
 

 

 

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
May 14, 2023 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 
Sunday—9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching: Pastor Joel Guttormson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Bruce Adams 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Acolytes: 
Liturgical Choir: 
Communion Servers:  
Altar Guild for May: Margaret Okland, JoAnn Villa 
Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson 
 
 
 

The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving  
Memory of Vonice Stene From Her Son Erich.  

 

 

 
Salem Contact Information: 
Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535 
joelguttormson@gmail.com 
 
Shannon Bruhns, Council President 

641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184 

Barb Kinseth, Custodian 

Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182 

 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:joelguttormson@gmail.com


INTRODUCTION 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to 

abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are 

reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this 

Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit 

will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are 

the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and 

raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is 

washed away, and in them we are born anew. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 



BAPTISMAL SONG            Springs of Water, Bless the Lord            ELW #214 

The choir or cantor will sing three of the verses of the canticle, others may join in the refrain.  

 

 

Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of 

the new creation.  

 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness 

to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring 

peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME                    Never Alone             Whirl Story Bible p.382 



GATHERING SONG     All Things Bright and Beautiful            WOV #767 

    

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.    

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on 

earth. In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all 

the world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 



WORD 
 

FIRST READING                                                            Acts 17:22-31 
22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked 

carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the 

inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I 

proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 

Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is 

he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives 

to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all 

nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and 

the boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search 

for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 

from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 

some of your own poets have said,  

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, 

or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 
30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will have 

the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALMODY                                                                                    Psalm 66:8-20 
Todays psalm will be read responsively beginning with the women 
 

8Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 
9Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip. 
 
10For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
11You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 



12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
13I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows— 
 

14Those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when  

I was in trouble. 
15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;  

I will give you oxen and goats.  
 
16Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has 

done for me. 
17I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
 
18If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would | not have heard me; 
19But in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
 
20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing 

love from me.  
 

SECOND READING                                                                      1 Peter 2:19-25 
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering 

unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is 

that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s 

approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, 

leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps. 

 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not 

threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 

righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray 

like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION               ELW p.151

 

GOSPEL                                                  John 14:15-21  

The Holy Gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 

forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 

he will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 

you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 

and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 

reveal myself to them.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth  ELW #735 

 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH                                        Nicene Creed    

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation  he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 



 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to send your 

Spirit to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send your people into the world to serve 

as mirrors that reflect and magnify your love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, plants, and 

places that are suffering, and equip us to respond to their song. Make us agents of 

restoration and refreshment for all your beloved creation. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show 

mercy to all who are oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your presence 

known to those who feel abandoned or alone, and to all who are sick or grieving. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother figures. 

Console all who long to be mothers, children estranged from their mothers, 

anyone grieving the death of a mother, and mothers who have lost a child. 

Support all for whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give thanks for the 

apostle Matthias and all your saints. Sustain us by your love until we join the 

saints in glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered as the pastor concludes the prayers.   

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to 

you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING   
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Generous God,  

We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. With your word you have revealed to 

us the Risen One.  By your word you move us from doubt to faith, from fear to 

joy.  Strengthen us to show your love and serve the world in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

The God of all, 

who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, 

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit 

to live in the new creation. 

Amen. 

 



SENDING SONG     We Know That Christ Is Raised                 ELW #449 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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