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Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Palm Sunday 
Sunday of the Passion 
April 9, 2022 – 5:30pm 
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OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 
OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude.  Central to this is that we are a  forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Saturday--5:30pm Worship Service 
Preaching:  Pastor Joel Guttormson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Ruth Sheldon 
Liturgical Choir: open 
Sound: Shannon Bruhns 
Acolytes: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Shannon Bruhns 
Communion Servers:  
Altar Guild for April:  
Linda Helgeson, JoAnn Villa, Sharon Johnson 
 

Sunday--9:00am Worship Service 
Preaching:  Pastor Joel Guttormson 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Readers: Braylon Hanson, Cora Sauer 
Reader 1: Bruce Adams 
Reader 2: Nancy Guttormson 
Reader 3: Willie Skellenger 
Liturgical Choir: Carlton Shaw, Larry Rice, 
Darlene Anderson, Nancy Guttormson,  
Bruce Adams, Al & Willie Skellenger 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Lyle Thomson 
Ushers:  Lyle and Orloue Thomson  
Communion Servers:  
Altar Guild for April:  
Linda Helgeson, JoAnn Villa, Sharon Johnson 

 

The radio broadcast is given in Memory of Pete’s birthday from  
Marilyn Pederson.  Pete’s birthday is April 11th. 

 

Salem Contact Information: 
Pastor Joel Guttormson:  641.596.0535          

joelguttormson@gmail.com 

 

Shannon Bruhns, Council President: 
641.592.5978  /  641.590.1532 

shelby@wctatel.net 

Ruth Sheldon, Organist:  641.592.0184 
Barb Kinseth, Custodian 
Marci Adeogun, Office Admin:  641.590.1182 
 
Salem Office:  641.592.1771 
salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:joelguttormson@gmail.com
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INTRODUCTION 
Today we follow Christ from triumphal entry to the cross, each waypoint of the journey marked 

by Jesus’ compassion for those who would betray, mock, accuse, or do violence to him. Though 

persecuted and beaten, Jesus the Son of God is not disgraced; instead, he asks forgiveness for 

those who put him to death. We have walked the Lenten pathway these forty days, each of us 

invited through baptism to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” We enter 

this holy week accompanying Jesus to the cross with both grief and thanksgiving in our hearts, 

trusting in God’s redeeming love. 
 

GATHERING  
 

PRELUDE 

BELLS  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP        
Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna in the highest heaven!     

     Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of the Lord! 
 

Blessed is the One who comes with healing and compassion. 

     Blessed is the One who comes with forgiveness and mercy. 
 

Blessed is the One who brings peace. 

     Blessed is the One who brings peace to the nations and peace to all 

peoples.  
 

Lord, rest your hand of healing on our hearts today. 

     Gracious Jesus, let us walk with you today.  

Amen. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL         Jesus enters Jerusalem       Luke 19:28-40 
28

After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 

  
29

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 
30

saying, “Go into the village ahead 

of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been 

ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 
31

If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ 

just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 
32

So those who were sent departed and found 
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it as he had told them. 
33

As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, 

“Why are you untying the colt?” 
34

They said, “The Lord needs it.” 
35

Then they 

brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 
36

As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 
37

As he was 

now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude 

of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of 

power that they had seen, 
38

saying,  
 

Spoken congregation  

 “Blessed is the king 

  who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Peace in heaven, 

  and glory in the highest heaven!” 
 
 39

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples 

to stop.” 
40

He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout 

out.” 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN      All Glory, Laud, and Honor         ELW #344 
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How bold of Jesus to ride into Jerusalem at the holy time of Passover. He rode as 

a humble king. We hoped it was to claim the throne; but it was to claim our lives. 

     Lord Jesus, let us walk with you, the path to the cross. 

 

Each day as he taught, he was reminded of the faithlessness of those in power. He 

saw corruption and oppression at every turn in the Temple. 

     Lord Jesus, let us be aware of all that draws us from you as we walk with 

     on the path to the cross. 

 

At supper one evening, he discharged one of his disciples, Judas, to go and do 

what he felt he must do. From the cross he forgave the executioners and 

welcomed a thief to Paradise. For the others he gave a precious reminder of his 

love through the washing of their feet and through the sacrament of bread and 

wine.  

 

Gracious Lord, you come to us now, to bring healing for our brokenness, peace 

for our troubled lives, hope for our doubting minds. You restore us and guide us 

along right pathways for your name’s sake.   

Amen.  
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GATHERING HYMN     Let us Ever Walk with Jesus, st. 1-3           ELW #802 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of mercy and might, in the mystery of the passion of your Son you offer 

your infinite life to the world. Gather us around the cross of Christ, and preserve 

us until the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                    Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4
The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 

sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear   

to listen as those who are taught. 
5
The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was 

not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 
6
I gave my back to those who struck me, 

and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 

insult and spitting. 
7
The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;  

therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame;   
8
he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 

together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 
9a

It is the Lord GOD 

who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.   
 

PSALMODY                         Psalm 31:9-16 
Todays psalm will be read responsively.  We begin with the refrain which will also be sung 

after verse 12 and 16. 

