
 

SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS  

April 12 - 18 
 

Welcomed with Open Arms 

Thomas is not the only one missing from the assembly the Sunday after Easter 

Sunday. We are not told why Thomas is missing, but we do know why plenty of 

other folks are absent from the assembly: vacations, traveling, spring break for 

the kids. 

Thomas is criticized for doubting, but he asks for nothing more than the same 

experience of the risen Christ the rest of the disciples had. By the grace of God, 

Jesus returns a second time and offers his body as living proof to Thomas. In the 

presence of Jesus, Thomas discovers he did not need the proof he demanded. 

Thomas’ story is our story. We are not always where we need to be. Sometimes 

we even find ourselves in places we should not be at all. But Jesus comes to us, 

seeking us out and giving us the gift of faith. Thomas is not criticized, he is not 

condemned. Instead Jesus loves Thomas back into a relationship and shows the 

disciples what the words “Peace be with you” mean when lived out. 

The resurrection promise can be heard through Peter’s powerful preaching in the 

reading from Acts as well. Jesus will triumph over death. Peter points to Jesus’ 

death on the cross, but what of the little ways we die? The loss of relationships, 

the ending of friendships, the pain of being alone and left out, the despair of losing 

a job, the doubt that comes on the heels of a negative diagnosis. Jesus comes to 

bring a holy peace and resurrection into the world in these times as well. This 

Sunday is an opportunity to proclaim the power of the resurrection and the grace 

of God, who welcomes Thomas with open arms. 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 
 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Dan, Kendall, Riley and Kelsey Kirschbaum, 
Miranda Klingson, Joan and Robyn Kloster, Don, Nancy, Laura, Ryan and Megan 
Knudtson, Evelyn Knudtson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
12-Jacob Tweeten 
14-Amelia Evenson 
14-Dakota Monson 
14-Avah Klebsch 

14-Kaleb Rogstad 
14-Katelyn Rogstad 
15-Madison Levine 
15-Sophia Nelson 
 

15-Kaitlyn Anderson 
16-Abby Holtan 
16-Peyton Roder 
17-Mason Helgeson 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST WEEK: 4/5/26:         $    4,796     
YEAR-TO-DATE: 4/7/26:         $  54,361             
LAST YEAR: as of 4/7/25:         $  46,893 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:   $    7,468 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 3/31/26 is $28,986. 
The total received as of 4/7/26 is $173,737. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution. Thank you! 
 

Memorials Given In March: 
Judith Hermanson--$50—Steeple Fund 
Gloria Langerud--$400—General Fund 
 

WELCA-Thursday, April 16 will be held in the Fellowship Hall.  Program will be 
Nate Sletten—Java and Jesus.  Everyone is welcome to attend!   
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Last Weeks Attendance:  
Maundy Thursday: 58,  Good Friday: 32,  Easter Sunday: 195 
 

Bake Sale: The Board of Youth will hold its annual bake sale after worship on 
Sunday, April 12th.  Proceeds will fund Tori Holtan and Kaylie Sylvara on a mission 
trip to Llano, TX this summer. They plan to help rebuild after the flooding that 
occurred in July of last year.   
 

Sunday, April 26 will be the last day of Faith Formation and we plan to do a service 
project. Everyone is welcome to join us after worship as we will be picking up trash 
in the Lake Mills area (all supplies provided).  At 11:00am, we will return to Salem 
and enjoy the Annual BBQ Lunch provided by the Stewardship Board.  Everyone 
in the congregation is invited to the BBQ Lunch.   
 

Adult Bible Study:  Just a reminder that we have a Bible Study here at Salem, 
Wednesdays—10am—in the Choir Room. Pastor Everist leads this bible study.  
All are invited and welcome! “The Gospel of John: Trust Jesus & Live” 
 

One in Christ Lutheran Parish Hosting the 

One in Christ &  
Trinity Lutheran (Mason City)  
Tractor Ride  
“14th Annual”  

Saturday, August 1, 2026   
Darold “Smokey” Kloster  
Memorial Tractor Ride 
Get the word out… 
All are invited to participate in this event 
Details coming.... 
Money raised will help Smokey’s son, Mike Kloster, with rehab costs after his stroke. 



Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex. Thank you! 
 

