Salem Lutheran Church
401 S. Lake St. Lake Mills IA 50450

Welcome to the House of the Lord

Fifth Sunday of Easter
May 1, 2021 - 5:30pm

OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven.

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing,
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community,
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to

serve all others.

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service
Preaching: Sondra Nelson
Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Sue Myli

Liturgical Choir: Larry Rice, Sue Myli,
Willie Skellenger, Al Skellenger
Sound: Shannon Bruhns

Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns

Ushers: Shannon Bruhns
Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for May:

Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service

Preaching: Sondra Nelson

Organist: Ruth Sheldon

Reader: Margaret Okland

Reader 1: Chike Ikefuama

Reader 2: Marci Adeogun

Liturgical Choir: Al Skellenger, Willie Skellenger,
Sue Myli, Bruce Adams

Sound: Chike lkefuama

Live Stream: Brad Evenson

Video: Chike Ikefuama

Acolytes: Lyle Thomson

Ushers: Lyle and Orloue Thomson

Communion Servers:

Altar Guild for May: Sharon Johnson & Doris Tweed

The radio broadcast is given by the members of Salem.

Salem Contact Information:

Pastor Joel Guttormson: 641.596.0535
joelguttormson@gmail.com

Shannon Bruhns, Council President:
641.592.5978 / 641.590.1532
shelby@wctatel.net

Ruth Sheldon, Organist: 641.592.0184
Barb Kinseth, Custodian
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin: 641.590.1182

Salem Office: 641.592.1771
salem@wctatel.net




INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’ s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of
the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the
mystery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John.
Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive
with Christ’slife. Asthe vine brings food to the branches, Christ feedsus at his
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TOWORSHIP

Christ isthe vine. We are the branches. Abide in the vine, and you will abide in
love.

Cometo Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit.
We have cometo abidein thevine, and to bear the fruit of salvation.

Cometo love one another, for loveis of God.
We have cometo the household of love, for God islove.

Cometo set aside your fears, for perfect love drives out fear.
We have cometo love one another, as God has loved us.

Come! All are welcome here.

GATHERING HYMN

All Are Welcome (vs.1-2-5)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you give us your Son asthe vine gpart from whom we cannot live.
Nourish our lifein his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know
the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40
%An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (Thisis awilderness road.) ’So he got
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,
gueen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship ®and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was
reading the prophet |saiah. *Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this
chariot and join it.” **So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
|saiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?’ *'He replied, “How
can |, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. *Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like alamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
*In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For hislifeistaken away from the earth.”
¥The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. *As
they were going aong the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, hereiswater! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ *He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him.

*When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip
away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. “°But Philip
found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed
the good news to al the towns until he came to Caesarea.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

All may remain seated for the scripture hymn.

SCRIPTUREHYMN In Christ There s No East or West ELW #650
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In Christ there i8 no  east or west, in him no south or north,
In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com-mu - nion find;
Join hands, dis - ¢i - ples of the faith, what-e’er your race may be.

In Christ now meet both ecast and west, in  him meet south and north;
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but one com-mu-ni - ty of love through-out the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice 15 the gold-en cord close bhind - ing hu - man-kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to me.

all Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21
'Beloved, let uslove one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. ®Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God islove. °God’s love was revealed among usin this way: God sent his only
Son into the world so that we might live through him. *°In thisis love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. "'Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
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No one has ever seen God:; if we love one another, God livesin us, and his love
Is perfected in us.

3By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. *And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. *God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, and they abide in God. **So we have known and believe the love that God
has for us.

God islove, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abidesin
them. *"Love has been perfected among usin this: that we may have boldness on
the day of judgment, because as heis, so are wein thisworld. **Thereis no fear
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved
us. ®Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen. #The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters al so.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

Christ has risen!
He hasrisen indeed! Amen!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Christ IsRisen! Alleluia! (Refrain) ELW #382
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, 2
- — i3

) | )
T 7 ’ | : —
A Y S W | A ; ’

7
-

: .:.-' .-v
q\i b _.-'f;'j
LW ' ]
‘ﬁ. N

f’\l leluie !



9

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

John 15:1-8

4| am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. ?He removes every branch
in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunesto make it bear
more fruit. *Y ou have already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to
you. *“Abidein meas| abidein you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abidesin the vine, neither can you unless you abidein me. ° am the
vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. ®Whoever does not abidein meis
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. ’If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. ®My Father is glorified by this,
that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW #359
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2 With grate-ful joy and ho -1ly fear, God’s char - i - ty we learm;
3 Let us re-call that in our midst dwells Christ,God’s ho - ly Son;
4 Let strife a-mong us be wun-known; let all con - ten - tions cease.
5 Let us for-give each oth-er’s faults as we our own con-fess,
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brought here to - geth-er by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
let us  with heart and mind and  soul now love God in re - turn.
as mem-bers of each bod -y jomed, in him we are made one.
Be God’s the glo - ry that we seek; be his our on - ly peace.
that we may love each oth - er well in Chris-tian gen - tle - ness.
RESPONSE TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostle's Creed ELW p.105

| believein God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believein Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of thevirgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
herose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at theright hand of the
Father, and hewill cometo judgetheliving and the dead.

| believein the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the for giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Aliveintherisen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abidesin you.
Cleanse us by your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it
bears fruit and witnesses to your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of
creation, may we seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for
life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou rule the nations with justice and love. Give the |eaders of the earth assurance
of your abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they
are called to serve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your
love: those who are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs
of all we love and care for and name before you now (pause). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.

Y ou gather us with al the saints by the power of your Spirit With them, may our
hearts live forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.

In the hope of new lifein Christ, we raise our prayersto you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
MUSICAL OFFERING

OFFERING PRAYER

Bountiful God, you fill the poor with good things and cause the hungry to be
satisfied. May these gifts be instruments of your grace and may our very lives be
the means of spreading your blessings. Make these gifts be for the world a sign of
your boundless love and your overflowing abundance.

Amen.

LORD’'SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Christ IsAlive! Let Christians Sing ELW #389
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prais - es ring. Love, drowned in  death, shall nev - er die.
here and now, and touch-ing ev - 'ty place and time.
loves the more, and lives, where ¢ - ven hope has died.
life, the truth, re - vealed in Je - sus, freed for all.
o - cean ring with joy, with jus - tice, love, and  praise.
DISMISSAL

Alldluia Christisrisen.

Christ isrisen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
Thanksbeto God. Alldluial

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SA S020622.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

Call to Worship, Offering Prayer, www.ministrymetters.com May-2-2021-fifth-sunday-of-
easter
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The Love of God (::
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1 John 4:7-19 0

In one heart below, draw a picture that shows God's love to us. In the other
heart, draw a picture that shows a way we can give that same love to others.
Color the background in many colors for a stained glass poster effect.

©WordForlLifeSays.com
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