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Not Orphaned 
“I will not leave you orphaned,” Jesus promises us in today’s gospel. God is not some ruthless 
heavenly spectator judging us as on reality television, relishing our failures, wishing to exchange 
us for a better or more attractive child, no curmudgeonly “Daddy Warbucks” in the sky. Rather, 
God comes to love us in Jesus, singularly loving and accepting, seeking our trust, promising to 
be ever-present with us in the Holy Spirit. This Holy Advocate moves us even when we don’t 
recognize its power, even when it seems “an unknown God” (Acts 17:23). Though we might 
battle an elemental loneliness, we have not been abandoned. 
Many life experiences can leave us feeling orphaned or abandoned. Family can ease that feeling 
but also magnify it if our family relationships are strained or if our families live far away. Think 
of those in your congregation who count deployed soldiers among their loved ones in recent 
years, or construction workers and tradesmen who need to live in hotels far away from their 
families to keep making money for their families in the recent difficult economy. The Internet, 
webcams, Skype, and social networking can link people across the miles but can further 
aggravate loneliness and isolation when these substitute for real intimacy in our highly 
connected world. How do we experience this loneliness and this longing for home and 
belonging? How does Jesus’ promise that he will not leave us orphaned speak to these real-life 
concerns? 
When Jesus makes this string of promises in John 14, saying that he will remain with us in the 
Holy Spirit as our Advocate, it’s hard to envision how this support comes to us sometimes. When 
we do not get to see or hear those we love, the simple gifts Jesus offers in body and blood, bread 
and wine shared with real warm neighbors have great power. Even when life keeps delivering 
bad news about how far apart we are from another, how broken our relationships are, “I will 
not leave you orphaned” is the godly reassurance that we are not alone. 
 

NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 17:22-31 
Psalm 66:8-20 

1 Peter 3:13-22 
John 14:15-21 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 1:6-14 

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35 
1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 

John 17:1-11 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS WEEK WE 
WILL PRAY FOR: Anthony, Sophia, Camdon and Calvin Nelson, Donna Nelson, Fred & Beth 
Nelson, Gary & Kimberly Nelson, Sondra Nelson and Michelle Jones 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to sign our guest 

book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and we would 
like to  wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you have an upcoming 
birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
11-Summer Sterrenberg 
 

11-Rhonda Harmon 
14-Patricia Young 

14-Tori Sterrenberg 
16-Jerod Osheim 
 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 5/3/26:          $      7,616                 Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 5/4/26:          $   70,136                                    115 
LAST YEAR: as of 5/4/25:         $    61,850 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:   $     8,286 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go Green—Go 
Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly or weekly ACH 
withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the office.  We also have forms 
in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.  
(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)   
 

Affirmation of Baptism: Congratulations to the following Confirmation Students on their 
Affirmation of Baptism: Joralice Colon Rodriguez, Gavin Levorson, Finn Ritter, Danika White 
and Paisley Nickson-Wilkinson 
 

Baptism:  We welcome into the family of God through Holy Baptism Joralice Yarleen Colon 
Rodriguez, daughter of Virgen Maria Rodriguez Olan and Jorge Luis Colon Torres.  Joralice will 
be baptized on May 3, 2026 during worship.  Her sponsors are Shannon Bruhns and Pastor 
Melinda McVey.  Her grandparents are Juana Olan Hernandez, Angel Rodriguez Rosario, Alicia 
Torres Rivera and Jorge Esteban Colon Torres 
 

Baccalaureate will be held at Salem this year, May 13 at 7:00pm. The Board of Life & Growth 
will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

2026 Graduates: We will recognize our 2026 graduates on Sunday May 17. 
 

Gracie Pederson would like to invite everyone to her Graduation Open House on Saturday 
May 16; 1:30pm-4:30pm at 702 S. Harrison St. Lake Mills. 
 
Adult Bible Study:  Just a reminder that we have a Bible Study here at Salem, Wednesdays—
10am—in the Choir Room. Pastor Everist leads this bible study.  All are invited and welcome! 
“The Gospel of John: Trust Jesus & Live”. 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


The Day of Pentecost: We will celebrate the giving of the Holy Spirit by filling the sanctuary 
with red geraniums. If you would like to sponsor a geranium, please fill out an order form, 
found in the Narthex, and return it to the office, or place it in the offering plate by May 11. 
Cost is $11 per foil wrapped geranium. All tributes will be listed in the Bulletin. If you would 
like to bring your own flowers, please fill out the form as well, so it can be added to the 
bulletin. Following the Service on  May 24, all flowers may be taken home by those who 
sponsored them. 
 

Seeking Donations: The cost of shipping has increased for sending the World Relief items 
(quilts, health care kits and baby care kits) so we are seeking donations to help with the cost of 
shipping those items. Please make checks out to “Lutheran World Relief”. Donations can be 
placed in the offering plate, dropped off in the office or mailed to the office. Thank you! 
 

Thank you! The Board of Youth & Education would like to express special thanks to the WELCA 

Mission Quilters that so gladly created the wonderful quilts gifted the Confirmands at their 

Faith Statement night this past week.  There were smiles all around! Also, thanks to Brook 

Christianson, LMHS, for the use of the art easels which displayed these beautiful quilts through 

to Confirmation Sunday.  ‘Thank you’ goes out to Ed Twedt, a former Salem member, who 

hand crafted beautiful silver cross necklaces which were given out to each of the Confirmands 

during worship service.  The necklaces will be a tangible reminder of their faith journey and 

are so appreciated!  Especially grateful to Pastor Melinda McVey for serving as confirmation 

instructor for this group of Confirmands the past two years.  She has made confirmation fun 

and meaningful which was evident in memories shared.  Thank you for lifting up the youth of 

Salem!  Thank you to Rhonda Schriver who made the delicious punch for the reception after 

worship yesterday and thank you to those that took time to recognize the Confirmands 

sharing fellowship with them and families.  God has blessed us, indeed! 
 

Vacation Bible School: “VBS” will be held at Winnebago Lutheran Church  
June 1-4. “Snowball Mountain Challenge” “Find Your Strength in God” 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to help—whether one day or all 4 days! 
 

VBS Crafts: Please start collecting the following items for the Vacation Bible School Crafts: 
clean Gatorade bottles with cap, 3/4” black buttons. You can leave these items in the Narthex.  
Thank you! 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/26 is $28,986. The total 
received as of 5/6/26 is $173,762. All contributions towards this project are greatly 
appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when submitting a contribution. 
Thank you! 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect you to local 
resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or email: 
lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 

mailto:lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com


Happy  Mother’s  Day!!! 
 

ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 5/10 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

MONDAY 5/11 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 5/13 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:30pm Salem Church Council-Library 
7:00pm Baccalaureate Service-Sanctuary 
 

THURSDAY 5/14 
9:30am Fine Arts Guild-Lounge 
 

SUNDAY 5/17 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
 

One in Christ & Trinity Lutheran (Mason City) “14th Annual” Tractor Ride  

Darold “Smokey” Kloster Memorial Tractor Ride 
Saturday, August 1, 2026   
All are invited to participate in this event 
Details coming.... 
Money raised will help Smokey’s son, Mike Kloster, with rehab costs after his stroke. 

 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, May 21; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. Appointments 
Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-7777 or visit: 
lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 
20, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29.  Cost is $40. Call the office to reserve your date. 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week… Monday: CLOSED, Tuesday-Friday 11-5:30   
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to make sure the office is open.) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 
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