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INTRODUCTION
The image of the good shepherd shows us how the risen Christ brings usto life. It isthe
relationship between the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge and love,
that gives the shepherd authority. The shepherd’ s willingness to lay down hislife for the
sheep shows hislove. First John illustrates what it means to lay down our lives for one
another by the example of sharing our wealth with any sibling in need.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
BELLS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TOWORSHIP
Love one another, even when love involves risk.
Welove as God loves us.

Love and care for others, even when caring is hard.
Welove and care as God loves and caresfor us.

Lovein truth and action.
By thiswe are known as children of God.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Merciful shepherd, give us the grace to love as you love.

Give usthe courageto love people who frighten us. Grant usthe mercy to
love with the same great love you have for us.

Guide us as we learn to hear and welcome different voices.

L ovethrough us, that we may welcome and include every person to your
community of love. Awaken our heartsto your generosity, when we neglect
to embrace and include others.

Forgive us when our loveis absent.

Renew your lovein our hearts, that our love may expand and enfold all of
your peopleon earth. In your love and grace, we pray.

Amen.
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Beloved of God, hear this good news! The Spirit abidesin each of us—Iloving us,
loving through us, forgiving us, and forgiving through us.

We are loved and forgiven, even as we love and forgive.

Thanks beto God!

GATHERING HYMN TheKing of Love My Shepherd I's (vs.1-4) ELW #502
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CHILDRENSTIME

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into
your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole.
Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



WORD

FIRST READING Acts 4:5-12
*The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, ®with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the
high-priestly family. "When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they
inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?’ ®Then Peter, filled
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, °if we are
guestioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are
asked how this man has been healed, *let it be known to all of you, and to all the
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. *'This Jesusis

‘the stone that was rgjected by you, the builders,

it has become the cornerstone.’

Thereis salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortal's by which we must be saved.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanksbeto God.
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All may remain seated for the scripture hymn
SCRIPTUREHYMN The Lord’ s My Shepherd ELW #/778
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SECOND READING 1 John 3:16-24
%We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down hislife for us—and we
ought to lay down our lives for one another. *"How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’ s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet
refuses help?

18| ittle children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.
And by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts

before him *whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts,
and he knows everything.



“'Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; *and
we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and
do what pleases him.

»And thisis his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 2*All who obey
his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know
that he abidesin us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanksbeto God.

We stand for the hearing of the gospel.

Christ has risen!
Hehasrisen indeed! Amen!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Christ IsRisen! Alleluia! (Refrain) ELW #382
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GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to John
Glory toyou, O Lord.

John 10:11-18

[Jesus said:] 1 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep. **The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. **The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does
not care for the sheep. **| am the good shepherd. | know my own and my own
know me, just as the Father knows me and | know the Father. And | lay down
my life for the sheep. *°I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. | must
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one
shepherd. *"For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my lifein
order to take it up again. **No one takesit from me, but | lay it down of my own
accord. | have power to lay it down, and | have power to takeit up again. | have
received this command from my Father.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praiseto you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock ELW #764
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RESPONSE TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostle’'s Creed ELW p.105

| believein God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believein Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
theHoly Spirit, born of thevirgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On thethird day
herose again; he ascended into heaven, heis seated at theright hand of the
Father, and hewill cometo judgetheliving and the dead.
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| believein the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Alivein therisen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.

A brief silence.

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Y our voice cals
us to your loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we
bear witness to your expansive love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy.
Restore your creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and
wilderness, may abound with life. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the
hearts of all leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desireto
overpower others and give leadersjoy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy isgreat.

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us
with your Spirit, so that we lay down our lives for those in need (especially). Help
us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life
together and give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and
opportunities (specific concerns may be named), fill us anew with you Holy
Spirit. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.
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Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of
resurrection hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us,
with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy isgreat.

In the hope of new lifein Christ, we raise our prayersto you, trusting in your
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Shepherd of love, bless these gifts with the power and presence of your love.

May your love bring healing to aworld in need of your touch. May your grace
bring hope to aworld in need of your promise. And may our love be asign, for all
to see, that you, who are love, are present in the world today.

Amen.

LORD’'SPRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give usthisday our daily bread;
and forgive usour trespasses, aswe forgive those who trespass against us,
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver usfrom evil. For thineisthe
kingdom, and the power, and theglory, forever and ever.

Amen.
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SENDING

BLESSING

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

Amen.

SENDING HYMN Love Came Down Vol.6

DISMISSAL
Alleluial Christ isrisen.
Christisrisen indeed. Alleluial

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluial
Thanksbeto God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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