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An Identity on Which We Can Rely 

In Luke’s gospel, the story of Jesus’ temptation comes immediately after his 

baptism and a lengthy listing of his ancestors. Both help confirm the identity of 

Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God. Now Jesus is led into the wilderness, 

where his identity is put to the test by the devil. The specific temptations are in 

some ways secondary to the question that introduces two of them. Twice the 

devil asks, “If you are the Son of God . . .” (Luke 4:3, 9), perhaps implying that the 

devil believes he knows better than Jesus what it means to be God’s Son. But 

Jesus, “full of the Holy Spirit,” is able to stand firm in his identity and deny the 

devil’s attempts to redefine who he is. 

In our baptisms, we too are given the identity of God’s child, and we are given 

the presence of the Holy Spirit. Our baptisms do not protect us from temptation, 

even as Jesus himself endured temptation. However, in our baptisms we are 

given an identity that can help us endure the temptations and the challenges 

that our lives are bound to include. Baptism gives us the confidence to trust that 

our identity is defined by our relationship to God, and not by anything else. In 

this confidence, we can accept our failures and shortcomings and live boldly in a 

manner that seeks to emulate Christ’s own life. 
 

THIS WEEKS READINGS 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
Romans 10:8b-13 

Luke 4:1-13 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

Psalm 27 
Philippians 3:17—4:1 

Luke 13:31-35 
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Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer.  
THIS WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Dan, Emily, Cooper & Emmett Helgeson, Don 
& Julie Helgeson, Gary & Linda Helgeson, Janice Helgeson, Jon & Becky Helgeson 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
10-Willie Skellenger 
10-Paisley Merritt 
11-Nicholas Langenbau 

12-Kit Byars 
12-Emily Brackey 
13-Lois Fritz 

14-Makenzie Budach 
14-Sharon Casey 
14-Dennis S. Thompson 
15-Brian Sterrenberg 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST SUNDAY: 3/2/25:  $   5,838    Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/4/25:  $ 29,355                              66 
LAST YEAR: as of 3/4/24:  $ 37,011 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE: $ - 7,657  
 

Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Easter Candy: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of candy which will be 
used to fill the plastic eggs for the Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunt. Donations 
can be left in the tote by the lounge until March 30th.  Thank you! 
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 1/31/25 is $62,534.32 
The total received as of 2/24/25 is $168,782. All contributions towards this 
project are greatly appreciated!  Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” 
when submitting a contribution.  Thank you! 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem!  
Go Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways— 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Forms are in the Narthex.  
(There is a much lower service fee with the Simply Giving Program) 

http://www.salemlakemills.com/


Memorials Given In January:  Margaret Rogstad $20—Steeple Fund 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, March 20; In the Fellowship Hall 1:30-6:00pm. 
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999-
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 

 

Understanding Grief & Loss Support Group: 5 consecutive Mondays 5:30-7pm, 
March 10--April 7, MercyOne North Iowa Hospice House 232--2nd Street SE 
Mason City. For any Adult grieving a death that occurred at any time. No Charge. 
Limited Space.  Call Autumn to register 641-428-6267 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars: To those Salem members with Thrivent financial 
products, the deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars is approaching 
at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of dollars, at no cost 
to you, to help with projects at Salem and we ask that you please continue to 
support this valuable program.  Thank you! 
 

How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® Online:  
Step 1—Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.     Step 2—Click on “log in” at the top 
right of your screen and enter your MyThrivent user ID and password. (If you 
haven’t registered on Thrivent.com, click on “register” to register.)  
Step 3— Look for your designated Choice Dollars on the right side of the screen. 
Step 4—Click on “Direct Choice Dollars” in the Thrivent Choice® box on your 
MyThrivent page.     Step 5— Search the catalog of organizations to find the 
organization you want to select.  
Step 6—Click on “Direct Choice Dollars Now” to direct your designated Choice 
Dollars to benefit that organization. 
 

How to direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® By phone:  
Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  
Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”      Step 3— Say or enter your 
Social Security number.       Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars   
Step 5— A representative will then work with you to direct Choice Dollars. 
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ALL  ARE  INVITED  DOWNSTAIRS  FOR  FELLOWSHIP  AFTER  THE  SERVICE 
 

SUNDAY 3/9 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

MONDAY 3/10 

1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 

2:00pm-5:00pm Clothes Closet and Food Shelf OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 3/12 

10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 

6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
 

THURSDAY 3/13 

6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
 

SUNDAY 3/16 

9:00am Worship Service-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak 

10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 

10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
 

Volunteers Needed for Worship and Faith Formation: If you are willing to usher, 
acolyte, read or sing in the liturgical choir, please sign up in the Narthex. 
If you are willing to supervise and interact with the children of Salem, please sign 
up on the bulletin board across from the chapel.  No planning, experience or 
training needed.  A Youth Board Member will plan & lead, you will be a helper. 
 

Live Stream Sponsorship: Dates available--March 23, 30, May 4, June 29, July 13, 
20, 27, Aug 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Oct 5, 19, 26, Nov 16, 23, 30, Dec 28. Cost $40 
 

Salem Office: 592.1771 This week…Mon, Wed, Fri: 10-2, Tues & Thurs: 10-5  
(Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead to ensure the office is open) 


