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Facing Death 

Mary of Bethany recognizes Jesus’ mission: he has come to die. Perceiving the 

new thing God is doing, she embraces his death and pours out her devotion to 

Jesus in an extravagant act. The prophet beseeches the Israelites to forget the 

old pattern of salvation—the dry way through the Red Sea. Now God will make a 

new way, a wet way, in a dry, barren, and death-filled place. 

On this Sunday in Lent, salvation lies not behind us but before us, through the 

death and resurrection of Jesus. Mary’s action in the face of death is bold. She 

anoints a corpse, and in so doing honors Jesus’ vulnerability and his life. She 

models love for the other disciples and for us. 

By honestly facing the reality of death, we are more fully able to live honoring 

our own vulnerability and the humanity of others. We live with gratitude. We 

are more able to love one another and God extravagantly. However, in our 

culture, mortality is often avoided. The stench of death is removed through 

chemicals, and deceased bodies are cosmetically enhanced to appear as life-like 

as possible. 

Each day, we the baptized boldly face death, trusting that God has made a new 

way, a wet way, to travel from death to life. God in Christ has honored human 

vulnerability by becoming flesh and by laying down his own life. He is the new 

way through a dry, barren, and death-filled place. Because Christ Jesus has made 

them his own, the baptized walk wet through the desert places of this life, 

pouring out the whole of their lives, down to the very last hair, in extravagant 

love for God and for the people God has formed. 



THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 43:16-21 

Psalm 126 
Philippians 3:4b-14 

John 12:1-8 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 

Philippians 2:5-11 
Luke 22:14—23:56 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Harris & LeAnn Honsey, Mark & Pattie 
Honsey, Krishna Hughes, Braylon and Kalen Hanson, Steve & Kathryn Iverson, 
Lois, Samantha, and Christopher Jamtgaard 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 3/30/25:  $    3,916    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 4/1/25:  $  41,748                             86 
LAST YEAR: as of 4/1/24:  $  57,706 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ -15,959  
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 2/28/25 is $62,554.32 
The total received as of 4/1/25 is $168,927. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex until the end of April. Thank you! 
 

Living Water Cluster Spring Salad Luncheon will be on April 26 at Rock Creek 
Lutheran Church, 3269 Foothill Ave, Osage, IA. Coffee and goodies will begin at 
8:30am. They ask that each church give a 5 minute account of what your gals do, 
a show and tell. A brief business meeting will be held and then the special 
feature will be gals from the local Cluster churches sharing what their church 
gifts to others. It will be enlightening how we continue to serve others with the 
individual and great tasks accomplished yearly.  The Salad Lunch will start at 
11:30am. Call Bev Mathers (641-395-2924) for all reservations by Thur. April 24 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
7-Kalli Budach 
7-Emily Severson 

7-Annette Hanson         
9-Jan Belica 
8-Sarah Hengesteg 

10-Kjerstin Mosby 
11-Jackson Bloomingdale 
12-Jacob Tweeten 
 

Baked Goods Needed: The Youth Board and Tori Holtan will be hosting a bake 
sale fundraiser on Sunday, April 13th.  They are asking for donations of baked 
goods and other goodies for the bake sale.  All donations should be bagged/ 
plated and in the Narthex by 8:45am on Sunday, April 13th.  The proceeds from 
this fundraiser will help fund Tori’s Mission Trip this summer.  Thank you!! 
 

Tori Holtan Writes To Salem:  This summer, I am answering God’s call to serve 
by going on a mission trip, where I will use my hands to do His work and my 
heart to share His love. I am excited for the opportunity to make an impact, 
deepen my faith, and spread the message of Jesus to those in need. From July 
20th to 28th, I will be serving in Burnsville and Asheville, North Carolina. While 
there, our team will help communities with house repairs, debris cleanup, and 
building a garden shed in the aftermath of Hurricane Helena. I ask for your 
thoughts, prayers, and, if possible, monetary donations to support this mission.  
The Youth Board and I will also be hosting a bake sale on Palm Sunday to help 
fund this trip. Thank you for your support as I serve God and His people. 
(Donations can be left for Tori in the church office, if it’s closed slide under door) 
 

Volunteers Needed: If you are willing to usher, acolyte, read or sing in the 
liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. If you are willing to supervise and 
interact with the children of Salem, please consider helping with Faith 
Formation. No planning, experience or training needed. Just pick a date that 
works with your schedule and sign up on the bulletin board across from the 
chapel. Thank you to everyone that is volunteering at Salem. We appreciate you!  



ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 4/6 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 

MONDAY 4/7 

2:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall 

2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 

WEDNESDAY 4/9 

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 

6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 

THURSDAY 4/10 

9:30am Fine Arts-Lounge 

6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 

SUNDAY 4/13 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green -- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for 
monthly or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 10, 17, 
24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost is $40 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…  
Monday: 10-2, Tuesday: 10-5, Wednesday & Thursday: 10-2, Friday: Closed 
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 


