SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
May 17 - 23

Overhearing Jesus
At the ascension we, like the disciples in today’s reading in Acts, are left looking at the sky. But
in the High Priestly Prayer (John 17), Jesus brings us back to earth. In the prayer he speaks not
only from the perspective of the risen and ascended one, but as the Word of God, now made
flesh. The prayer anticipates the accomplishments of this Word, which does not return empty
(Isa. 55:11), namely in the fulfillment of the “hour” of Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. It is as
if Jesus has already ascended “to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God”
(John 20:17), and has returned to tell us something vital.
As we overhear Jesus, we learn that God’s character and motive are identical to those of Jesus,
who has now, fully and completely, “made God’s name known.” We no longer have to speculate
about the nature of God. God’s purposes and love are made known in Jesus. But we also learn
about ourselves. Jesus’ prayer frequently mentions the “world” —the world at once hostile to
God and God’s anointed, and yet also beloved of God (John 3:16). With Jesus’ commissioning
today we have our work to do, to make God known in and through Christ Jesus. The Living One
works through us as “words within the world,” who no longer seek meaning among the dead,
but are empowered to make known the vibrant, new reality of Easter.

NEXT WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Acts 1:6-14 Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13
John 17:1-11 John 20:19-23

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS WEEK WE
WILL PRAY FOR: Steven & Kathy Nelson, Wayne & Judy Nyguard, Grace Okland and Sophia
Allard, Margaret and Kylie Okland and Amelia Regan, James, Candy, Andrew and Michael
Olsen

Adult Bible Study: Just a reminder that we have a Bible Study here at Salem, Wednesdays—
10am—in the Choir Room. Pastor Everist leads this bible study. All are invited and welcome!
“The Gospel of John: Trust Jesus & Live”.

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to sign our guest
book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!
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This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and we would
like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAVY! Please call the office if you have an upcoming
birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771

17-Kyla Johanson 18-Harris Honsey 19-Janice Smith
-WEEKLY GIVING-
LAST 2 WEEKS: 5/10/26: No update this Last Weeks Attendance
YEAR-TO-DATE: 5/10/26: week due to the 49

LAST YEAR: as of 5/10/25:  financial secretary
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: being unavailable

Thank you! The Board of Youth & Education would like to express special thanks to the WELCA
Mission Quilters that so gladly created the wonderful quilts gifted the Confirmands at their
Faith Statement night this past week. There were smiles all around! Also, thanks to Brook
Christianson, LMHS, for the use of the art easels which displayed these beautiful quilts through
to Confirmation Sunday. ‘Thank you’ goes out to Ed Twedt, a former Salem member, who
hand crafted beautiful silver cross necklaces which were given out to each of the Confirmands
during worship service. The necklaces will be a tangible reminder of their faith journey and
are so appreciated! Especially grateful to Pastor Melinda McVey for serving as confirmation
instructor for this group of Confirmands the past two years. She has made confirmation fun
and meaningful which was evident in memories shared. Thank you for lifting up the youth of
Salem! Thank you to Rhonda Schriver who made the delicious punch for the reception after
worship yesterday and thank you to those that took time to recognize the Confirmands
sharing fellowship with them and families. God has blessed us, indeed!

Vacation Bible School: “VBS” will be held at Winnebago Lutheran Church.
June 1-4. “Snowball Mountain Challenge” “Find Your Strength in God”
Prayerfully consider volunteering to help—whether one day or all 4 days!

VBS Crafts: Please start collecting the following items for the Vacation Bible School Crafts:
clean Gatorade bottles with cap, 3/4” black buttons. You can leave these items in the Narthex.
Thank you!

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 4/30/26 is $29,011. The total
received as of 5/6/26 is $173,762. All contributions towards this project are greatly
appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when submitting a contribution.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways...

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com

-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly or weekly ACH
withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the office. We also have forms
in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.

(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)
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ALL ARE INVITED DOWNSTAIRS FOR FELLOWSHIP AFTER WORSHIP

SUNDAY 5/17
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

MONDAY 5/18
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN
6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall

THURSDAY 5/21
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library
1:00pm-6:00pm Blood Drive-Fellowship Hall

SUNDAY 5/24
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

WELCA: Our next WELCA meeting will be May 21 at 2:00pm in the Lounge.
Program: Teachers from LifeWise

Thank you to the residents of the Lake Mills Care Center for the thoughtful gift which was
presented to LMHS graduates during worship on Sunday, May 17. Residents planted beautiful
flowers for the graduates to take home as a remembrance of their graduation day.

Seeking Donations: The cost of shipping has increased for sending the World Relief items
(quilts, health care kits and baby care kits) so we are seeking donations to help with the cost of
shipping those items. Please make checks out to “Lutheran World Relief”. Donations can be
placed in the offering plate, dropped off in the office or mailed to the office. Thank you!

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, May 21; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. Appointments
Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-7777 or visit:
lifesesrvebloodcenter.org

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect you to local
resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or email:
lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 20, Oct 4, 11, 18,
25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29. Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve your date.

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week... Monday-Friday: 11:00am-5:00pm
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure the office is open.)

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com



http://lifesesrvebloodcenter.org/?fbclid=IwAR1QsQclzTy1cpOdl-4vr6y4A2V8W6MuS8U58prf35AhyEMqBEyoXKnd7xw
mailto:lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com
http://www.salemlakemills.com/

P

ALY
Congratulatlons

C]lass of 2026

ge 2NN



