
 
 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 11, 2025 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00m Service 
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Shannon Bruhns 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson 
Communion Servers: 
Liturgical Choir:  
Worship Coordinator: Mary Peterson 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson, Al Sterrenberg 
Altar Guild for May: Gloria Kvale, JoAnn Villa 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving  
Memory of Vonice Stene From Her Son Erich 

 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of 

Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of the 

great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: Surely 

goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house 

of the Lord forever. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

HOLY BAPTISM OF SALEM TRAMAINE MONSON 
 

PRESENTATION 
The parents and sponsors are invited to come forward to the font with Salem. 

We present Salem Tremaine Monson for baptism. 
 

Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire to 

have Salem Tremaine baptized into Christ? 

Response: We do. 
 

As you bring Salem to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with 

responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper. 

Teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, 

place in his hands the holy scriptures, and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

so that Salem may learn to trust God, proclaim Christ through 

word and deed, care for others and the world God made, 

and work for justice and peace. 
 

Do you promise to help Salem grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: We do. 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Salem in the Christian faith as you are 

empowered by God's Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and  

in communion with the church?  Response: We do. 



THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Water is poured into the font in preparation for the baptism 

Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over 

the waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys 

to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 

Through the waters of the flood, you carried those in the ark to safety. Through 

the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you 

nourished them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river 

Jordan to the promised land. 
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to 

safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not 

swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us 

to make disciples, baptizing in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the 

baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, 

no longer male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, who 

lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
Together with the parents and sponsors we join in the profession of faith and rejection 

of all evil. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 

world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 



Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. 

 

BAPTISM 

Salem Tremaine, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 

you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise 

them to eternal life. 
 

With the parents and sponsors laying our hands on the head the newly baptized, we pray: 

Sustain Salem Tremaine, with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom 

and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and 



the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

ANOINITNG WITH OIL 

Salem Tremaine, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked with the cross of Christ forever.  

Amen. 

 

WELCOME 
A baptismal candle is lit from the pascal candle and given to the sponsor who says these 

words. 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and 

glorify your Father in heaven. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized. 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share; join us in 

giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 

to all the world. 

 
We stand for the gathering hymn. 

GATHERING HYMN   Beautiful Savior        ELW #838 

 



 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 

shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete 

in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-

pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                    Acts:9:36-43 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 

Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she 

became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 
38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent 

two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter 

got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room 

upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 

clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them 

outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 



“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He 

gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he 

showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many 

believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 

certain Simon, a tanner.  
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM                            Psalm 23 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. 2 The LORD makes me lie 

down in green pastures and leads me beside still waters. 
 
3 You restore my soul, O LORD, and guide me along right pathways for your 

name’s sake.  
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no 

evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil, and my cup is running over.  
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

SECOND READING                                                  Revelation 7:9-17 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 
10 They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 
12 singing, 



“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honor 

and power and might 

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, 

and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that 

knows.”  

Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 

they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 
15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

and worship him day and night within his temple, 

and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

the sun will not strike them, 

nor any scorching heat; 
17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 

and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION       ELW #151 

 
 



GOSPEL                                John 10:22-30 

The Holy Gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was 

winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So 

the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in 

suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have told 

you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to 

me; 26 but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27 My 

sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 

and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 What my 

Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the 

Father’s hand. 30 The Father and I are one.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY         Savior, Like a Shepard Lead Us          ELW #789 

 



 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH             Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. 
 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake 

he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 

the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 

in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

the world to come. Amen. 



(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 

the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 

You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place 

for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, 

and send us forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and 

restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance 

and harmony with our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to 

judges, lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass 

incarceration, empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who 

strive for healing in our communities. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or 

depression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your 

shepherding care (especially). Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
 

This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering 

care. Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and 

console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, 

O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints 

(especially), we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us 

in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 



Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are 

always with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts 

we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with 

this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world.  

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and 

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN                   Have No Fear, Little Flock               ELW #764 

 
 

DISMISSAL  

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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