SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
April 27 - May 3

Can | Get a Witness?

The texts for today explore what it means to be a witness: the power of seeing
and experiencing the resurrection firsthand. For those of us who weren’t there
in person to witness Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, a question
persists: How do we give witness? How have we experienced Easter firsthand?
What do we need to see, to touch, to hear in order to believe?

The witness given in our readings today is extraordinary. “Doubting” Thomas
comes up with one of the most powerful, concise creeds in all of scripture: “My
Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). Peter and the apostles affirm their belief in
Christ at great risk to themselves and their families. The Spirit is at work, giving
ordinary, doubting people extraordinary boldness to declare the core beliefs of
Christian faith. God works in surprising ways, through unexpected people, to
share the good news of Easter. With the Spirit’s help, we can give witness too.

THIS WEEKS READINGS NEXT WEEKS READINGS
Acts 5:27-32 Acts 9:1-6 [7-20]
Psalm 118:14-29 Psalm 30
Revelation 1:4-8 Revelation 5:11-14
John 20:19-31 John 21:1-19

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/25 is $62,699.32
The total received as of 4/13/25 is $169,577. All contributions towards this
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project”
when submitting a contribution. Thank you!
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again!

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Donald, Nancy, Laura, Ryan and Megan
Knudtson, Evelyn Knudtson, Karla Knudtson, Nicholas and Jacob Langenbau,
Kaleb & Katelyn Rogstad, Kerby & Karen Knudtson, Michael & Kathy Knudtson

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771
27-Pam Moe 1-Brian Hanson

-WEEKLY GIVING-

LAST SUNDAY: 4/20/25: S 3,950
YEAR-TO-DATE: 4/21/25: S 54,411
LAST YEAR: as of 4/21/24: S 67,576
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $-13,166

Last Weeks Attendance: Maundy Thursday—53; Good Friday—36
Easter Sunday—180

Sunday, April 27th will be the last day of Faith Formation and we plan to do a
service project. Everyone is welcome to join us after worship as we will be
picking up trash in the Lake Mills area (all supplies provided). At 11:00am, we
will return to Salem and enjoy the Annual BBQ Lunch provided by the
Stewardship Board. Everyone in the congregation is invited to the BB Q Lunch.

Thank You: The Board of Youth would like to everyone that donated candy for
the easter egg hunt, goodies for the bake sale fundraiser and to everyone that
made donations towards Tori’s Mission trip!

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex until the end of April. Thank you!




THANK YOU, SALEM: The Lake Mills Food Shelf has been located at Salem since
December 31, 2022 when a water leak in their former location forced them to
find a new location. We are so grateful to Salem for allowing the Food Shelf to
relocate to the east wing of the educational unit. Our numbers continue to
increase and the space in the east wing has allowed us to stockpile food items as
many of our food items are only available every 6 months through the Food
Bank of lowa. Following are the number of clients served year to date January 1
to March 31, 2025: 690 households; 680 ages 0-18; 874 ages 19-59; 331 ages
60+ for a total of 1,885 persons assisted. Only residents of the Lake Mills School
district are eligible to utilize the Food Shelf. We are also so thankful for the
generous donation that has made it possible to install heat and soon air
conditioning in the east wing. We were just informed that funding to the Food
Bank of lowa has been decreased— hopefully temporarily — which will result in
less food items available to local food shelves. This will make it necessary to
purchase more food locally. Financial donations are always welcome. Donations
may be left with Marci at the church office. Thank you again to Salem.

Lake Mills Area Ministerial Association Co-Administrators:

Bart & Medara Winter; Jerry & Marilyn Hoffman

Open Houses: If you are planning an open house for your confirmand or grad-
uate and want to invite the members of Salem, please call the office with details
and we will publish it in our announcements. Leave a message if no answer.

VBS Craft Items Needed: Please start collecting caps—milk jug or something
similar & cereal boxes (any size) for the VBS crafts. You can leave them at any of
the One in Christ Churches.

Helpers Needed for Vacation Bible School: Prayerfully consider volunteering to
help with VBS whether it’s 1 or all 4 days! June 2-5. If you would like to help
with VBS contact the Parish Office at 567-3550. Thank you!

“Road Trip”: “On the Go with God” June 2-5 @ Winnebago Lutheran Church. Get
ready to learn that God is with us wherever we go! New friends, snacks, crafts,
incredible music, surprising adventures! Registration forms coming soon!




Playground Fundraiser—Spuds and Sundaes: We have been invited to a fund-
raiser at the Emmons Luther Church Social Hall on Sunday, May 4th; 10:30am-
1:00pm. Free will donation! Menu: Large baked potatoes with a variety of
delicious toppings. For dessert create your own ice cream Sunday with a
selection of yummy toppings. This fundraiser is sponsored by the Emmons Civic
Improvement Club. The proceeds will be used for the Emmons Community
Playground Improvement. There will also be a greeting card sale that day.

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!

Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways—

Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program. Sign up for monthly
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex. (lower fee with this one)

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 10, 2025 - 6:30 pm

President Delane Behr called the meeting to order.

