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Hidden with Christ 
Easter turns the world upside down. It defies our expectations with hiddenness 
and bluntness: Mary does not recognize the resurrected Jesus (John 20:14), the 
good news is heralded by an earthquake and terrifying angels and is brought to 
the women of the church first, rather than to the Twelve (Matt. 28:1-10). The 
radical reversals prophesied in scripture and revealed in Christ’s life and ministry 
culminate in the good news we proclaim today: Christ, through death, has 
triumphed over death. “The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone” (Ps. 118:22). 
Easter offers the mystical possibility of transformation in every moment. In this 
season, what is dying and what is being born? For our communities? For our 
families? For our world? What is breaking open like a seed to die (John 12:24) so 
that new life might thrive? 
The theme is framed candidly in Colossians: “You have died, and your life is hidden 
with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). In the season of Easter, we are invited to allow old 
husks to fall away so that Christ’s new life may emerge. This part of the 
resurrection story is strange, unsettling. We are invited, after all, to share fully in 
Christ’s death as well as his resurrection (Rom. 6:5; 2 Cor. 4:10-11). Terrifying, but 
in the mystery of the Holy Spirit’s work in us, we receive it as hope (1 Peter 1:3). 
On this Easter day, we are honest about how God is stirring us to transformation, 
and we may be called to faithfully lament the letting go. Almost simultaneously, 
as we embody Christ’s resurrection in the present, we celebrate it with great joy 
(Matt. 28:8). In our desire to be hidden in Christ’s abundant life (John 10:10), we 
can even name seasons of suffering as Christ’s resurrection emerging (Phil. 3:10). 
 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 10:34-43 

Colossians 3:1-4 
Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Sue Langerud, Ron Langfald, Matthew, Jennifer, 
Hope, Chance, Madison and Claire Levine, Darren, Becky and Gavin Levorson, 
Avah Klebsch, Steph, Nate and Courtney Lorenson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
5-Bart Winter 
7-Emily Severson 

7-Annette Hanson 
8-Sarah Hengesteg 

9-Jan Belica 
10-Kjerstin Mosby 
11-Jackson Bloomingdale 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 3/29/26:          No update due                   Last Week’s Attendance   
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/29/26:          to the financial                       90                 
LAST YEAR: as of 3/29/25:       secretary being 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:   unavailable this week  
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 2/27/26 is $28,436. 
The total received as of 3/31/26 is $173,737. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution. Thank you! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly or 
weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the 
office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.  
(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)   

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-4-5/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2026-4-5/0
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https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts
http://www.salemlakemills.com/


Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Memorials Given In March: 
Judith Hermanson--$50—Steeple Fund 
Gloria Langerud--$400—General Fund 
 

Bake Sale: The Board of Youth will hold its annual bake sale after worship on 
Sunday, April 12th.  There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex if you would like to 
donate goodies for the sale.  Proceeds will fund Tori Holtan and Kaylie Sylvara on 
a mission trip to Llano, TX this summer. They plan to help rebuild after the flooding 
that occurred in July of last year.   
 

Confirmation Sunday will be May 3rd this year. The Board of Youth & Education 
will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

Baccalaureate will be held at Salem this year, May 13 at 7:00pm. The Board of 
Life & Growth will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

Adult Bible Study:  Just a reminder that we have a Bible Study here at Salem, 
Wednesdays—10am—in the Choir Room. Pastor Everist leads this bible study.  
All are invited and welcome! “The Gospel of John: Trust Jesus & Live” 
 

One in Christ Lutheran Parish Hosting the 

One in Christ &  
Trinity Lutheran (Mason City)  
Tractor Ride  
“14th Annual”  

Saturday, August 1, 2026   
Darold “Smokey” Kloster  
Memorial Tractor Ride 
Get the word out… 
All are invited to participate in this event 
Details coming.... 
Money raised will help Smokey’s son, Mike Kloster, with rehab costs after his stroke. 



Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

Vacation Bible School: “VBS” will be held at Winnebago Lutheran Church  
June 1-4. “Snowball Mountain Challenge” “Find Your Strength in God” 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to help—whether one day or all 4 days! 
 

