
decrease support to 5% of the general offering beginning in June.

. New members — Salem Tramaine Monson

Transfers/statistical adjustments — None

Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY, June 11, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. We closed with
the Lord’s Prayer. Motion to adjourn by Mike, second by Sue. All
approved. The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Marilyn Hoffman, Recording Secretary

May 26: The Lake Mills Food Bank and Salem’s Clothes closet will be closed.

VBS Craft Items Needed: Please start collecting caps—milk jug or something
similar & cereal boxes (any size) for the VBS crafts. You can leave them at any
One in Christ Church.

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Mon closed, Tues 10-5, Wed 10-2, Thurs 10-5, Fri 10-2
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure its open.)




EVERYONE IS INVITED TO FELLOWSHIP DOWNSTAIRS AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 5/25
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 5/26
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 5/28
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

SUNDAY 6/1
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Congregational Meeting-Fellowship Hall

Elderversity for kids 55+ at Okoboji Lutheran Bible camp, June 2-3, 2025. Theme:
“I' AM” with speaker Pastor Jim Steen. This is a great chance for those 55 and
older to be young at heart and enjoy camp. This two day event provides
opportunities to listen to engaging speakers, and times to get together with new
and old friends. During the sessions, you will be considering the “l am...” sayings
of Jesus in the Gospel of John. During the first session, however, you will begin
by considering the conversation Moses had with God. Throughout the Gospel of
John, Jesus identifies himself to his disciples and the rest of the people by telling
them/us: “I am...” Through your conversations and reading of the Word, the
intention for you during this time is to come away with a greater/deeper walk
with our Lord Jesus Christ. Registration includes meals, lodging and program.
Registration cost is $109 (for double occupancy rooms, additional $20 for single
rooms). $30 nonrefundable deposit. If you would like more information on how
to register, call Marci in the office 641.592.1771 and leave a message.