Members present: Delane Behr, Bruce Adams, Sondra Nelson, Mike Swenson,
Marilyn Hoffman.

Secretary’s Report: March council minutes were available for review. There
were no additions or corrections.

Bruce moved to accept the minutes, seconded by Sondra. All approved.
Treasurer’s Report: A written report was provided.

Total income for March 2025 $19,120.89

Total Expenses for March 2025 $10,054.81 (Income less expense +59,066.08)
Checking account balance (3/31/25) $149,385

FTSB/Tuckpointing account balance (3/31/25) $62,699.32

CD’s at FTSB (3/31/25) Reserves $27,287.12

CD at MBT (3/31/25) Ness Estate $41,774.60

Financial Secretary’s report: Laura provided a written report.


http://www.salemlakemills.com/

2025 YTD total offerings (3/31/25) $41,748
2024 YTD total offerings (3/31/25) $57,706

Mike moved to accept Treasurer and Financial reports, seconded by Sondra. All
approved.

Board Reports

Board of Worship and Music: Flowers have been ordered for the flower garden
at the base of the cross. There will be special music on Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday and Easter Sunday. Plans are to hold outdoor worship services one time
per month during June, July and August. Update by Bruce Adams.

Board of Life & Growth: The board will be handing out small wooden crosses on
Easter Sunday to remind everyone that Jesus is with them always. Special
ceramic crosses will be given to 5" grade students at the Sader meal on Maundy
Thursday. Update by Sondra Nelson.

Board of Stewardship and Social Ministry: No report.

Board of Property and Management: A new auto door lock system has been
installed with the alley door and south door added to the system. The south
door will have key card access, card will be provided to necessary people and
available through Marci. Doors will be open 7:30 to 5:30. Entrance door near
elevator is not working now as wire repairs need to be made. Plans are to make
improvements to the courtyard, clean up weeds, rock, etc. Ideas welcome.
Presented by Chair Mike Swenson.

Board of Youth: Marci provided a written report: Palm Sunday (April 13) kids will
sing, there will be a bake sale and the kids will have an Easter egg hunt. On April
17" the 5™ grade students will have a dinner and then receive their first
communion at the Maundy Thursday service. The last day of Faith Formation will
be April 27" and there will be a service project that day. Affirmation Sunday is
May 4™, Graduation Sunday is May 18™; the board will give confirmands and
graduates gifts.



Pastor Report: None

Bruce moved to accept Board reports, seconded by Mike. All approved.

Old Business:

Marilyn updated the council on the number of clients utilizing the Food Bank
located at Salem. Year to Date January 1 to March 31: 690 households; 680 ages
0-18; 874 ages 19-59; 331 ages 60+ for a total of 1,885 persons assisted. The
administrators of the Food Shelf want to extend a huge “Thank You” to Salem
for opening their doors to the Food Shelf when they had to move from the
former facility in December 2022 due to flooding.

New Business:

A.

moo

Presentation about LifeWise Academy: The board voted to provide space
at Salem for the LifeWise program for the school year 2025-2026. Motion
by Mike, second by Marilyn. 4 yes votes and one no vote. Carried.

Post Congregational Meeting: The Council will hold an informal
congregational meeting on Sunday, June 1 to brainstorm ideas that were
discussed by Bishop Kevin Jones at the meeting in March. All Salem
members are encouraged to attend and bring ideas of how to move Salem
forward.

New members — None

Transfers/statistical adjustments — None All approved.

Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 2025 at 6:30 p.m. The council
discussed changing the meeting date from Thursday to church night on
Wednesdays. Motion to approve by Mike, second by Bruce. Carried.

We closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Motion to adjourn by Mike, second by Bruce.
All approved. The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

Marilyn Hoffman, Recording Secretary

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--June 29, July 13, 20, 27, Aug 10, 17,

24,31, 0ct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost is $40



Meet in the Chapel to help with the Service Project. Everyone is invited to
help us collect trash around Lake Mills. Gloves and garbage bags are provided.
For those not doing the Service Project there will be Fellowship as usual.

At 11:00am we will have our Annual BBQ Lunch in the Fellowship Hall.

SUNDAY 4/27
9:00am Sunday Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith)

10:00am Service Project (Faith Formation & Everyone is invited to help)
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall (for those not doing the service project)
11:00am Annual BBQ Lunch for All Salem Members-Fellowship Hall
MONDAY 4/28

1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall

2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN

6:00pm Quilt Club-Fellowship Hall

WEDNESDAY 4/30

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room

2:30pm Confirmation Pictures-Sanctuary

2:45pm Confirmation Service Project & Party

6:00pm Faith Statement Night-Sanctuary

THURSDAY 5/1

9:30am Grace Circle-Library

9:30am Ruth Circle-Mills Harbour

SUNDAY 5/4

9:00am Sunday Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Melinda McVey)

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week...
Monday 10-2, Tuesday, 10-5, Wednesday 10-2, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-2
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open)