Saturday, April 18: Living Waters Cluster Spring Salad Luncheon will be held at 
Elk Creek Church (4108 Killdeer Ave, rural Kensett, IA) from 8:30am to 12:00pm. 
Bring your friends & invite anyone who may have not rolled bandages before, or 
made-up newborn kits. They will have some rollers available, bring yours along 
with white sheets to tear and roll. Also enjoy an awesome luncheon. Please let 
Margaret Okland know if you plan to attend before April 14. (590-2891) 
 

Confirmation Sunday will be May 3rd this year. The Board of Youth & Education 
will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

Baccalaureate will be held at Salem this year, May 13 at 7:00pm. The Board of 
Life & Growth will host a reception in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

Vacation Bible School: “VBS” will be held at Winnebago Lutheran Church  
June 1-4. “Snowball Mountain Challenge” “Find Your Strength in God” 
Prayerfully consider volunteering to help—whether one day or all 4 days! 
 

VBS Crafts: Please start collecting the following items for the Vacation Bible 
School Crafts: clean Gatorade bottles with cap, 3/4” black buttons. You can leave 
these items in the Narthex.  Thank you! 
 

Sunday, April 26: Sacred Heart Church in Manly IA has invited us to their Annual 
Omelet Breakfast from 9:00am to 1:00pm. Free will offering “create your own 
omelet”, cheesy hashbrowns, toast & beverage. There will also be a bake sale, 2 
door prizes of $50 each and a Quilt Raffle (need not be present to win). 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 
23, 30, Sept 20, Oct 4, 11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.  Cost is $40 
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The Beauty of Change 
Embracing God’s process of transformation and becoming who He created us to be. 

 

Growth and change are a big part of life. In fact, without change we’ll never truly enjoy 
our lives and become everything God has created us to be. 
I think one of the greatest lessons God ever taught me is that we can’t change 
ourselves—only God can help us grow and mature. How does he do it? Growth occurs 
when we spend time with the Lord and pursue a more intimate relationship with Him. 
When we take time to read and study His Word, the Bible says we are constantly being 
transfigured into His very own image in ever increasing splendor and from one degree of 
glory to another... (2 Corinthians 3:18 AMPC). 
God changes us in degrees—from glory to glory. Throughout our lives, He continues to 
deal with us and helps us grow from one level to the next, gradually becoming more like 
Him. 
What does it mean for God to “deal” with us? It means He’ll cause us to begin noticing 
things in our behavior that maybe we didn’t notice before. Thank heaven, He doesn’t 
show us everything we need to change all at once or we’d be overwhelmed! But God 
knows exactly how much we can handle and the perfect time to deal with us about the 
issues in our lives. 
 

Allow God to Work on You, Not Others 
I’ll give you an example. Over the years, the Lord has had to deal with me quite a bit 
about my mouth. I used to be very harsh, judgmental and critical. And when it came to 
my husband, Dave, there were times when I could be very rebellious or defiant in my 
tone with him. 
I can remember so many times when Dave and I would get into an argument, then 
afterwards the Lord would speak to my heart and say, “I want you to go and apologize 
to him.” But God! I would think. He’s guilty, too. Why can’t he come and apologize to 
me? 
It used to make me so mad that Dave could “get away with things” that I couldn’t. But 
the truth is, the Lord deals with each one of us at different times about different things. 
I’m not responsible for Dave—I’m only responsible to cooperate with the Holy Spirit and 
obey what He shows me to do. 
It’s also vitally important to remember that when God deals with us—when the  
Holy Spirit convicts us of something that needs to change—we can’t do it on our own. It 
is only through God’s strength that we can change. It’s only through spending time with 
Him that we can become more like Christ. 

https://www.bible.com/bible/8/2CO.3.18.AMPC


So, this is what I do now when I sense the Lord dealing with me in an area. I’ll pray, “God, 
thank You for shining a light on this area. I know I need to change, but I also know You 
are the only One Who can change me. I’m relying on your grace and strength to help me 
as I do my best to obey what You’ve shown me.” 
 

