
 

 

 
 

  

Salem Lutheran Church 
401 S. Lake St.  Lake Mills IA 50450 

 

Welcome to the House of the Lord 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 
April 12, 2026 – 9:00am 



OUR MISSION: We are God forgiven and mission driven. 
 

OUR VISION: To be that Lake Mills Place where belonging, healing, growing, 
serving and believing are open to all, regardless of background, experience or 
aptitude. Central to this is that we are a -forgiving, mission-driven community, 
which means we all want to have an impact, shaped by the love of Christ to 
serve all others. 
 

Sunday—9:00am Service 
Preaching: Pastor Steve Smith 
Organist: Ruth Sheldon 
Reader: Bruce Adams 
Sound: Al Skellenger 
Live Stream: Brad Evenson 
Acolytes: Haley Slattum, Joralice Rodriguez 
Communion Servers: 
Music Leaders: Al & Willie Skellenger 
Worship Coordinator: Shannon Bruhns 
Ushers: Lyle & Orloue Thomson 
Altar Guild for April: Margaret Okland, Linda Helgeson 

 
The Live Stream Broadcast is Given in Loving Memory of  

Vera Larson from Craig & Cindy Haugsdal and Family 

 
Salem Contact Information: 

Delane Behr, Council President 

641.592.4195 

Organist: Ruth 641.592.0184 

Office Admin: Marci 

Salem Office: 641.592.1771 

salem@wctatel.net 
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INTRODUCTION 

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift 

of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our 

Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout 

the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the 

Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the 

resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism. 
 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

BELLS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 
 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us 

beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle 

rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for 

joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 



Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down 

barriers that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 
 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a 

new creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN        Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing        ELW #389 

 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 
Music: T. Williams, Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789 

Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  OneLicense/CCLI 

Music Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of 

those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the 

fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

(***Please be seated.) 

CHILDREN’S TIME 
 

WORD 

FIRST READING                                                                       Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed [the 

crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a 

man attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 

through him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed over to you 

according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed 

by the hands of those outside the law. 24 But God raised him up, having released 

him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in its 

power. 25 For David says concerning him, 

 ‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

  for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken; 

 26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

  moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 

 27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades 

  or let your Holy One experience corruption. 

 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; 

  you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

  29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that 

he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a 

prophet, he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one 

of his descendants on his throne. 31 Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 

resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 

 ‘He was not abandoned to Hades, 

  nor did his flesh experience corruption.’ 
32 “This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses.” 

Word of God, Word of life. Thanks be to God. 



PSALM                                                                                                    Psalm 16 

We will speak today’s psalm responsively beginning with the lector. 
 

 1 Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; 

  I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above all other.” 

 2 All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, 

  upon those who are noble among the people. 
 

 3 But those who run after other gods 

  shall have their troubles multiplied. 

 4 I will not pour out drink offerings to such gods, 

  never take their names upon my lips. 
 

 5 O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; 

  it is you who uphold my lot. 

 6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; 

  indeed, I have a rich inheritance. 
 

 7 I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; 

  my heart teaches me night after night. 

 8 I have set the LORD always before me; 

  because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 
 

 9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; 

  my body also shall rest in hope. 

 10 For you will not abandon me to the grave, 

  nor let your holy one see the pit. 
 

 11 You will show me the path of life; 

  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 

 

SECOND READING                                                                      1 Peter 1:3-9 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he 

has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and 

unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God 



through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 

rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that 

the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though 

perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 

when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, 

and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an 

indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, 

the salvation of your souls. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                              ELW p.151 

 
Augsburg Fortress/OneLicense/CCLI 

 

GOSPEL                                                                                           John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were 

locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, 

so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; 

if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 



  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 

hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 

“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.” 

  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not 

written in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may continue to believe 

that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 

have life in his name. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(***Please be seated.) 

SERMON 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Thine Is The Glory                     ELW #376 

 



 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854–1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875–1939 
Music: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759 

All Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

(***Please be seated.) 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 

Almighty God, you give life to the dead and call into existence things that do not 

exist. Breathe your Spirit upon us, that our faith may be renewed day by day. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Maker of heaven and earth, your mercies are new every morning. Open us to the 

wonders of creation, from the beauty of flowers to the complexity of subatomic 

particles. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of peace, in every place where conflict rages, sow seeds of calm and 

openness to reconciliation. Strengthen the resolve of leaders and citizens to work 

for peace in their nations. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 



Healing God, come alongside all who are doubting, fearful, or suffering in any 

way. Reveal to them your presence and assure them of the inheritance you have 

prepared for them. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Giver of joy, let this assembly be a place of genuine love and mutual affection. 

Deepen our care for one another and help us to embody your forgiving and 

sacrificial love. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Eternal One, we give thanks for saints who were faithful unto death and have 

joined the church triumphant. Inspire us by their witness and bring us with them 

into your glorious presence. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always 

And also with you. 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

OFFERING  

MUSICAL OFFERING 

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 

no more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy 

may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



SENDING 

BLESSING  

God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the 

dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

(***Please stand as you are able.) 

SENDING HYMN                       Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!                  ELW #380 

 
Text: Carl B. Garve, 1763–1841; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813–1897, alt. 

Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–1887 
All Public Domain.  No Permissions Required. 



DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Believe the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB177908. 

NRSVue, Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on 

Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Church Copyright License (CCLI) #521966 

Church Copyright Streaming Plus License #22543704 Church Video License (CVLI)  One License# A-743988 


