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Our “Other” at the Well 

The woman at the well is a familiar text for many people. This image of Jesus 

standing at a well talking with a Samaritan woman is emblazoned in our visual 

and theological imaginations, but as with all Bible stories that we think we know, 

we might do well to take another look! Perhaps relegating this text to the simple 

moralism “be nice to people who are different” causes us to miss how deeply 

radical and difficult the message really is. We may assume this gospel simply 

urges us to stand with the marginalized, especially women. Yet while standing 

with marginalized women is a commendable action it can lead us, after doing so, 

to congratulate ourselves for being just like Jesus. A more critical and searching 

look at this text calls us to the reality that Jesus doesn’t just stand with the other, 

Jesus stands with your other; your church’s other. Your church’s “Samaritans” 

may be LGBTQ+ people, evangelicals, urban people, rural people, conservatives, 

liberals, the poor, the rich, the dying, or single parents. Your church’s Samaritans 

could very well be the key to this text. Because, like it or not, when we draw 

lines between ourselves and other people, Jesus is always on the other side of 

that line. So communities and individuals who thirst for the living water would 

do well to look to who our own Samaritans might be. And when we find them 

we should perhaps not be surprised to also find Jesus; a Jesus we thought was all 

our own but who, in reality, is the living water who comes to us in the strange 

and the stranger. 

 



NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
Exodus 17:1-7 

Psalm 95 
Romans 5:1-11 

John 4:5-42 
 

 NEXT WEEKS READINGS 
1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Psalm 23 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

John 9:1-41 
 

Each week we will lift up five church families/ members in prayer. THIS 
WEEK WE WILL PRAY FOR: Sharon Johnson, Carol Juveland, Connor, 
Alexandria, Bexley and Eleanor Kem, John Kilen, Virginia Kingland 
 

This week the following members will be celebrating their birthdays and 
we would like to wish them a HAPPY BIRTHDAY! Please call the office if you 
have an upcoming birthday, to ensure we have it in our records. 641.592.1771 
10-Willie Skellenger 
10-Paisley Merritt 

11-Nicholas Langenbau 
12-Kit Byars 
12-Emily Brackey 
 

14-Makenzie Budach 
14-Sharon Casey 
14-Dennis S. Thompson 
 

-WEEKLY GIVING- 
LAST 2 WEEKS: 3/1/26:          $     8,957                     Last Weeks Attendance 
YEAR-TO-DATE: 3/1/26:          $  38,069                                    77 
LAST YEAR: as of 3/1/25:          $  25,516 
DIFFERENCE YEAR TO DATE:   $   14,553  
 

Steeple Project Update: The total available balance as of 1/30/26 is $28,406 The 
total received as of 3/1/26 is $173,187. All contributions towards this project are 
greatly appreciated! Please remember to note the “Steeple Project” when 
submitting a contribution. Thank you! 
 

Upcoming Blood Drive: Thursday, March 19; In the Fellowship Hall 1:00-6:00pm.  
Appointments Are Encouraged. Call: 800-287-4903 or Text: LIFESERVE to 999 
7777 or visit: lifesesrvebloodcenter.org 
 

Personal Care Kits: The Board of Life & Growth is collecting donations to make 
Personal Care Kits. Items needed are: bath towels (dark colors, approx. 52x27), 4 
oz. bars of soap, toothbrushes in original packaging, sturdy combs and metal nail 
clippers. Donations can be left in the narthex. Thank you! 
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Guest Book: If you are visiting Salem today, we welcome you and invite you to 
sign our guest book, located in the Narthex, and we hope to see you again! 
 

Memorials Given in February: 
Gloria Langerud--$10—Steeple Fund, Mary Redenius--$20—Steeple Fund 
 

Easter Candy: The Board of Youth is asking for donations of candy which will be 
used to fill the plastic eggs for the Faith Formation Easter Egg Hunt. Donations 
can be left in the tote by the lounge until March 23rd. Thank you! 
 

Thank you to all who contributed to the teachers’ needs appeal. The teachers’ 
requests were well met. Many elementary teachers and students will be happy 

 

Annual Soup Supper: Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in Leland IA has invited us to 
their Annual Soup Supper, March 14th; 4:30pm-7:00pm, Free Will Offering. Chili, 
Chicken Noodle, Veg. Beef, Wild Rice, Bread & Pie will be served. 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars:  The deadline to designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars 
is approaching at the end of March. In the past this has meant thousands of 
dollars, at no cost to you, to help with projects at Salem and  we ask that you 
please continue to support this valuable program. How to direct Thrivent Choice 
Dollars® By phone:   Step 1—Call 1-800-847-4836 and when prompted, say 
“Thrivent Choice.”  Step 2— When prompted, say “Choice Dollars.”  Step 3— Say 
or enter your Social Security number.  Step 4— Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars.  
Step 5— Talk to a representative to direct Choice Dollars. 
 

Need Help? Don’t know who to call? The Lake Mills Switchboard can connect 
you to local resources. Find them on Facebook, call or text 641-323-2767 or 
email: lakemillsswitchboard@gmail.com 
 

Celebrating Generosity: Thank you for your support of ministry at Salem! Go 
Green—Go Paperless by giving in one of the following ways… 
Give through PayPal or Card by going to the bottom of www.salemlakemills.com 
-- Give automatically through the Simply Giving Program.  Sign up for monthly 
or weekly ACH withdrawals. Call the office to have a form sent to you or stop by 
the office.  We also have forms in the Narthex. Please return forms to the office.    
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AFTER  WORSHIP  EVERYONE  IS  INVITED  TO  STAY  FOR  FELLOWSHIP 
 

SUNDAY 3/8  
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Steve Smith) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 
 

MONDAY 3/9 
1:00pm-4:00pm Mission Quilters-Fellowship Hall 
2:00pm-5:00pm Food Shelf & Clothes Closet OPEN 
 

WEDNESDAY 3/11 
10:00am Bible Study-Choir Room 
6:00pm Confirmation Class-Choir Room 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting-Library 
 

THURSDAY 3/12 
9:30am Fine Arts Guild-Lounge 
5:30pm-8:30pm Fellowship Hall Reserved 
 

SUNDAY 3/15 
9:00am Worship-Sanctuary (Pastor Judy Wozniak) 
10:00am Fellowship-Fellowship Hall 
10:00am Faith Formation-Chapel 
10:00am First Communion Class-Choir Room 
 

 
Live Stream Sponsorship: Cost is $40.  Call 592-1771 to reserve your dates. 
Dates available: May 17, June 28, July 12, 26, Aug 9, 16, 23, 30, Sept 27, Oct 4, 
11, 18, 25, Nov 1, 15, 22, 29, Dec 27.   
 

Salem Office 641-592-1771: This week…Mon: 11-5, Tues & Wed: 11-2,  
Thurs & Fri 11-5 (Hours subject to change, feel free to call ahead) 
 

Find us on Facebook--Salem Lake Mills, Or visit www.salemlakemills.com 
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