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The Searching Sheep 
Messages and information today are texted, tweeted, broadcast, e-mailed, 
phoned, lectured, announced, packaged, and repackaged. The means and 
avenues for communication are many. Yet when it comes to the person known 
as Jesus of Nazareth we are often left standing in the place of the Jewish people 
who gathered around Jesus at that portico (John 10:22-23). We long to know, 
Who are you, Jesus? and perhaps want to probe, What are you really about? Of 
course the qualification is for him to “tell us plainly” (John 10:24). As the church 
we have grown accustomed to the idea of Jesus seeking out the lost sheep and 
bringing them safely home—of knowing the sheep intimately by name. Today’s 
texts are rich in reframing who is searching for whom. Who is seeking after 
Jesus, and to what does that seeking lead? Still, will we be satisfied with any 
answer? The faith of Tabitha and the miracle-working Peter, the vision of saints 
and mythical beasts, and even Jesus’ works point to one who is in and of God. 
Yet we wonder if it can’t be spelled out for us more clearly. In this season of 
proclaiming a Christ who breaks the powers of death and whose realm is one of 
glory, we open ourselves to questions of exactly who this Jesus is—and see 
answers coming to life in story, miracles, and testimony. Today is an opportunity 
for us in weakness and glory, in doubt and in faith, in simplicity and awe to seek 
and embrace the one who is already in our midst. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 9:36-43 

Psalm 23 
Revelation 7:9-17 

John 10:22-30 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 11:1-18 

Psalm 148 
Revelation 21:1-6 

John 13:31-35 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Bob & Linda Lair, Shawn & Pamela Lampman, 
Gloria Langerud, Sue Langerud, Ronald Langfald 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
11-Summer Sterrenberg 
11-Rhonda Harmon 

14-Patricia Young 
14-Tori Sterrenberg 
 

16-Jerod Osheim 
17-Kyla Johanson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 5/4/25:  $    3,764    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 5/6/25:  $  61,830                  215 
LAST YEAR: as of 5/6/24:  $  76,965 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -15,136 
 

Memorials Given in April: Trena Nelson--$20--Steeple Fund 
Alan Honsey--$25--Steeple Fund; $1415--Cemetery Fund,  
Yvonne Helgeson--$25—Steeple Fund 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported my mission trip. For allowing me to have 
a bake sale and supporting me with donations and baked goods! I can’t wait to 
pursue this journey thanks to your support! I truly appreciate your help.  
-Tori Holtan          (The total amount raised for Tori’s mission trip was $833!!) 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/25 is $62,699.32 
The total received as of 4/27/25 is $169,877. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways— 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Baptism: We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism, Salem 
Tramaine Monson, son of Derik and Dakota Monson. Salem will be baptized on 
May 11th during worship. His Godparents are Angela & Brandon Monson and 
Dean & McKenna Kapka. 
 

Baccalaureate for graduating seniors and their families will be Wednesday 
7:00pm; May 14, at Word of Faith Church 45005 210th Ave., west of Lake Mills. 
 

Chike Ikefuama (son of Marci Prescott) invites the members of Salem to his 
graduation celebration on Saturday, May 17th, open house 1:00pm-5:00pm, at 
Salem Lutheran Church in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

Hannah Irene Sterrenberg (daughter of Brian & Karen Sterrenberg) invites the 
members of Salem to her graduation celebration on Saturday, May 17th, open 
house from 1:00pm-4:00pm, at the Lake Mills Civic Center. 
 

Thank you: Mission Quilters would like to thank all those that contributed to the 
health care kits. The confirmands assembled them last week as part of their 
service project.  105 personal care kits will go to people in need.  
 

WELCA guest night at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Manly IA, at 7:00pm on 
Wednesday, May 21st. Guest speaker: Deb Thomas—Music Boxes.  Both men 
and women are invited. 
 

Helpers Needed for Vacation Bible School: Prayerfully consider volunteering to 
help with VBS whether it’s 1 or all 4 days!  June 2-5.  If you would like to help 
with VBS contact the Parish Office at 567-3550.  Thank you! 
 

VBS Craft Items Needed: Please start collecting caps—milk jug or something 
similar & cereal boxes (any size) for the VBS crafts. You can leave them at any 
One in Christ Church. 
 
 



EVERYONE  IS  INVITED TO  FELLOWSHIP  DOWNSTAIRS  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 5/11   
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 5/12 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 5/14 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:30pm Church Council-Library 
 

THURSDAY 5/15 
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library 
1:00pm-6:00pm Community Blood Drive-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm WELCA-Lounge 
 

SATURDAY 5/17 
1:00pm-5:00pm Open House Graduation Celebration for Chike Ikefuama 
 

SUNDAY 5/18 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
4:00pm-7:00pm Open House Graduation Celebration for Maddie Mannes 
 

Congregational Meeting: on June 1st, we will have another congregational 
meeting, after worship in the Fellowship Hall. At this meeting we will continue 
our discussion on the future of Salem, there will be no voting at this meeting. 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 10, 17, 
24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost is $40 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week… Mon 10-2, Tues 10-5, Wed 10-2, Thurs 10-5, 
Fri 10-2 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure its open.) 


