
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 5, 2026 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Service 
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Special Music: Brady Kurtz, Bruce Adams, Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Dan Rice 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Finn Ritter, Gavin Levorson 
Communion Servers: Gary Heimdal, Delane & Darlene Behr, Gavin Levorson, 
Dolly Gregor, Finn Ritter 
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for April: Margaret Okland, Linda Helgeson 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of  
Pete’s Birthday, on April 11th , From Marilyn Pederson 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 

mailto:salem@wctatel.net


INTRODUCTION 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is 

made new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection 

truly brings life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred 

words, and proclaim God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy 

communion. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. 

We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 
 

GATHERING  

PRELUDE 

PEALING OF THE BELLS  
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

GATHERING HYMN     Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!   ELW #369 

 



 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807–1882, alt. 
Music: Robert Williams, 1781–1821 

All Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, by whose hand we are given new birth, 

by whose speaking we are given new life.  

Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are welcomed, restored, and 

supported as citizens of the new creation. Let us give thanks for the gift of 

baptism. 
 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, you are 

the everlasting wellspring. In mercy and might you have freed us from death and 

raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. In baptismal waters our old life is 

washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. Honor to you for waters 

that wash us clean, quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. Praise 

to you for the life-giving water of baptism, the outpouring of the Spirit of the new 

creation. 
 

Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. Empower our witness 

to your resurrection. Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 
 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. Where drought dries the earth, 

bring refreshment. Where despair prevails, grant hope. Where chaos reigns, bring 

peace. We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

Amen. 



BAPTISMAL SONG      Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters      ELW #445 

 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 

Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 

Text © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. Music Services, Brentwood, TN.   
OneLicense/CCLI  Tune: Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress.  OneLicense/Augsburg Fortress 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make 

us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the 

resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with  



you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                             Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 

preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 

he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him 

on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who 

were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 

from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is 

the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets 

testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.” 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.   

 

PSALMODY            “Above All”         Brady Kurtz, Bruce Adams, Ruth Sheldon 
Lenny LeBlanc | Paul Baloche 

© 1999 Integrity's Hosanna! Music;  

Leadworship Songs; LenSongs Publishing CCLI Song # 2672885 

 

SECOND READING                                                                    Colossians 3:1-4 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 

is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 

in God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed 

with him in glory. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.   



Please stand as you are able for the reading of the gospel. 

The Alleluia Refrain will be sung before and after the reading of the gospel. 

 
Except from “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”. 

Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Köln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909 
Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525–1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823–1889 

Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 
 

GOSPEL                                                                                       Matthew 28:1-10 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled 

back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 

white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But 

the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 

Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 

see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been 

raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you 

will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 

him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



Except from “The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done”. 
Text: Symphonia Sirenum, Köln, 1695; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909 

Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1525–1594; arr. William H. Monk, 1823–1889 

Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

 

SERMON 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

HYMN OF THE DAY     Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds     ELW #367 

 



Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876–1947, alt. Music: Geistliche Kirchengesänge, Köln, 1623 
Text: OneLicense/Augsburg Fortress Tune: Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. Arrangement: OneLicense/CCLI 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                           Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of  

the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. 

Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all 

the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful 

stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. 

Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and 

life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and 

afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the 

Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s 

resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory 

over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of 

your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL 

OFFERING 
 

OFFERING SONG              Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful                ELW #184 

 



 
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927 

Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
OneLicense/Augsburg Fortress 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 

no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 

may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise 
 

Holy, living, and loving God, we praise you for creating the heavens and the 

earth. We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the 

flood, for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, and for sending 

your Son to be our Redeemer. 
 

We give you thanks for Jesus who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the 

hungry, and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others. 



In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, we await 

your promised life for all this dying world. 
 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: carry us in your arms from 

death to life, that we may live as your chosen ones, clothed in the righteousness of 

Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

INVITATIONTO COMMUNION  

Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

DISTRIBUTION  

All are welcome to Christ’s table to receive Holy Communion. Those not 

prepared to receive are invited to come for a blessing. If you desire to receive 

communion where you are sitting, the ushers will direct the communion servers to 

come to you. For those who prefer, the inner ring of the communion tray has 

white grape juice.  All the bread being served is gluten free. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making 

all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies 

and to bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus.  

Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

SENDING HYMN                                       “Hallelujah Chorus” 
Author George Frideric Handel 

Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE 
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