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Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Affirmation of Baptism
May 15, 2021 – 5:30pm
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to
serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Becky Helgeson
Liturgical Choir: open
Sound: Shannon Bruhns
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for May:
Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon
Reader: Cindy Haugsdal
Liturgical Choir: Bruce Adams, Willie Skellenger,
Al Skellenger, Nancy Guttormson
Special Music: Brady Kurtz
Sound: Chike Ikefuama
Live Stream: Brad Evenson
Video: Chike Ikefuama
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson
Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson
Communion Servers:
Altar Guild for May: Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

The live steam and radio broadcast are given in loving memory of
James & Ruth Tweeten from Bill & Linda Tweeten.

Salem Contact Information:
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535

joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532

shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net
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INTRODUCTION
The gospel for Easter’s seventh Sunday is always taken from the long prayer
Jesus prays for his followers in John’s gospel on the night before his death, and
always includes Jesus’ desire that his followers will be one as he and the Father
are one. This oneness is not mere doctrinal agreement or institutional unity, but
mutual abiding, interpenetrating life, mutual love, and joy. This oneness is the
work of the Spirit whom we have received but also await. Come, Holy Spirit!

GATHERING
PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may remain seated and may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us
from death to life, from tears to joy. We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit
comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your
mercy and forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life.

To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN Baptized and Set Free ELW #453

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.
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WORD

FIRST READING Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered
about one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be
fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who
became a guide for those who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us
and was allotted his share in this ministry.”

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until
the day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with
us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was
also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you
know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to
go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias;
and he was added to the eleven apostles.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.

SCRIPTURE HYMN Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798



7

SECOND READING 1 John 5:9-13

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the
testimony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son
of God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have
made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning
his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his
Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that
you may know that you have eternal life.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

Christ has risen!
He has risen indeed! Amen!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! (Refrain) ELW #382
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GOSPEL John 17:6-19
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus prayed:] 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me
from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept
your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for
the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them
and know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.
9I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect
them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are
one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given
me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be
lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because
they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not
asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the
evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.
17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the
world, so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Borning Cry ELW #732
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Tomorrow at the 9:00 AM service we will welcome the following youth into
greater participation in the life of our Church: Cody Cox, Kendall Dalhe,
Joa Gilbertson, Carter Helgeson, Chike Ikefuama, Kane Koch, Claire Levine,
Maddie Mannes, Kaleb Rogstad, Katelyn Rogstad, Annaston Stene, Austin Stene,
Hannah Sterrenberg, and Keaton Wempen

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these young women
and men who are now making public affirmation of their baptism, to be one with
us in the body of Christ, and workers with us in the kingdom of God.

The presiding minister continues with prayer.

Let us pray.
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, Cody, Kendall, Joa,
Carter, Chike, Kane, Clarie, Maddie, Kaleb, Katlyn, Annaston, Austin, Hannah
and Keaton whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism.
You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit,
and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts
and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to
new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.
Amen.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH Apostles Creed

Together with our young sisters and brothers in Christ we affirm our baptism with
them with the Apostles Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the
church in your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as
your loving people, ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas
teem with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in
the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near
streams of water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace
and truth. Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely,
outcast, rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need especially all we
love and care for and name before you now (pause). Give them tangible signs of
your steadfast love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and
supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are
unique to us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through
the witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life.
We cherish the memory of your saints. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
All may greet each other with a sign of peace

OFFERING



13

MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER
Bountiful God, you fill the poor with good things and cause the hungry to be
satisfied. May these gifts be instruments of your grace and may our very lives be
the means of spreading your blessings. Make these gifts be for the world a sign of
your boundless love and your overflowing abundance.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen

Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN We All Are One in Mission ELW #576

DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
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Affirmation of Baptism
Cody Wallace Cox
Born 10-31-06
Date of Baptism: 12-10-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Jim & Candy Olsen
Parents: Tracy & Cory Cox
Verse: Joshua 1:9 “This is my command-Be strong and courageous! Do not be
afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”

Kendall Nikohle Dahle
Born 9-1-07
Date of Baptism: 1-13-08
Baptismal Sponsors: Kim Thorson, Dustin & Tiffany Mark
Parents: Kelly Dahle & John Leegaard
Verse: Proverbs 31:25 “Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at
the time to come.”

Joa Skye Gilbertson
Born 5-30-07
Date of Baptism: 7-15-07
Baptismal Sponsors: Jason Gilbertson, Joy & Chris Evens
Parents: Janelle & Jeremy Gilbertson
Verse: Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will Strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my
righteous right hand.”

16

Carter Henry Helgeson
Born12-26-06
Date of Baptism: 5-19-07
Baptismal Sponsors: Andy Gregor, Brad & Jolene Helgeson
Parents: Julie & Shawn Helgeson
Verse: Luke 2:52 “And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and men.”

Chike Addison Ikefuama
Born 5-26-06
Date of Baptism: 6-18-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Donavin & Christa Prescott
Parents: Marci Prescott & Fidelis Ikefuama
Verse: Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord,
plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Kane Michael Koch
Born 8-4-06
Date of Baptism:10-15-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Brooke Knudtson, Kali Wilkinsen, Amy & Greg Mahlstedt
Parents: Jennifer & Joel Koch
Verse: Philippians 4:13 “I can endure all things through the power of the one
who gives me strength.”

Claire Lee Levine
Born 6-18-07
Date of Baptism: 10-17-07
Baptismal Sponsors:
Tiffany Seedorf, Tanner Seedorf, Jessica Anderson, Sarah David
Parents: Jennifer & Matthew Levine
Verse: John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”
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Maddie Mae Mannes
Born 5-26-07
Date of Baptism: 8-12-07
Baptismal Sponsors: Randy Lawson, Ben Mannes, Aaron Mannes
Parents: Heather & Michael Mannes
Verse: Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on
your own understanding; in all your ways, acknowledge Him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

Kaleb Robert Rogstad
Born 4-14-06
Date of Baptism: 4-15-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Brad Rogstad & Darci Janssen
Parents: Karla Knudtson & Bob Rogstad
Verse: Joshua 1:9 “God is with ou wherever you go.”

Katelyn Jo Rogstad
Born 4-14-06
Date of Baptism: 4-15-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Candy Olsen & Devan Helgeson
Parents: Karla Knudtson & Bob Rogstad
Verse: Romans 8:38-39 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anyting else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God that is in Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Annaston Jo Stene
Born 7-6-06
Date of Baptism: 8-6-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Amber Pearson, Karla Knudtson, Kevin Knudtson
Parents: Kendra & Andrew Stene
Verse: Mark 5:36 “Overhearing what they said, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid,
just believe.”
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Austin Knudt Stene
Born 7-6-06
Date of Baptism:8-6-06
Baptismal Sponsors: Erich Stene, Jon Stene, Ben Stene
Parents: Kendra & Andrew Stene
Verse: John 5:13 “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God so that you know that you have eternal life.”

Hannah Irene Sterrenberg
Born 2-14-07
Date of Baptism: 4-29-07
Baptismal Sponsors: Brad Hill, Misty Damm, Andrea & Darrell Anderson
Parents: Brian & Karen Sterrenberg
Verse: Proverbs 27:1 “Do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a
day may bring.

Keaton Andrew Wempen
Born 4-26-07
Date of Baptism: 7-22-07
Baptismal Sponsors: Ryan Wempen & Katie Modrell
Parents: Kristin & Bardley Wempen
Verse: James 1:2-4 “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you
face trials of many kids, because you knkow that the testing of you faith produces
perseverance. Let perserverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.”
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