VBS Crafts: Please start collecting the following items for the Vacation Bible 
School Crafts: clean Gatorade bottles with cap, 3/4” black buttons. You can leave 
these items in the Narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Blood Drive Results from March 19:  
21 Eligible Donors, 27 Units Collected, Up to 81 lives saved or sustained! 
Milestone Donors: 1 Gallon: Jon Skellenger, 3 Gallons: Kimberly Dakken,  
6 Gallons: Todd Hughes, 10 Gallons: Michael Thompson 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 
23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.  Cost is $40 

 
Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes 
March 11th, 2026 6:30 PM 
President Delane Behr called the meeting to order 
Members present: Delane Behr, Shannon Bruhns, Marci Adeogun, Bruce Adams, 
Marilyn Hoffman, Mary Peterson. 
Absent: Laura Gardner, Sondra Nelson 
Secretary’s Report: February Council minutes were reviewed with one additional 
item added from our meeting which was: Discussion was held on the safety 
deposit box at MBT with co-signers Bill Tweeten and Rick Orban.  No one knew 

mailto:lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com


what the box was for. Motion by Shannon, second by Bruce to approve Delane 
Behr & Marilyn Hoffman as the new co-signers for the safety deposit box. 
Motion carried.  
No Items of Communication or Correspondence  
Shannon moved to accept the minutes including the addition, seconded by 
Marci. All approved. 
Treasurer’s Report: Marilyn provided a written report. 
Total Income for February 2026  $13,461.48 
Total Expenses for February 2026 $12,140.46 
Checking Account Balance 03/09/26 $183,122.18 
FTSB/Tuckpointing balance 03/09/26 $28,436.55 
CD @ FTSB/Reserves 03/09/26 $29,581.07 
CD @ FTSB/Ness Estate 03/09/26  $44,045.45 
Financial Secretary’s Report: Laura provided a written report: 
2026 YTD total offerings 03/01/26 $32,409.00 
2025 YTD total offerings 03/0/26 $23,516.00 
Bruce moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Mike. All 
approved. 
Board of Worship & Music: Shannon provided a written & verbal report: Board 
members attended  Zoom meeting with Pastor Thoresen explaining the 
requirements for copyright materials regarding licensing & crediting sources in 
the bulletin & livestream uploads.  Several items were discussed regarding Holy 
Week. 
Board of Life & Growth: Sondra provided a written report: Their board provided 
treats are the annual meeting & also for Valentines Day at fellowship. They 
discussed the upcoming Easter season & will provide wooden crossed for 
congregation members to take. They will serve fellowship on Palm Sunday & also 
discussed serving for the outdoor services again this summer.  
Board of Property & Management: Mike provided a verbal report: The automatic 
door have been worked on again but are still not operating as they should. Mike 
will continue to follow up with this issue. Life Wise is going to be expanding in 
the new school year & will potentially need more space.  The sail for the 
courtyard has been purchased as have planters. Mike stated their board is open 



to ideas for courtyard beautification with possibly forming a committee to work 
on ideas. Mike is working with the Food Shelf to procure their own liability 
insurance.  
Board of Youth & Education: Marci provided a written & verbal report: Fifth  
graders have started their First Communion Classes & on April 2nd those students 
& their families will have a special meal before they receive their 1st communion 
during Maundy Thursday Service. The Easter Egg Hunt will be  held on March 
29th during Faith Formation. The Youth Bake Sale will be on April 12th. April 26th 
will be the last day of Faith Formation & Confirmation will be May 3rd.  
No reports for Stewardship & Social Ministry or Pastor report: 
Shannon moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Marilyn. All approved. 
Olds Business: Call Committee: Shannon Shared an e mail from Pastor Brackett: 
Pastor Brackett will be at Salem to breach on May 31st & will join in fellowship 
after worship & will answer any questions. His e mail also stated that he had 
sharing Salem’s MSP with a pastor in February. Shannon also shared that the Full 
Communion Partners that Pastor Brackett discussed at a previous meeting are: 
Reformed Church, United Church of Christ, The Episcopal Church, United 
Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church & The Moravian Church. 
New Business:  
Baccalaureate will be held at Salem on May 13th at 7:00pm 
Update on Pastor Headhunter: Mike discussed that he will contact 2 companies 
that he had research to see if they would be willing to do a Zoom meeting. 
New Members: None 
Transfer/Statistical Adjust: Brain, Jill, Makenzie & Kalli Budach to Emmons 
Lutheran.  
Marilyn moved the meeting be adjourned, seconded by Marci. All approved. 
Meeting adjourned. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Mary Peterson 
 

HAPPY EASTER 



 



THIS WEEK AT SALEM 
 

SUNDAY 4/5 
9:00am Easter Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
No Fellowship 
No Faith Formation 
 

MONDAY 4/6 
2:00pm Sons of Norway-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 

TUESDAY 4/7 
9:30am Miriam Circle 
5:30pm Altar Guild Meeting-Lounge 
 

WEDNESDAY 4/8 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
 

THURSDAY 4/9 
9:30am Fine Arts Guild-Lounge 
 

SATURDAY 4/11 
Lounge reserved all day 
 

SUNDAY 4/12 (Kids Sing) 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am-10:30am Annual Youth Fundraiser Bake Sale-Narthex 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week… 
Mon: 11-5:30, Tues: 11-12:45, 2-5:30, Wed: 11-6:15, Thurs: CLOSED, Fri: 11-2  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open.) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/

