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God’s Beautifully Messy Community 
From abandonment to homecoming and from a narrow scope to a broader 
vision of God’s realm, these are the promises proclaimed. The early church and 
our faith communities are called to engage this reality. A community of Jewish 
Jesus-followers overcomes fear and expands to include the much larger Gentile 
world. In the hymnody of the psalm the whole creation and her people are 
ushered into praise and the trumpeting of a new community. An exiled follower 
of Jesus sees in the midst of his situation a vision of the Holy One who proclaims 
a new heaven and earth, stripped of tears and death. Finally, Jesus shares that 
he will no longer be physically present with his disciples, and points them to a 
new way of being a community of love for one another. Through the depth of 
the texts for this day, people are invited to explore the beauty and the messiness 
of community. The church, like any other human organization, is filled with the 
challenges of what it means to live together (for example, who is welcome? 
What rules do people need to follow? How do we care for one another?). Unlike 
other human institutions, however, we are called to be centered and re-
centered in the unapologetic love for others. In our imperfection we are 
welcomed and called to invite others. We offer, in a spirit of humility, signs of 
welcome and love to others, just as God in Christ has been revealed to us. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 11:1-18 
Psalm 148 

Revelation 21:1-6 
John 13:31-35 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 16:9-15 

Psalm 67 
Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 

John 14:23-29 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Kenneth Lein, Matthew, Jennifer, Chance, Hope, 
Madison and Claire Levine, Darren, Becky and Gavin Levorson and Avah Klebsch, 
Stephanie, Nathaniel and Courtney Lorenson Dennis Madson and Janet Vinson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
18-Bill Rondeau 18-Harris Honsey 

 

24-Shannon Bruhns 
24-Kendall Kirschbaum 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 5/11/25:  $    2,292    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 5/13/25:  $  64,122                   81 
LAST YEAR: as of 5/13/24: $  80,189 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -16,189 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/25 is $62,699.32 
The total received as of 5/13/25 is $169,877. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Thank You to everyone who supported my mission trip. For allowing me to have 
a bake sale and supporting me with donations and baked goods! I can’t wait to 
pursue this journey thanks to your support! I truly appreciate your help.  
-Tori Holtan          (The total amount raised for Tori’s mission trip was $833!!) 
 

WELCA guest night at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Manly IA, at 7:00pm on 
Wednesday, May 21st. Guest speaker: Deb Thomas—Music Boxes.  Both men 
and women are invited. 
 

May 26: The Lake Mills Food Bank and Salem’s Clothes closet will be closed. 
 

Congregational Meeting: on June 1st, we will have another congregational 
meeting, after worship in the Fellowship Hall. At this meeting we will continue 
our discussion on the future of Salem, there will be no voting at this meeting. 



Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

The Day of Pentecost: The birthday of the Christian Church is June 8th. We will 
celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit by filling the sanctuary with red geraniums. 
If you would like to sponsor a geranium, please fill out an order form, (found in 
the Narthex) & return it to the office, or place it in the offering plate by June 1st. 
Cost is $10.25 per foil wrapped geranium. All tributes will be listed in the 
Bulletin.  If you would like to bring your own flowers, please fill out the form on 
the back and return it to the office, so it can be added as well. Following the 
June 8th service, all flowers may be taken home by those who sponsored them. 
 

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism, Salem 
Tramaine Monson, son of Derik and Dakota Monson. Salem was baptized on 
May 11th during worship. His Godparents are Angela & Brandon Monson and 
Dean & McKenna Kapka. 
 

Elderversity for kids 55+ at Okoboji Lutheran Bible camp, June 2-3, 2025. Theme: 
“I AM” with speaker Pastor Jim Steen. This is a great chance for those 55 and 
older to be young at heart and enjoy camp. This two day event provides 
opportunities to listen to engaging speakers, and times to get together with new  
and old friends. During the sessions, you will be considering the “I am…” sayings 
of Jesus in the Gospel of John. During the first session, however, you will begin 
by considering the conversation Moses had with God. Throughout the Gospel of 
John, Jesus identifies himself to his disciples and the rest of the people by telling 
them/us: “I am…” Through your conversations and reading of the Word, the 
intention for you during this time is to come away with a greater/deeper walk 
with our Lord Jesus Christ. Registration includes meals, lodging and program. 
Registration cost is $109 (for double occupancy rooms, additional $20 for single 
rooms). $30 nonrefundable deposit. If you would like more information on how 
to register, call Marci in the office 641.592.1771 and leave a message. 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 10, 17, 
24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28.  Cost is $40 
 



EVERYONE  IS  INVITED TO  FELLOWSHIP  DOWNSTAIRS  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 5/18 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
4:00pm-7:00pm Open House Graduation Celebration for Maddie Mannes 
MONDAY 5/19 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall 
WEDNESDAY 5/21 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
SATURDAY 5/24 
Fellowship Hall Reserved All Day 
SUNDAY 5/25 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

Helpers Needed for Vacation Bible School: Prayerfully consider volunteering to 
help with VBS whether it’s 1 or all 4 days!  June 2-5.  If you would like to help 
with VBS contact the Parish Office at 567-3550.  Thank you! 
 

VBS Craft Items Needed: Please start collecting caps—milk jug or something 
similar & cereal boxes (any size) for the VBS crafts. You can leave them at any 
One in Christ Church. 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways— 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one) 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… Mon 10-2, Tues 10-2, Wed 10-2, Thurs 10-5, 
Fri 10-2 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure its open.) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