Spiritual Growth Unlocks Peace and Purpose 
While we’re in the growing process, it’s important to stay encouraged—it’s important 
to realize that our spiritual growth reaps tremendous benefits for ourselves and others. 
Yes, God wants us each of us to accept Jesus Christ so we can spend eternal life with 
Him in Heaven. But He also wants us to spiritually grow and mature so we can have a 
supernatural impact here on earth! 
2 Corinthians 5:20 says, We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making His appeal through us...(NIV). 
In other words, we are here to show Jesus to the world. In fact, each and every one of 
us has a distinct sphere of influence—there are people you can reach for Christ that 
nobody else can! That’s why Jesus says it’s so important for you to “let your light shine 
before others” (see Matthew 5:16). 
I think when it comes down to it, we all just want to be happy—we would all like to have 
some peace and joy. And here’s the truth: Growing up spiritually is the only way we’ll 
ever truly be happy. 
You see, people who are immature are almost always controlled by their 
circumstances—they are only happy when everything is going well around them. 
Immature people are often selfish and make decisions based on how they feel “in the 
moment”—a recipe for true misery! 
How do I know? I lived this way for years. I thought, I’ll be happy if Dave stops playing 
so much golf. I’ll be happy when my kids start helping me more around the house. I’ll be 
happy when that aggravating person at church finally changes. 
But God helped me learn a really important lesson: If we’re going to wait for our 
circumstances to change in order to be happy, then we’ll never be happy 
There’s a better way. God wants to help us rise above the circumstances in our lives. He 
desires for us to have His joy and peace on the inside...even when everything on the 
outside isn’t perfect. 
Growing up in God is really the answer to so many of our problems. Like I said, for years 
I wanted everyone and everything else to change. I wanted Dave to change; I wanted 
my kids to change; and I wanted my circumstances to change. 
But God has a better plan! He says to us, “I want you to change.” 
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I really want you to get what I’m about to say: God loves you tremendously. In fact, 
there’s nothing you can ever do to make Him love you more than He does right now! 
Growing and changing isn’t about trying to be “perfect” or earning God’s love and 
approval. 
However, the Lord loves you too much to let you stay where you are. I’ve learned that 
when God shows us an area of our life that needs to change, He’s doing it out of love—
He loves us enough to help us change. 
 

The Butterfly Effect: God’s Beautiful Transformation 
When I teach on transformation, I often like to use the illustration of a butterfly. It still 
amazes me how God takes a caterpillar—something restricted to slowly crawling around 
in the dirt—and transforms it into a beautiful butterfly that is free to go anywhere it 
wants. 
When it’s time for transformation, somehow the caterpillar knows it’s time for a change. 
So it crawls up on a branch somewhere in private and spins a cocoon. In this cocoon, the 
caterpillar then completely turns into liquid, then forms into something brand new. 
Similarly, when the Lord wants to help us change and grow, we can sometimes sense 
that “it’s time.” God will often begin working in our hearts in very private ways—in ways 
we couldn’t describe to others if we tried. Then, just like the caterpillar, He begins to 
change and transform us into something completely different—freer and more beautiful 
than ever before. 
Sometimes it’s easy to get frustrated with ourselves and think we’ll never change. I used 
to have bad habits and personality flaws that seemed impossible to fix...but it’s not 
impossible with God. 
That’s why it’s so important to never give up! During those times when you feel like 
you’re the worst “worm” on earth, God is getting ready to put you in your own little 
cocoon and produce something beautiful and brand new. 
Remember, spiritual growth is a process. None of us “arrives” overnight, but little by 
little, God changes us and a makes us what we ought to be...He makes us more like Him. 
 
Source: The Beauty of Change | Joyce Meyer Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 

https://joycemeyer.org/Grow-Your-Faith/Articles/The-Beauty-of-Change


ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  WORSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 4/12 (Kids Sing) 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am-10:30am Annual Youth Fundraiser Bake Sale-Narthex 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
MONDAY 4/13 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
WEDNESDAY 4/15 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
2:00pm Literary Club-Lounge 
5:30pm Stewardship Board Meeting-Library 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
THURSDAY 4/16 
10:30am Life & Growth Board Meeting-Library 
2:00pm WELCA-Fellowship Hall 
SUNDAY 4/19 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly or 
weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by the 
office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.  
(Much lower service fee (paid by Salem) for the Simply Giving Program)   
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week… Monday-Friday 11:00am-5:30pm  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open.) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 
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