 
9
Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I am in trouble; 

   my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 
10

For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

   my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 
 
11

I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my 

 acquaintances; when they see me in the street they avoid me. 
12

Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

   I am as useless as broken pot. 
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13
For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 

   they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 
14

But as for me, I have trusted in you, O LORD. 

   I have said, “You are my God. 
 
15

My times are in your hand; rescue me from the hand of my enemies, 

 and from those who persecute me. 
16

Let your face shine upon your servant; 

   save me in your steadfast love.” 

Refrain:  

 

SECOND READING                                                                 Philippians 2:5-11 
5
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

6
who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7
but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And 

being found in human form, 
8
he humbled himself and became obedient to the 

point of death—even death on a cross. 
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 
10

so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth, 
11

and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 

is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.   
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Return to the Lord your God      ELW p.151 
We stand for the hearing of the gospel 

 
 

GOSPEL                                                         Luke 23:1-49 

The Holy Gospel according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1
Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. 

2
They began 

to accuse him, saying, “We found this man perverting our nation, forbidding us to 

pay taxes to the emperor, and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a 

king.” 
3
Then Pilate asked him, “Are you the king of the Jews?” He answered, 

“You say so.” 
4
Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no 

basis for an accusation against this man.” 
5
But they were insistent and said, “He 

stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee where he began 

even to this place.” 

 

 
6
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 

7
And when 

he learned that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who 

was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 
8
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, 

for he had been wanting to see him for a long time, because he had heard about 

him and was hoping to see him perform some sign. 
9
He questioned him at some 

length, but Jesus gave him no answer. 
10

The chief priests and the scribes stood by, 

vehemently accusing him. 
11

Even Herod with his soldiers treated him with 

contempt and mocked him; then he put an elegant robe on him, and sent him back 

to Pilate. 
12

That same day Herod and Pilate became friends with each other; 

before this they had been enemies. 
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13

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people, 
14

and 

said to them, “You brought me this man as one who was perverting the people; 

and here I have examined him in your presence and have not found this man 

guilty of any of your charges against him. 
15

Neither has Herod, for he sent him 

back to us. Indeed, he has done nothing to deserve death. 
16

I will therefore have 

him flogged and release him.” 

  
18

Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas 

for us!” 
19

(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had 

taken place in the city, and for murder.) 
20

Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, 

addressed them again; 
21

but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 
22

A third 

time he said to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no 

ground for the sentence of death; I will therefore have him flogged and then 

release him.” 
23

But they kept urgently demanding with loud shouts that he should 

be crucified; and their voices prevailed. 
24

So Pilate gave his verdict that their 

demand should be granted. 
25

He released the man they asked for, the one who had 

been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over as they 

wished. 

 

 
26

As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming 

from the country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind 

Jesus. 
27

A great number of the people followed him, and among them were 

women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him. 
28

But Jesus turned to 

them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for 

yourselves and for your children. 
29

For the days are surely coming when they will 

say, ‘Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that never bore, and the breasts that 

never nursed.’ 
30

Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us’; and to 

the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 
31

For if they do this when the wood is green, what will 

happen when it is dry?” 

 

 
32

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with 

him. 
33

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 

there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 
34⟦Then Jesus said, 

“Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”⟧ And they cast 
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lots to divide his clothing. 
35

And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders 

scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 

of God, his chosen one!” 
36

The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering 

him sour wine, 
37

and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 

yourself!” 
38

There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 

Jews.” 

 

 
39

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 
40

But the other rebuked him, 

saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 
41

And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 

what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 
42

Then he 

said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 
43

He replied, 

“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 

 
44

It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 

the afternoon, 
45

while the sun’s light failed; and the curtain of the temple was torn 

in two. 
46

Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 

commend my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last. 
47

When the centurion 

saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was 

innocent.” 
48

And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle 

saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. 
49

But all his 

acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at 

a distance, watching these things. 

 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded           ELW #351 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION                                                                        

Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us 

unflinching servants of the gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the 

forces of injustice and practice radical compassion. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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For the earth and all its inhabitants, created in love: Train us to recognize your 

divine goodness in the world around us. Rouse in us a reverence for creation, that 

we take greater care of its resources. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: 

Supply them with courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. 

Deliver them from fear that limits imagination and impedes justice. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany 

those who feel abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, 

and embrace those who are incarcerated or detained. Heal those who are ill 

especially all we love and care for and name before you now. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the 

cross: Reveal to us once again the earthshaking power of humble service, 

unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all from death to life. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We remember those who have died who were commended into your hands. 

Remember us when you come into your kingdom, and prepare a place for each of 

us with you in paradise. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 
The pastor concludes the prayers  

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

OFFERING 
The offering is being collected at the beginning of the service as you walk in. The usher will 

bring the offering forward for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need at 

the time of the offering song and prayer. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING  

  

OFFERING PRAYER 

Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we 

gather at your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what 

we offer here, come among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in 

whose name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  

Amen 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

You are children of God, anointed with the oil of gladness and strengthened for 

the journey. Almighty God, motherly, majestic, and mighty, ☩ bless you this day 

and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN      Eternal Lord of Love, Behold Your Church  ELW #321 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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